Order and Ordering
A brief reminder of recent history can serve as an introduction.  In the last century there have been two World Wars, the first was ‘the War to end all wars’ and was supposed, ‘to make the world a better place’ but despite these sincere sentiments within two decades war had broken out again. While historians talk of treaty obligations and political miscalculations those who  lived through that war recall that we were subject to propaganda pointing out that Nazi’s were fascists and bad people and we were obliged to fight them ‘to make the world a better place’ so we declared war on Germany not the reverse.  British troops fought on the Western Front while their Russian comrades fought in the east and after the Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbour the Americans joined in and eventually the war was won.  However soon we were engaged in a ‘Cold War’ with Russia who we were told sought to extend their repressive Communist regime.  More recently (2002), George W. Bush, the American President declared war on ‘an axis of evil’ which seemed to include Iraq and Iran  and once more with the agreement of Tony Blair, the UK Prime Minister at the time, we were at war in Iraq ‘to make the world a better place.’ 
Fascism, Communism and the Islamic ‘axis of evil’ are all ideologies seen as threatening, particularly if they are the subjects of propaganda as is the case during wars. But the aspiration ‘to make the world a better place’ by instituting ‘ordering’ and establishing ‘order’ may also be ideological.  Such aspirations constitute Utopianism and would seem to justify further examination.
In the West for the past century the prevailing ideology has been ‘liberalism’ expressed in ‘democracy’, both terms ill-defined, being understood and utilized in a variety of ways leading sometimes to inconsistency and contradiction[footnoteRef:1].  Currently there is a general disillusionment with the inefficiency in the operation of the democratic process which, while designed to safeguard minority interests against the will of the majority, may lead to delays in enacting and implementing legislation. Given the frustrations of an electorate who experience politicians as not recognising their wishes, or being unable to implement measures which would benefit the community, lead to a tendency to wish to bypass democratic protocols and elect strong leaders who would have the power to make such changes even though in doing so there is the danger of the leader becoming more dictatorial.  Such leaders may be attracted to some form of totalitarianism in the guise of utopianism. [1:  Michael Freeden, Liberalism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2015)] 



Utopianism
Sargent helpfully distinguishes literary utopias as a genre, reminding us that they are fictional, from utopian practice which while  including so-called ‘intentional communities’ has a broader application and :
is now used as a label for many types of social and political activity intended to bring about a better society and in some cases personal transformation’[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Lyman Tower Sargent, Utopianism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2010) p.7] 

Utopian social theory is a third area exploring the relationship between utopia and ideology. He also points out that:
 ’literary utopias have at least six purposes, although they are not necessarily separable. A utopia can be simply a fantasy, it can be a description of a desirable or an undesirable society, an extrapolation, a warning, an alternative to the present, or a model to be achieved. And the intentional community as utopia adds a seventh purpose, to demonstrate that living a better life is possible in the here and now’[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Ibid.p.8] 

 Such utopias occasion either hope or alarm, if the latter it would be referred to as a dystopia though the perspective adopted may depend on whether the observer is within or outside the community.
While literary dystopias may be written as a fantasy which can be interpreted as of contemporary significance, the author may be directing the reader to see a particular relevance and to recognise it as a ‘warning call’.  Aldous Huxley writing in Brave New World Revisited is very specific about his intentions maintaining that his novel should be viewed as prophecies about the future, so that it should carry a similar import to the non-fictional ecological warning contained in Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring[footnoteRef:4]. He writes: [4:  Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (Harmondsworth; Penguin Books 1962 reprinted1983)] 

We who were living in the second quarter of the twentieth century A.D. were the inhabitants, admittedly of a gruesome kind of universe; but the nightmare of those depression years was radically different from the nightmare of the future, described in Brave New World. Ours was a nightmare of too little order; theirs in the seventh century A.F., of too much… Twenty seven years later…I feel a good deal less optimistic than I did when I was writing Brave New World. The prophecies made in 1931 are coming true much sooner than I thought they would…The nightmare of total organisation, which I had situated in the seventh century After Ford, has emerged from the safe remote future and is now awaiting us, just around the next corner[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  Aldous Huxley in The Utopia Reader ed Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent New York & London:New York University Press 1999)] 

Huxley’s explanation places his work closer to that of Rachel Carson than might be expected, for while she records events that are happening contemporaneously, he may be seen as engaged in a ‘thought experiment’ recording what he feels is likely to occur when current trends are extrapolated. Other fictional works such as Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-four which explores dystopia may be viewed in a similar light as ‘thought experiments’.  Huxley suggests that his contemporary ‘gruesome’ world was a dystopia arising from too little order but with the exception of  ‘A Clockwork  Orange’ most fictional dystopias arise from excessive order .
 While utopianism arises as a result of an urge to create a new and better social order, introducing the sweeping changes that such an innovation would demand inevitably provokes resistance from those opposed to any alteration in the status quo and as advocates of utopianism require universal consent to ensure the success of their project they are obliged to consider the available means of ordering society to ensure the acquiescence of dissident voices.  History suggests that those seeking to impose their version of utopia often believe that the ends justify the means and resort to ‘liquidation’ which may include genocide.  Examples which spring to mind would include the French Revolution, Hitler’s 3rd Reich, Stalin’s purge, Chairman Mao’s Cultural Revolution, and Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge.


