Sophie Phillips (2003475)
Assignment – Social Inclusion and Exclusion

Key Social Elements that Affect a Pupil’s Ability to Access Education?

There are multiple types of elements that can affect a child’s ability to access education. Such as poverty, ethnicity, and disability. I am going to discuss more about how disability, additional needs and poverty can affect a child’s ability to access education.
There are multiple different definitions of inclusion. However, they will all have the same principles. It is described as an action of including others within the environment. Sectors should be promoting a positive inclusive environment which will make individuals feel welcomed and comfortable within the environment.
“Good inclusive practice promotes managers and practitioners to reflect on how people feel. It involves the reduction of barriers and active participation and collaboration.” (Ndna.org.uk, 2018)
Nobody should feel excluded, from anything. According to (Kids Included Together, 2020) “The largest barrier to including children with disabilities or complex needs is a lack of confidence in serving them. ” There is lots of training and support for practitioners to understand and apply inclusion for all children in their sector.
Pacey states “ Childcare providers must:
· embrace and celebrate every child’s uniqueness.
· treat all children and their families equally and with respect.
· include and support every child, regardless of ethnic background, culture, language, gender, socio-economic background, or disability.
· ensure that every child is able to participate in activities.
· provide resources that reflect the background of each child. “ (Pacey.org.uk, 2018)

Barriers to Education for Disabled and Additional Needs Children.  
There are multiple forms of barriers that disabled individuals may experience. According to (Ohrc.on.ca, 2021) “They can be physical, technological, systemic, financial, or attitudinal, or they can arise from an education provider’s failure to make available a needed accommodation in a timely manner.”
Here are some barriers that affect the accessibility to education for children with additional needs or disabilities. The most common barrier seen in sectors today is the ‘Inadequate Funding’, many children in sectors today would benefit massively with a one-to-one. However, the funding is given out on budgetary situations, rather than the needs of individuals.
Physical Inaccessibility, there are still individuals that face physical barriers in educational sectors. This often tends to be old buildings lacking in accessibility areas such as elevators or ramps. In higher education such as university the main campus buildings can also have accessibility problems along with housing.
Negative Attitude and Stereotypes, this barrier is seen less within today’s society. There are some students that continue to face negative attitudes and stereotypes due to their additional need and/or disability due to lack of knowledge of the individual’s condition. This can make accessing education difficult or lack the same quality of education as others. Children that are not diagnosed with ADHD are first seen as just naughty children, however that is not the case as ADHD is a behavioural problem that can be controlled with behaviour techniques or medication. Some more negative attitudes are assumptions that disabled individuals are not able to work and be independent.
There are many children that will get excluded from school due to their actions and/or behaviours. “Exclusion from school should be a rarity, not the first line of defence when there are difficulties in managing a child’s behaviour.” According to (Whitney, B. (2008). Social Inclusion in Schools: Improving Outcomes, Raising Standards) This is because individuals that have been out of school for short or long periods will make them feel a sense of alienation. 
Statistics on Disability and Additional Needs.
In 2018-19 it is recorded that there were 14.1 million disabled individuals living within the UK. Only 8% of the 14.1 million was children. 
Worldwide there is 1 billion individuals that are disabled and 80% are living within developing countries. It more common that disabled individuals are living in poverty. According to (Humanity-inclusion.org.uk, 2018) “more than 32 million disabled children don’t go to school. These children are denied their fundamental right to learn, just because they have a disability.”
There are around 351 thousand children between the ages 0-17 that have learning disabilities within the UK. SEN is defined as a difficulty in a child’s  behaviour, they could struggle with their reading and writing, or do not have the ability to understand others and can affect concentration. Most children with additional needs will be mainstream schools however less than 10% attend SEN schools.
According to (MenCap,2020) “Children with special educational needs (SEN) are twice as likely as other children to be bullied regularly.” This can affect a child’s education as they will be too scared to go into school because of the bullies. Which could result in missed learning. This can have a massive effect on a child if this is happening within their GCSE years, they could miss important exams or miss key lessons and in result does not do as well as they could of in their exam.
In 2018 there was research on disabilities and SEN linking with poverty. (MenCap,2020) “Children with a moderate learning disability 27.5% at SEN support and 36.2% with statement/EHC plans were eligible for and claiming free school meals.”

