Village to Empire, 27th November 2016Workshop: Source criticism // The period of Gaius Gracchus

[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 1: Policies of Gaius Gracchus
Text 1: Plutarch, Gaius Gracchus 5: 
He now introduced a number of laws which he hoped would not only find favour with the people, but would also undermine the authority of the Senate. 
[1] One of these concerned the public lands which he proposed to divide up among the poor citizens. 
[2] Another related to the army, and laid it down that soldiers should be supplied with clothing at the public expense without any corresponding deduction being made from their pay, and that nobody should be conscripted below the age of seventeen. 
[3] Yet another was devoted to the allies, and extended to the Italians the same voting rights as were already enjoyed by Roman citizens. 
[4] A fourth dealt with supplies of grain and reduced the price at which it was to be sold to the poor, while the [5] fifth regulated the appointment of jurymen. It was this law which did more than any other to reduce the power of the Senate. [continues…] 
[6] He also introduced legislation which provided for the founding of colonies, the construction of roads, [7] and the establishment of public granaries. He himself acted as director and supervisor of every project and never flagged for a moment in the execution of all these different and elaborate undertakings. On the contrary, he carried out each of them with an extraordinary speed and power of application, as if each concern were the only one he had to manage, so that even those who disliked and feared him most were amazed at his efficiency and his capacity to carry through every enterprise to which he set his hand. As for the people, the very sight of Gaius never failed to impress them, as they watched him attended by a host of contractors, craftsmen, ambassadors, magistrates, soldiers, and men of letters, all of whom he handled with a courteous ease which enabled him to show kindness to all his associates without sacrificing his dignity, and to give every man the consideration that was his due. In this way he gave the clearest possible proof that those who had represented him as a tyrannical, overbearing, or violent man were uttering nothing but malicious slanders. He was in fact a more effective popular leader in his personal dealings with men and his handling of business than he was in his speeches from the rostra. 
Up to this date only senators had been entitled to serve as jurors in criminal cases and it was this privilege above all which had made them feared both by the common people and by the equestrian order. The effect of Gaius' law was to add to the three hundred members of the Senate a further three hundred drawn from the equestrian order and to arrange that juries should be drawn from the whole six hundred. Gaius is said to have made even more strenuous efforts than usual to secure the passage of this law. But what was especially noticeable in his campaign was that, whereas in the past all popular leaders, whenever they rose to speak, had turned their faces to the right towards the Senate-house and the part of the Forum which is known as the Comitium, he now created a new precedent by turning, whenever he addressed the people, to the left towards the Forum proper, and he made a regular habit of this procedure. Thus, by a slight change of posture and deviation from the normal practice, he raised an issue of immense importance and in a sense transferred the whole character of Roman politics from an aristocratic to a democratic basis; for what his action really implied was that orators should address themselves to the people and not to the Senate. 

Text 2: Velleius 2.7.6-8
I should regard as the most pernicious aspect of the legislation of C. Gracchus the planting of colonies outside Italy. Earlier generations had carefully avoided this since they saw that many colonies had become more powerful than their mother cities, Carthage than Tyre, Massalia than Phocaea, Syracus than Corinth and Byzantium than Miletus, and had always insisted on Roman citizens (temporarily abroad) returning to Italy for the census. But Carthage was the first colony founded outside Italy; Narbo Martius was founded immediately after in the consulship of Porcius and Marcius (118 BC)

Text 3: Diodorus 34-35.25.1 (on the province of Asia):
By surrendering the provinces to the arrogance and greed of the publicani, he provoked a just hatred of the Roman empire among the subject peoples.


Section 2: Livius Drusus & the Senate
Text 1 - Plutarch, Gaius Gracchus 8:
 One of Gaius’ colleagues in the tribunate was Livius Drusus. This was a man who possessed all the advantages of birth and upbringing, and who, in strength of character, in wealth, and oratorical power could compete with those who had raised themselves by such gifts to the highest and most honoured positions in the state. Accordingly, the aristocratic party approached him and invited him to attack Gaius and join forces with them in opposing him. Their plan was that he should on no account resort to violence nor risk any open clash with the people, but rather use his power to please them and grant concessions when it would have been more honourable to incur unpopularity by refusing them.
(…) the senate, fearing that Gracchus would become altogether invincible, made a new and unusual attempt to divert the people from him; they vied with him, that is, in courting the favour of the people, and granted their wishes contrary to the best interests of the state.