Nineteen Eighty Four 
Orwell presents a nightmarish society as a warning of the ever-present danger of corruption, as the Party of government no longer is concerned with the welfare of the people acknowledging that the power that corrupts requires no justification. O’Brien, a thought police agent, tells Winston:
 The Party seeks power entirely for its own sake.  We are not interested in the good of others; we are interested solely in power.  Not wealth or luxury or long life or happiness:  only power, pure power. [footnoteRef:6]                                                               [6:  George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-four,(London: Penguin Books 1949)  p.275.] 

Given this state of affairs the government in Nineteen Eighty Four, to maintain itself,  puts in  place a totalitarian regime intent on annihilating all thought except that of the Party.  It is brutally sadistic in the way it operates, using fear as the primary tool to control any signs of non-compliance.
 Orwell gives a detailed picture of the methods adopted to control the ‘language of discourse’, and it is Winston the protagonist, who is witness to the state manipulation for he works in the Ministry of Truth, and is given orders to erase the past; thus everything ever printed, such as newspapers, books, magazines and reports, are given a new history, which may be rewritten many times until its real past no longer exists. In addition the State also wants every individual’s memory of past relationships with their emotive content, erased, as all thoughts and desires are regarded as belonging to the State and are monitored by Big Brother, who is ever present via a continuous television picture of him, accompanied by exhortations and other propaganda. Further, Big Brother’s ever seeing eye maintains constant surveillance enabling detection of any inadvertent straying away from the State’s rules; such an occurrence would prompt the Thought Police to investigate and might result in the individual being taken to Room 101, where they would be tortured and brainwashed until they finally learned to love Big Brother, not to be forgiven but to be liquidated as the State retains the power to cleanse the victims of all thought except that of the State before they die, not wanting anyone who has not attained this ‘truth’ to pass out of their grasp.
This description is reminiscent of the ‘show trials that took place behind the Iron Curtain before the collapse of the Berlin Wall.
Orwell also details the way the Party ensures control of ‘language of discourse’ by manipulation of the language. So there is in production the Eleventh Edition of a Newspeak Dictionary.  Newspeak is continually being refined so that the workers frequently have to relearn Newspeak. The compilers are intent on the task of destroying words to ensure that no single word is left that will not become obsolete before 2050.  They achieve this by ridding the language of verbs, adjectives, and nouns; antonyms and synonyms are redundant as by this procedure one word can cover the meaning of six words. Thus, the aim of Newspeak is to narrow the range of thought, so eventually by diminishing the range of thought makes thought crime impossible. Orwell thus presents a vision of a mindless people unable to think at all; control at its most powerful; complete ordering to achieve the requisite order.
Conners in “Do It to Julia” questions Orwell’s intentions asking;
Does it reflect, as many have believed, a final and complete abandonment of hope in man’s ability to create a just and decent society?[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  James Conners, ‘Do it to Julia’ in Nineteen Eighty-four to 1984 ed by C. J. Kuppig (New York; Carroll & Graf Publishers19840 p224 ] 

This vision, however, is fallible as total control is never attained by the Party as Winston realises that there are always some unfortunates who finish up in Room 101, an infamous place where they are tortured before being liquidated.  If total control had been attained, there would have been no need for Room 101.
                                               
Brave New World 
In contrast to Nineteen Eighty-four Huxley’s dystopia does not utilise fear, but instead endeavours to create an environment which will ensure the population are happy and content.  He writes:
“The near perfect control exercised by the government is achieved by systematic reinforcement of desirable behaviour, by many kinds of nearly non-violent manipulation, both physical and psychological and by genetic standardisation.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Aldous Huxley , Brave New World revisited in Complete Essays Vol.VI  P224.] 

