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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Introduction:
This assignment here reflects the overall situation of the children and families in the UK living in poverty. Many areas such as social and the financial status of the families there as well as the evaluation of the policies and actions taken by the government for them are also well elaborated here. COVID-19 globally has impacted a lot in many areas, such as industries and other areas worldwide have been badly affected. Therefore, the outcomes of COVID-19 in the UK and the consequences of this pandemic for children and families are discussed in detail here. 
This stage here elaborates on the condition of the children and families living in the UK in poverty. Poverty globally is a pressing concern that affects many in the UK and many parts of the world. It has many implications and ramifications for children in the UK. Therefore, to make a more comprehensive analysis of the condition of this issue, here a discussion has been done. Poverty is a stark reminder of the uneven distribution of wealth and resources in society (United Kingdom Government, 2023). Research has shown that poverty has a profound impact on a child's physical, emotional, and cognitive development, which can lead to long-lasting effects on adulthood. Despite efforts by the government and NGOs to address this issue, the number of children living in poverty in the UK remains high (St Micheal’s fellowship, 2023). Therefore, this highlights the need for more intervention and support for vulnerable families. In recent years, child poverty has been a significant issue across the United Kingdom.  The number of children living in poverty shows little signs of decreasing and this credit goes to the government and several organisational efforts. Poverty not only affects the economic well-being of families but also has long-term consequences on the physical and mental health of children. As a result of poverty, children living in poverty are at higher risk of developing life-long health problems and tend to have reduced access to healthcare services (Cpag, 2023). Child poverty therefore can be considered a persisting problem in the UK, with thousands of children affected by it every year. The latest statistics reveal that one in three children grows up in poverty, which impacts their health, education, and future prosperity. In the UK, children living in poverty encounter inadequate access to healthcare, nutrition, housing, and education. The children here are more likely to suffer from chronic diseases, several developmental delays, and suffer mental health issues once they grow up (Main,  and Bradshaw,  2016). According to recent studies, over 4 million children currently live below the poverty line. Therefore, these children are subject to poor living conditions, limited access to resources, and a continuous struggle for survival. Statistics show that nearly 3.9 million children were living in poverty in the UK in 2020-21(Quaker Social Action, 2023). Besides, having a larger family here can result in children living in poverty. According to studies, 47 percent of them, therefore, end up being poor adults. Additionally, Black and minority ethnic groups are at a higher risk of living in poverty. As data says, 13.4 million people were living in poverty in the UK during 2020-21(Big Issue, 2023). For these people, the ability to provide basic needs such as shelter, food, and clothing is often extremely difficult. The impact of living in poverty ripples out beyond immediate requirements for survival, affecting the mental and emotional health of parents and children alike. As a result, there are wide-ranging and long-term implications for those living in such difficult circumstances. Before the pandemic 4.3 million children were living under poverty which fell to 3.9 million in 2020-21 due to Universal Credit increase(Action For Children, 2023).
The condition of families living in poverty is a persisting and pressing issue in the UK. Despite the country's status as one of the wealthiest in the world, a significant proportion of its citizens continue to struggle with low income and limited access to resources . In the UK, a family's inability to afford the basic necessities of life, such as food, shelter, and clothing, can lead to poor health outcomes and impair children's educational and social development. According to a recent study, more than 14 million people in the UK are living in poverty, with approximately 4.5 million of them being children ( Lacey, et al.,  2022 ).