Barriers to Education because of Poverty.
One of the most common barrier to education all over the world is the lack of funding. Schools that are smaller and in areas that is affected with poverty also are affected, they will suffer from lack of resources and most times they would not attract the best teachers due to the poverty area.
 It is historically proven that Social Class has an impact on a child’s education. An example is The Elementary Education Act 1870 brought power for all children to receive education from any background. Before this act children from wealthy families are the ones that went to school as education was publicly funded. Social class is still seen today however not to the past situations, children from wealthy families may be sent to private schools which is seen as ‘better’ education. 
Outside of the UK in developing world, there are many children are learning within environments that would never be seen within the UK. These classrooms can be overcrowded and the building not being structurally safe. Along with basic facilities like running water not being available. In many developing countries children may find it harder to get to school due to the distance they may have to travel. Most times these children are likely to not attend school due to looking after younger siblings and helping their mother around their home.
Hidden additional costs can be a barrier to education, this can affect children living in poverty as extra costs in education can be things like school uniform, resources like pens and pencils and school trips. Most trips are not fully funded by the school and will ask families to contribute to the trip which can sometimes be a problem for some families. They may be struggling to get food on the table and cannot afford to contribute to weekend away trips with the school. School Uniform and School PE kits are not cheap, and many families struggle to afford them. Many family try and find a work around the price, by finding similar looking uniforms in shops like Asda or Tesco, which are cheaper. This could result to the child being bullied by other children. Depending on how strict school apply the uniform dress code some children could even be sent home or excluded due to the wrong uniform. 
Poverty Statistic’s.
There are statistics that show that more than 1 of 5 individuals in the UK are living in relative poverty and affecting 1 in 3 children. There are findings that there are greater levels in a negative impact in physical and mental health and educational achievement and equal opportunities, within a disadvantaged society.

