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· According to ALN Wales (2019), the Welsh Government have created an Additional Learning Needs Transformation Programme which is designed for children and young people in the age range of 0-25 years old with ALN. It has been specifically designed to give extra support, guidance, and advice for those with additional learning needs within the school system and further education. It is important for the staff within the school to stay up to date with the ALN transformation programme to better meet the needs for those with ALN and they can also identify early on any planning and assessments that may be required for those with ALN. This programme also ensures the staff and professionals give the correct information and support to the families of those who have ALN. 
· Staff within the educational system must communicate with parents about what the next steps are with regards to what help and support their child may need as some families may disagree and appeal if they are unhappy with the decisions that are being made. This stops disagreements occurring further down the line (Dewis Cymru, 2020). 
· Working with multi-agencies is key when making sure the child gets the correct support and for their needs to be met. Multi-agency professionals may include health visitors, speech and language therapists, and social workers (Kelly, 2015). According to (Gasper, 2009), working in partnership with multi-agencies help gain the correct information will promote positive outcomes for the child and their family so this is key when building trusting relationships with all those involved. The government must do all they can do support disabled children and their families.
Article 23- Each child with a disability, either physical or mental, has the right to an education to help them develop and lead a full life

· This article is a voice for all the other articles within the UNCRC. It expresses the importance about the best interests of the child being the top priority in every decision that is made by the adult and those in power, that could affect the child. 
· Within article 3, it states the importance of making referrals when there is a concern about the child’s well-being and safeguarding or it may be an educational and developmental worry. Therefore, Team Around the Family (TAF) may be a suitable way of accessing advice and support about where to find suitable help and support for those individual and their families (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2019).
· In 2011, the Welsh Government made the UNCRC law, so this is now known as the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. This means that the Welsh authorities must consider the child every time a decision is made that could affect the child (Welsh Government,2015). 
· According to the Welsh Government (2019), the new legislation puts the children in the centre of every decision that is made within a school and local authorities. The act means that the views, feelings and wishes of children and young people must be taken into consideration as well as the families. 
· There is an emphasis on ‘’meeting the individual needs of all young children.’’ (Nutbrown, 2011, p. 144). 

Article 3- All decisions should be in the best interest of the child
  (Source: Mabita, 2016)

This briefing paper is aimed to aid and provide early years practitioners with relevant information which may be useful when working with children that have additional learning needs and their families. It entails current legislation and links with articles from the UNCRC. 


Article 28- Every child has the right to an education

· Not only should children be taught literacy and numeracy, but they should also have opportunities to gain critical life skills as well as fully expressing themselves throughout their learning with the use of creativity and other abilities, so they have the tools they need. The child should also feel they are able to fully express their views without being judged (Unicef, no date). 
· Due to the Education Act 1996 it is a legal requirement for parents/guardians to bring their child to school from the age of five until the age of sixteen (Library of Congress, 2020). 
· Reggio Emilia’s approach involves the children taking control of their learning by allowing them to take the lead on their education. The children are encouraged to revisit their ideas and build upon their previous knowledge which helps them to move forward in their education and gives the children confidence with their learning. The adults should have stimulating materials set up within the setting to help the child achieve their full potential (Berg, 2020). 
· Cayli (2015) found links with Vygotsky’s idea of the ‘zone of proximal development’. He explains how children best learn through the encouragement and guidance from a more knowledgeable other. This is also known as ‘scaffolding’ a child’s learning because the adult is giving the child key support which is going to help with their development. 
· According to the Welsh Government (2020), there are actions being taken to amend the current legislation that protects children and young people’s rights within education. As it stands today, the law protects children up to the age of 19 but this is due to change in September 2021 after thorough research and feedback. The Welsh Government will have declared a new law that will protect children and young people with ALN up to the age of 25. This is so that for those who choose to go onto further education will be provided with the same support as school settings.







Article 29- Each child has the right to education which tries to develop their personalities and abilities, as well as other people’s rights and values.














· It is important for early years settings to support equality and demonstrate this to the children from an early age as it will encourage them to respect and celebrate other cultures, they are less familiar to. Practitioners can extend the children’s knowledge on other cultures though displaying poster and photographs throughout the room (Lindon, 2021). 
· This article demonstrates how preparing a child to take responsibility for their life and the importance of understanding the society they live in and respecting the environment. 
· In Wales, the government feel that the children in Wales benefit as school helps them to become independent and capable learners that will benefit them further on in life. They will also leave the educational system being confident individuals who are ready to become valued members and participate in society (Welsh Government, 2017).
· The Donaldson report emphasis the core element regarding the children being informed citizens who can respect the views and needs of others as well as their own. This also includes the children having knowledge about their culture, community, and society they live within. This is suggested by the Welsh Government (2015). 
· The children’s achievements should be celebrated in the setting, so they feel a sense of belonging and value.
· The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (Sally Holland) has the responsibility of protecting the child’s rights that are within the UNCRC. The commissioner’s work includes talking to the children and young people and listening to any issues they may have as well as giving any relevant information (Citizens Advice, 2021).
· According to Social Care Wales (2019), there is great emphasis on children being able to live and contribute to society according to the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act, (2014). During their time in an educational setting, there will be several opportunities that encourages individuals to involve themselves with responsibility such as an active member of the school council as well as head girl or boy positions. Children should also be given opportunities to build upon skills so that they feel confident enough to engage within these roles and participate. 
· Many schools follow Te Whariki’s idea about children growing up to be competent and confident learners who acknowledge where they belong and how they make a valued contribution to society.
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