The UK has already been suffering from poverty and families and children living in poverty in the UK have already encountered many challenges. Here, the arrival of COVID-19 has worsened the already existing situations of the people living in the UK in poverty. This stage here highlights the conditions and situations that the people had to go through due to the effects of the pandemic. With the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic, the world as we knew it drastically changed for children living in poverty (Action Medical Research, 2023). Suddenly, governments around the globe found themselves grappling with unprecedented challenges as well, from managing an escalating number of cases to mitigating the social and economic impacts of the pandemic. This pandemic has led children with poverty at higher risk with health challenges(Aber et al.,1997). The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on families and children living in poverty in the UK. As the country faced lockdowns and economic shutdowns, many low-income families struggled to make ends meet. They were suffering from arranging the daily meal and other necessities as living in the UK is expensive too. Children living in poverty have experienced disruptions in their education ( Ruiu, et al., 2023). As a result of this, the children and families also encountered access to proper nutrition, leading to increased anxiety and stress levels (Nuffieldtrust, 2023). Furthermore, the pandemic has exacerbated existing health disparities and has disproportionately impacted already vulnerable communities. In the UK, COVID-19 has had a significant impact on families and children living in poverty. The pandemic has intensified existing inequalities, leaving many struggling to make ends meet. Here in discussing the major issues due to this pandemic will be the access to healthcare, education, and other basic necessities had become increasingly difficult for the people living in poverty in the UK. The mental health of children and parents alike has also been affected, with increased anxiety and stress stemming from financial and social pressures (UK Parliament, 2023). The COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately affected low-income families and children in the UK. In addition to the health risks posed by the virus itself, families living in poverty have faced challenges accessing basic needs such as food, housing, and healthcare. As a major impact of Covid-19, children from disadvantaged backgrounds experienced a disruption in education and suffer from mental health issues such as anxiety and depression. Therefore, It is essential that policymakers take steps to address the specific needs of these communities during and after the pandemic to ensure that no one is left behind. Overall, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating effect on families and children living below the poverty line in the UK. With limited access to resources and support systems, these families are struggling more than ever to make ends meet (Holt, and Murray, 2022). One of the biggest challenges that they now face is providing basic necessities like food, shelter, and healthcare for their children. Many are forced to choose between paying their bills and putting food on the table, while others are at risk of losing their housing altogether.
The consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic on the health and living conditions of families and children living in poverty in the UK have been dire. The children and families experienced huge trouble in living daily life as overcrowding and lack of access to proper sanitation have created a breeding ground for the virus, leading to higher rates of infection and mortality among low-income communities (Taylor & Francis Online, 2023). Additionally, the economic impact of the pandemic has forced many families to make impossible choices, such as forgoing medical treatment or medication in order to pay for basic necessities. Therefore, it becomes the utmost responsibility of organisations and government to provide the necessary resources and support to mitigate the long-term effects of the crisis.
The UK government here after the pandemic got a bit easier, introduced some policies and actions to take care of the people and not just the rich. The UK was one of the most affected countries by the covid-19 pandemic. The country was one of the first countries to impose a lockdown to spread the virus and prevent the health care system. This particular part here discusses the various policies and actions taken by the UK government to help the families and children living in poverty in the UK (Child Poverty Action Group, 2023). The Covid-19 pandemic has disproportionately affected low-income families and children across the UK. In response, the government has announced a number of policies to provide support for these vulnerable groups during and after the pandemic. In light of this particular issue, the UK government has implemented various policies aimed at providing much-needed support to those who have been most affected (United Kingdom Government, 2023). The most significant of these policies include 
The Covid Winter Grant Scheme is one of the main approach by government.  This scheme helped families as well as children in the UK living in poverty with a boon. This policy here provided financial assistance to families in need during the winter months.
Free school meals was introduced. The government of the UK increased funding for free school meals and expanded eligibility to cover more children during the post-pandemic period (The Children’s Society, 2023).  The government has increased funding for benefits such as Universal Credit and extended free school meals throughout the summer holidays. Additionally, local authorities have been granted resources to deliver essential items like food and hygiene products to those struggling during the crisis (Whitehead, Taylor-Robinson, and Barr, 2021).
Implementation of vouchers is also an effective approach. With the help of this approach, needy people were able to arrange the necessary items and meals, medicine, etc. for their everyday use and needs to survive in the pandemic period. 