Text 2 - Plutarch. Gaius Gracchus 9.1-2
Livius, accordingly, put his influence as tribune at the service of the senate to this end, and drew up laws which aimed at what was neither honourable nor advantageous; nay, he had the emulous eagerness of the rival demagogues of comedy to achieve one thing, namely, to surpass Gaius in pleasing and gratifying the people. In this way the senate showed most plainly that it was not displeased with the public measures of Caius, but rather was desirous by all means to humble or destroy the man himself. 2] For when Caius proposed to found two colonies, and these composed of the most respectable citizens, they accused him of truckling to the people; but when Livius proposed to found twelve, and to send out to each of them three thousand of the needy citizens, they supported him. With Caius, because he distributed public land among the poor for which every man of them was required to pay a rental into the public treasury, they were angry, alleging that he was seeking thereby to win favour with the multitude; but Livius met with their approval when he proposed to relieve the tenants even from this rental.  (…) And indeed Livius himself, in his public harangues, always said that he introduced these measures on the authority of the senate, which desired to help the common people; 
Text 3 - Opimius’ attendant is murdered
Plutarch, Gaius Gracchus 12: 
At the same time Gaius’ opponents secured Opimius’ election as consul, and they at once proceeded to repeal many of his laws and also to interfere with the organisation of the colony at Carthage. They did this in the hope of provoking Gaius into committing some act of violence, which would give them the excuse to destroy him. At any rate on the day when Opimius and his party had planned to revoke Gaius’ laws, both factions posted themselves on the Capitol early in the morning. Then after the consul had offered up a sacrifice, one of his attendants, Quintus Antyllius, who was carrying away the entrails of the victims, shouted to Fulvius’ supporters, ‘Stand back, you rogues, and make way for honest citizens!’ Some writers add that as he spoke these words he stretched out his bare arm towards them and made an insulting gesture. At any rate he was instantly set upon and stabbed to death with long writing-styluses, which were said to have been made expressly for this purpose. The crowd was thrown into utter confusion by the murder, while the leaders of the two parties were affected in diametrically opposite ways. Gaius was deeply distressed and reproached his followers for having given their enemies the pretext they had been looking for all this time, while Opimius was triumphant, as if he could now seize a long awaited opportunity, and he proceeded to urge the people to take revenge. 

Text 4:  Cicero, de re publica 1.31:
(…) the allies and the  Latins have been roused to anger, treaties have been broken, the commissioners are disturbing everything and devising something new every day, all worthy citizens are in a state of anguish.
3.41: (Gracchus) was steadfast in helping citizens, but ignored the rights and treaties of allies and Latins.

Text 5 – C. Fannius’ speech (consul of 122 BC) (ORF 32.1.3):
If you give citizenship to the Latins, then, do you imagine that you will have space in the assembly as you now have, or that you will be able to attend games and festivals? Do you think they will take up all the space?

Text 6 –Velleius 2.15.2
The fate of the Italians was as savage as their cause was truly just; for they were demanding citizenship in the state whose empire they defended by their arms. In every year and in every war they served with twice as many foot and horse as the Romans and yet they were not given the right of citizenship in the very state  which had reached through their efforts so high a position that it could look with contempt on men of the same race and blood as if they were outsiders and foreigners.