In the UK there are children living with only one employed parent. Which in theory means lower pay jobs and living ‘hand to mouth’. Due to the Covid-19 crisis this has be pushed even more. Data received by (Childrenssociety.org.uk, 2020) around 4.3 million children in poverty and over 100% of them are receiving emergency food.
Promoting Inclusions
According to (Florian, L., et al, 2002: C2 P5) “ Giangreco (1997) identified common features of schools where inclusive education is reported to be thriving. These features are: 
· Collaborative Teamwork
· A shared framework
· Family involvement
· General educator ownership
· Clear role relationships among professionals 
· Effective use of support staff
· Meaningful Individual Education Plans (IEPs)
· Procedures for evaluating effectiveness.”
This showed the change in school structures in that sectors are accommodating to the wider ranges of abilities within pupils. 
Children have a right to be able to learn and play with others, while not being discriminated against or excluded because of a disability, learning difficulty, social class, ethnicity, or gender.
A childcare sector is obliged to implement inclusion and equality policies for their employee to follow by to ensure the well-being of all children within that current environment. They should be committed to providing an environment that has equal opportunities for all and a discrimination free setting.
Settings should also be following Every Child Matters Act 2003, and the 5 outcomes of this act. Children have the right to be “Healthy, Stay Safe, Enjoying and Achieving, making a Positive Contribution and Achieving Economic Well-Being”  This act set standards that the practitioners should be achieved to ensure that the children in their care are meeting these outcomes. This is often linked in with the Early Years Foundation Phase principle which are: Every child is unique; every child should get positive relationships and an enabling environment in where they can learn and develop. These acts will also support children in being involved with their environments, the principles of the foundation Phase will ensure that the children learning needs are being thought about and adapted to suit how they best learn. With Every Child Matters, this ensure that they are safe within their environment for the best outcome for learning.
Promoting Inclusion for Disabled and Additional Needs Children 
(Teach Early Years Magazine, 2021) states “Inclusion is sometimes taken to apply specifically and only to those children identified as having special educational needs, learning in mainstream settings.”
Promoting inclusion starts by ensuring the children are feeling welcomed and safe within their current environments. If the child feels safe within the sector, they will have a sense of belonging and build a relationship with other children and staff. Encouraging children to learn at their own pace, to ensure their best possible outcome while practitioners and families give the child reassurance.  Ensuring the environment is as comfortable as possible for all, will encourage children to learn and have respect for others.
Pacey talks about what childcare providers should do to make an inclusive practice. Promoting inclusion of disabled individuals is a high on the political agenda. There has been research that shows the disabled children are at a high disadvantage. 
Practitioners must ensure that they can include each child in any activity they set for the children. An example is ensuring that a wheelchair user can access their classroom and outdoors and indoor areas and have access to participate in activities, Practitioners such as teacher should be aware of any disabilities or additional needs within their class and should be planning lessons and activities that will be suitable for those children and the other children within the class. Ensuring that they have the correct resources to help provide inclusion for the disabled and additional needs individuals.
Promoting inclusion for Individuals Within Poverty.
One problem that children living in poverty experience is that they get the worst education, lifestyle and health issues that affect their learning. Practitioners should be identifying the problem that is affecting their learning and should find a way to tackle the problem to ensure that the individual is included in their learning. 
There is a system within Wales that children can apply for free school meals, this sometimes includes breakfast as well. Most applicants for this are children that live in poverty. This helps many children as this system allows them to have a hot meal and a well balance meal. Sadly, for some children this could also be their only one hot meal and well-balanced meal for the day, due to families buying the cheap alternative foods.
It is important to be able to work with other practitioners that could be working with that individual. However, it is also important to be able to work with the parents of the individual. An example of this is providing information such as how the school can help with the well-being of the child, this could be free school meals being available for children living in poverty. This can promote inclusion as the child will be able to concentrate more during class and would benefit their learning. “Research has shown that students are able to learn better when they’re well-nourished and eating healthy meals has been linked to higher grades, better memory and  alertness, and faster information processing.” (Options for Youth, 2016) If children do not have good nutrition, they will be at a disadvantage due missing out on learning.
Legislations Supporting Inclusion.
Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 introduced  rights for disabled individuals, within education. “The Act introduces the right for disabled students not to be discriminated against in education, training and any services provided wholly or mainly for students” According to (news desk, 2005)
This Act ensures that practitioners cannot treat anyone differently or less favourable than a non-disabled individual, because of the individuals needs or disabilities. In the case that there is an individual with a high disadvantage the practitioners must implement the correct steps, to ensure that the child is not being discriminated against and not being excluded. This could mean that practitioners must change the environment, use alternative implementations, changes in or added staff and provided resources.
Practitioners need to be able to meet and anticipate the needs and requirements of the individual and be able to adjust when necessary, to ensure that there is not disadvantage to the individual and that they are being included.
The Equality Act 2010 “protects people from discrimination, harassment and victimisation.” (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2020) This act protects nine characteristics. To name a few are, age, disability, race, gender  and sexual orientation. With this act everyone is protected from all discrimination when in a workplace, public service, or education and in businesses and transport.
It says that there are four ways that an individual could be discriminated against. They are direct and indirect discrimination, harassment, and victimisation. This Act requires all workplaces and public bodied to have active policies about this Act to ensure that everyone is being protected, places of work are required to show evidence that the policy exists and that it is being implemented.
This act helps to safeguard children and young people, from discrimination, harassment, and victimisation. Form people that should be caring for them, such as family members. This act can also protect women that are pregnant or young women. An example of the protecting them is when they are applying for a job many young women will be turned away due to, they are more likely to become pregnant and then want maternity leave. Employers cannot discriminate these individuals due to being around the age for common pregnancy or are pregnant.
The Equality act will be able to support and protect both key elements that I have talked about from discrimination. Equality Act can protect individuals with ALN and disabilities by ensuring that practitioners work together to include the individuals in their activities. Businesses need to ensure that their business is accessible for these individuals. Such as ramps and lifts or  braille or sign language. 
This act can protect individuals living in poverty by providing services they could use, for example food bank suppliers. Schools will also be able to supply free school meals (sometimes includes free breakfast) to children that are living in poverty. It can protect individuals from harassment such as bullying because they cannot afford the ‘nice’ clothing’s or the ‘trendy’ items.
From own experience from working within education sectors where ive seen barriers for disabilities individuals both hear impairments and wheelchair users. However, this sector has worked hard to ensure that these children are being included with everything happening within the sector an example is that the infant yard is above ground mean there is a set of stairs. This made a barrier for the individual within the wheelchair; however, practitioners worked together and made an entrance using a ramp near the junior yard. This experience has shown me how important those legislations are as if they did not exist then these individuals could be at a massive disadvantage.
Though-out my education in college and my first year of university, I have had a strong interest in additional needs and behaviour. I enjoy work with individuals that have a disability or an additional need, which has sparked my interest in the topic. Along with some of the units I have done I have enjoyed learning about and developing my knowledge about. During my readings of this topic, I have found many interesting statistics that I was quite shocked about the developing world. 
To conclude I believe that both of these key factors can have a negative effect on a child’s education and ability to learn. This is because of the many barriers that they can face in their everyday lives. However, there are many policies and legislations that can and will protect them to enable them to overcome barriers themselves or with support. This also ensures that businesses and public sectors provide support and resources to include these individuals. If it is not provided, they can be breaking law’s and can have massive consequences to these actions. Without many of these legislations talk about the world could be very different. The families with poverty would not get education without The Elementary Education Act 1870 as this allowed all children aged 5-17 to go to school and have an education, without this act we would likely still have young children working, to help their families. Unfortunately, this is still the case in many developing countries.
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