Financial compensation is also an effective scheme. This scheme was introduced by the UK government for those who have lost loved ones to the virus. The government here made sure that people who lost their loved ones during the pandemic got financial support to overcome the difficulties as much as possible. 
The Household approach was taken by government. The government of the UK here also helped families and people too in reducing household bills. This approach, therefore, helped people with an advanced payment method, thus providing benefits to people after the crisis with over 2.4 million households. Besides, there are several actions taken too such as
Local Welfare Assistance: This approach helped in funding amounts for needy people in times of crisis. Therefore, the UK government here with the introduction of this scheme has helped alleviate the burden faced by many families and children, but more still needs to be done to ensure that no one is left behind during this difficult time.
Strengthening community surveillance: This step made sure that there was no form of wrongdoing or dece in the operations for the safety of the people of the UK. This helped the government to strengthen the safety as well as all the operations that were undertaken. 
Isolation wards in hospitals: This hereby helped in building and developing the necessary isolation wards for needy people (National Institutes of Health, 2023). The government also ensured that the needy people can have the facility to use the wards as the UK was struggling to stop the spread of the virus. 
Quarantine facilities: Several quarantine centres were developed in order to stop the virus and also for the betterment of the people living in the UK under poverty. There they got access to food, medicines, etc. essential items. 
Trained manpower and rapid response team: This step by the UK government helped in the rescue and in operations of the government by making sure that all the people were safely evacuated and no one was left behind from getting any kind of services from the government. The UK government, like many others around the world, has been grappling with the impact of Covid-19 on vulnerable families and children. To mitigate the direct and indirect effects of the pandemic, these policies and actions have been implemented, ranging from financial support to provisions for mental health services.
Childhood is a developmental stage that holds great importance in the social construction of a family. It is a time when children learn and absorb values, beliefs, and social norms from their family and surroundings. Parents here play a crucial role in shaping the experiences of childhood for their children by providing warmth, affection, and guidance to them. Therefore, the quality of these experiences can leave a significant impact on a child's future success and well-being as well as on the formation of a human being (ReviseSociology, 2023). In the journey of understanding families and their dynamics, the role of childhood cannot be ignored (Garlen, 2019). Additionally, childhood forms the basis for relationships in families, which in turn shapes the social fabric of society (Hughes, et al., 2023). Besides, Childhood is considered the way individuals think and behave within their familial relationships and also with society. It is often during childhood that individuals develop their core beliefs and values about family, friends, and society and it can have a significant impact on their perspective of what it means to be a part of a family. Furthermore, childhood experiences can be good and bad and this depends on the parenting style and relationship with their children. This can also affect the children's emotional and mental development in the future (Studysmarter UK, 2023). The concept here reflects the importance of childhood in shaping how individuals view family and navigate their familial relationships.
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the concept of childhood and its social construction in the UK. With lockdowns and school closures, children have spent more time at home, experiencing a shift in their daily routines and limiting their social interactions (National Institutes of Health, 2023). This has resulted in a blur between home and school life, causing challenges for parents and shaping how families perceive and prioritise education. Additionally, the pandemic has highlighted existing inequalities among Indigenous, black and children of colour with disadvantaged children being disproportionately affected (Browne, et al., 2022 ). As a result, children became isolated, experienced fear, and were unable to socialise (Frontiers, 2023). This has also affected their development of emotional and mental stability as a human too. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.2jxsxqh]Conclusion: 
This assignment here reflects on the various areas that were badly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic period as well as the strategies that were taken by the government in order to properly operate its responsibilities throughout the UK. Here, the government of the UK undertook several strategic steps to overcome the consequences that have been experienced by the COVID-19 pandemic. Besides, the situation of the children and families that live at the poverty level is also elaborated in a detailed way. Overall, the discussion of the children and families living in poverty in the UK and what are the actions taken by the government there during the pandemic time is highlighted in the assignment.
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