Section 3: Land reform after Gaius Gracchus
Text 1 - Appian, Civil Wars I.4.27:
Not long after [the death of Gaius Gracchus] a law was enacted to permit holders to sell the land about which they had quarrelled. For even this had been forbidden by the law of the elder Gracchus. At once the rich began to buy the allotments of the poor, or found pretexts for seizing them by force. So the condition of the poor became even worse than before, until Spurius Thorius, a tribune of the plebs (118 BC), brought in a law providing that the distribution of public domain should be discontinued, that the land should belong to those in possession who should pay rent for it to the state, and that the money so received should be distributed; and this distribution was a kind of solace to the poor, but it did not help to increase the population. By these devices the law of Gracchus – a most excellent and useful one if it could have been carried out – was once for all frustrated, and a little later the rent itself was abolished at the instance of another tribune [probably lex agrarian of 111BC]. So the plebeians lost everything, and hence resulted a still further decline in the number of both citizens and soldiers, and in the revenue from the land and the distribution and in the allotments themselves.
Text 2 – extracts from the Lex Agraria, 111 B.C. (CIL I 585. Crawford Roman Statutes)
article 1: Sp. Thorius? son of ? as tribune of the plebs duly/lawfully proposed to the plebs and the plebs lawfully voted/resolved, in the forum – on ---. the . . . tribe] was the first to vote, and Quintus Fabius, son of Quintus, cast the first vote for the tribe.
Whatever (As regards the) public land of the Roman people (there was) in the land of Italy in the consulship of Publius Mucius and Lucius Calpurnius, with the exception of (apart from) that land whose division was excluded and prohibited by the law/statute or plebiscite proposed by Gaius Sempronius Gracchus, son of Tiberius, tribune of the plebs [. . . Whatever] land or piece of land [anyone according to this statute or plebiscite] took for himself or kept (bequeathed?), provided that its size be not greater than what it was lawful for one man to take [or keep] for himself according to statute or plebiscite […].
article 3: [Whatever public land of the Roman people there was in the land of Italy in the consulship of P. Mucius and L. Calpurnius, apart from the land, whose division was excluded or forbidden according to the statue or plebiscite which C. Sempronius, son of Tiberius, tribune of the plebs, proposed…. whatever land or piece or land] a IIIvir according to statute or plebiscite granted or assigned from that land or piece land to any a Roman citizen by lot, which is not in that land or piece of land, which [is] beyond [---]
article 4: [Whatever public land of the Roman people there was in the land of Italy in the consulship of P. Mucius and L. Calpurnius, apart from the land, whose division was excluded or forbidden according to the statue or plebiscite which C. Sempronius, son of Tiberius, tribune of the plebs, proposed…. whatever land or piece or land] was restored by a tres vir [---].

Text 3: Inscriptiones Latinae Liberae Rei Publicae I, #454: (CIL I2 638)
Publius Popilius – consul of 132 BC.
	[P(ublius) Popillius C(ai) f(ilius) co(n)s(ul)] | 
VIAM FECEI AB REGIO AD CAPVAM ET |
IN EA VIA PONTEIS OMNEIS MILIARIOS |
TABELARIOSQVE POSEIVEI. HINCE SVNT |
NOVCERIAM MEILIA LI, CAPVAM XXCIIII, |
MVRANVM LXXIIII, COSENTIAM CXXIII, |
VALENTIAM CLXXX, AD FRETVM AD |
STATVAM CCXXXI, REGIVM CCXXXVII. |
SUMA AF CAPVA REGIVM MEILIA CCCXXI . |
ET EIDEM PRAETOR IN |
SICILIA FVGITEIVOS ITALICORVM |
CONQVAEISIVEI REDIDEIQVE |
HOMINES DCCCCXVII EIDEMQVE |
PRIMVS FECEI UT DE AGRO POPLICO |
ARATORIBVS CEDERENT PAASTORES. |
FORVM AEDISQUE POPLICAS HEIC FECEI.

	Publius Popilius, son of Gaius, consul
I constructed the road from Regio to Capua
and all the bridges, milestones

From here to Nouceria 51 miles, to Capua 84 miles,….



as praetor in Sicily I have returned the fugitives of the Italians to the owners: 917 men, and I was the first who removed pastural farmers from ager publicus and gave it to farmers.
I constructed the forum and temple.



Section 4: Marius (157 – 86 BC)
Text 1: Sallust, bellum Iugurthinum 86.3:
(N.B.: Jugurthine War  - 111 – 105 BC)
Some claimed that C. Marius acted as he did because of a shortage of propertied recruits, others because of his wish as consul to court popularity, because he had been supported and raised up by the poor and the poorer a man was the better a follower he was of men greedy for power; his own property was not dear to him, since he had none, and anything would be justified if he was rewarded for doing it.
Text 2: Jerome, De viris illustribus 73 (“On illustrious men”): 
L. Appuleius Saturninus, a seditious tribune of the people, in order to win favour with the soldiers of C. Marius, passed a law that a 100 iugera of land in Africa should be assigned to each veteran; when his colleague M. Baebius attempted to interpose his veto, he got him out of the way by a volley of stones from the mob.
Nota Bene:
Vellius Paterculus, historian, c. 19 BC – c. AD 31
Plutarch, AD 45 (Chaeronea) – AD 120 (Delphi)
Diodorus Siculus, 90 – 30 BC: Bibliotheca historica, 60-30 BC 
Appianus (Alexandria), c. AD 95 (Alexandria) - AD 165 (Rome)
Jerome, De viris illustribus, c. AD 392-3.
Marcus Tullius Cicero, 106 BC (Arpinum) – 43 BC (Formia)
Gaius Sallustius Crispus, 86 – c.35 BC, botn at Amiternum (Sabine), partisan of Caesar.
