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ECGE4001 – Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Task

My Assignment 

Part 1
In Iceland and corresponding countries, they believe that it is important that young people are engaged with having a set amount of time to play outdoors. Norodahl and Johannesson have written about published government papers which suggests that young people spending a healthy amount of time outdoors is beneficial to them. It specifies within the curriculum guidelines that they put emphasis on using the outdoors as it is a great learning environment for young people and could be a brilliant scene to get them into exercising, appreciating the world around them. This is illustrated in Norodahl and Johannesson (2013). This has been a continuing, issue. Children aged one to six have the time of day to play outside. Young people aged six to sixteen only have a specific amount of time set aside to spend outside within term time, either in schools with their friends and peers at break time, or at the end of the school day. It is unknown what teachers do to facilitate the learning that takes place outside of the classroom, furthermore it is believed it will vary from teacher to teacher and school to school. However, there is developing evidence to suggest teachers are indeed using the outside more and more often.  There is compelling evidence saying that in the capital, Reykjavik, it has been seen that schools have had a seventy percent increase in participating in educating their students and young people in the outdoors, outside of the classroom norm. 
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Part 2a
Forest Schools - “It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults', regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and increase self- esteem through a hands-on learning experience in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brian, 2006). This is the view point and definition that Murray and O’Brian have on Forest Schools.  Certain people are concerned that young people, in schools, are now not getting to go to woodlands and other environments as did their parents and previous generations did in the past when they were young people themselves. Health and safety are a big part of today's society and Murray and O’Brian believe that this contributes to why young people aren’t using the outside as much. Furthermore, there is a lot of indoor activities that are available to young people meaning they don’t need to go outside to have a good time. There is also more supporting evidence that suggests that if our young people do not go outside as teenagers, they are more likely not to during adulthood. Continuingly, research conducted by [[QUOTE]] have suggested that young people and adults will not reap the benefits of nature and will miss out on the physical and emotional advantages. Learning within the classroom differs massively from gaining an education out in the environment. The Welsh Assembly Government are starting to push the idea of forest schools and are encouraging teachers to do the same within their own workplace and classrooms.
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Part2b
1) If someone fails to source the information or direct quote, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is highly important that students avoid plagiarism as it will lower or completely make void the scores accumulated on assignments, seminars and portfolio work. 

2) False. Students must reference every, and all quotes, ideas, pieces of information, statistics. Within the Harvard Referencing handbook, it states there are numerous reasons why referencing is needed. Downes and Evans comment: 
It will.... 
Demonstrate the breadth of research you have undertaken, add academic credibility to your arguments, enable readers to find the sources you have used in your work, acknowledge the ideas and work of others, avoid accidental plagiarism. Downes and Evans. 

3) Wikipedia is believed to be one of the worst websites to source information from for academic writing. On Wikipedia anyone can open the website and alter the text making the information or on it far from accurate and making it less creditable. 

4)  Long quotations- A long quotation consists of a quote that extends to either thirty words, two lines or both. To use a long quotation correctly, especially at higher education, you must follow a few guidelines. You must always add the quote as a separate paragraph, indent the paragraph, follow the in-text citation. Within a quote of this design, quotation marks are not required. 

5) When writing an academic assignment, you must conduct academic research. There is a vast number of places to find information. However, arguably the best sources are books, newspaper articles, television, the internet and......... These are all valuable sources when looking for information so long they are relating to the topic of the assignment and are credible. 

Part 3- Critical Analysis
Within this assay it will take an objective look at, pick apart and argue the topic of an article. The topic at hand in this article is a ‘brief report’ on ‘Students Perspectives of Cyber Bullying’- (Also the title) by the authors: Patricia W. Agatston, Ph.D., Robin Kowalski, Ph.D. and Susan Limber Ph.D. The aim was to ‘gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on the students and the possible need of prevention messages.’ Furthermore, it was also to discuss findings from focus groups conducted in the Cobb County School District of Marietta, Georgia. The aim of the study was to gain a better understanding of cyber bullying and how it affects children and what preventions, or action is taken to stop or diminish it and how much it is talked about. 

It is arguable from the text that the author is pushing the fact that cyber bullying is a big form of bullying. This is backed up within the study when asking students if bullying is a problem, they said incidents mainly occur outside of the school grounds with exception of cyber bullying. “A majority of the female students indicated that cyber bullying was a problem (...) although male students were somewhat less likely to agree”. This is good as it shows people, more so in this case the authors of the article, have many different opinions and views on topics. 

The paragraphs are worded in a decent proportion, clearly but professionally laid out with clear sub headings which gives the reader an idea of what is going to be discussed or what evidence is going to be presented.  The language used is formal and well written. There is a paragraph within the article which uses statistics and demographic data. This is brilliant as it shows research has been research done about the topic, which gives the reader a number or practical evidence of information on the given theme. It is arguable to say that sentences and statistics are easy to read by anyone reading at higher education. However, this might not be true. The understanding of what is written isn’t always down to how well written it is. The NHS has ‘estimated up to 1 in every 10 people in the UK has some degree of dyslexia.’ (NHS UK).

 A bulk of the evidence comes from school students and young people. Not to say that all young people lie, however some may have been involved in cyber bullying, whether it is taking part or being bullied themselves, they could be afraid and too shy to say or could bend the truth to avoid the repercussions of their actions. Cyber bullying statistics from the i-SAFE foundation say that ‘Well over half of young people do not tell their parents when cyber bullying occurs.’(i-SAFE). The text relies heavily on the words and opinions of the young people taken part in the focus groups and although students are one of the best sources for this information, being a primary source, this could be argued that it might not be 100% reliable. 

To conclude- the article is well and clearly writing using formal but understanding language. The paragraphs are a digestible size with good sub-headings, there are quotes and demographic data which builds a strong and reliable argument. The underlining theme is tackled and stays on topic. Facilitating to people with learning difficulties and researching to find more than one source of information could build an even stronger argument to a study and would be beneficial. 
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