It is puzzling that Huxley thought it necessary for his dystopia to create various grades of workers.   He describes a society that is scientifically controlled and generated.  Many babies are produced from one egg, all looking the same, but the differences arise as a result of the amount of oxygen they are given whilst in their bottles.  This produces different levels of intelligence; full oxygen produces the Alphas, the intelligentsia, others given varying amounts produce the middle range.  The least oxygen given produces the Epsilons the semi-morons who do menial work.  One must suppose Huxley had considered that a substantial workforce doing simple repetitive work would be required to service a consumer society.  Today we are well aware that artificial intelligence and robots will make such workers redundant and employment will be a problem.
Huxley makes us aware of the way in which the circumstances of their ‘birth’ changes their life experience and while the language is not altered it is given new connotations.  Because of this beginning, none of them have any recognition or knowledge of home, family or parents but such knowledge is still available to them as they still have access to history, it is presented in such a way that all words synonymous with such relationships become dirty words and when such words are mentioned they display disgust and embarrassment.
To offset any residual feelings or emotions they take Soma, a drug that soothes away any desire to be anything but compliant.  To make sure the State has full control over the inhabitants, while still babies they are subjected to hypnopaedia, thought control, over a long period of time.  They are programmed to think only the thoughts that the State approves of.  Sexual promiscuity is allowed and everyone is encouraged to have as many partners as possible, monogamous relationships are discouraged, as is being solitary.
Aversion to viewing the countryside as natural beauty is given at an early age the aim is to encourage them to use the outdoors as a sporting area.  The transport to get to the great outdoors and the sporting gear needed for golf and other sports is geared to the economy, consumption keeps the wheels of industry turning.
Other methods of achieving order include subconscious persuasion. As a consequence of the combination of drugs and these subtle means of psychological ordering freedom is no more available to the population than those of Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty Four, indeed there is a difference in that the inhabitants of Nineteen Eighty Four know they are not free whereas in Brave New World they are simply unaware of the fact. This is made explicit in the episode when a visitor, from a New Mexican reservation, an outlying colony, which has not been ‘civilised’, arrives:  John the Savage.  The two cultures clash, The Controller offers John the opportunity to try Soma, the comfort drug, John states: 
“I don’t want comfort, I want God , I want poetry, I want real danger, I want freedom, I want goodness, I want sin.”   
 The Controller says he is claiming the right to be unhappy, completely the opposite to the ethos of his civilisation, to which John again replies: 
 “All right then . . . I’m claiming the right to be unhappy.’  ‘Not to mention the right to grow old and ugly and impotent; the right to have syphilis and cancer; the right to have too little to eat; the right to be lousy; the right to live in constant apprehension of what may happen tomorrow; the right to catch typhoid; the right to be tortured by unspeakable pains of every kind.’. . . . . ‘I claim them all.’[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Aldous Huxley,  Brave New World (London; Vintage Books 2007) pp 211-2] 

 John is claiming the right to be free to choose how he lives, a choice willingly taken in spite of life’s uncertainties.  The ‘civilised’ life would stifle him and in the end it does.

Conclusion
Both Orwell and Huxley foresaw dangers arising in the future. The brutal repression of the population in Nineteen Eighty Four seems to be modelled on the Kafkaesque activities of the KGB behind the Iron curtain and while Orwell maintained his Socialist sympathies he was well aware and disapproved of such communist excesses. He would now, be undoubtedly dismayed to find that the West once the bastion of Human Rights, engages in such devious ethical enterprises as ‘extraordinary rendition’, the continuation of repressive measures in Guantanamo Bay and arms sales to Saudi Arabia, enabling them to continue their War in the Yemen.
The future as seen by Huxley might at first appear less threatening as the population are happy and content and seemingly unwilling to demand change.  Recently among politicians there has been an interest in gauging the success of a political administration on the happiness level of the population.  However such an appeal to hedonism is refuted by the argument put by John the savage to the controller.
The comments Huxley makes about consumerism are even more relevant today. Those living during the War years and the subsequent period of austerity when ration books remained necessary, were raised with such pleas as ‘make do and mend’.
Then the notion of ‘conspicuous consumption’ would seem in bad taste but our present consumer led society appears to have produced an addiction to material goods and an inability to recognise the many sources of joy freely available.  In addition our excessive consumption is creating an ecological disaster with global warming and climate change, while our discarded purchases poison the seas and create acres of desert through landfills.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It appears then, that we are heading into a dystopia!  Air and water pollution are evident on a grand scale, with future food shortages all being indicators of what is to come. Nineteen Eighty Four described life behind the Iron Curtain where the powerful were able to order how people should live; then it was overt ordering, there being no escape from that life where all freedom was curtailed. Such political regimes still exist in isolated countries oblivious to external censure, but increasingly more sophisticated means of ordering are being adopted as envisaged in Huxley’s Brave New World, where no such restrictions appear to apply, but in fact covert ordering is in operation.  The population are happy, drugged with Soma which gives them the impression they are free.  In certain countries today governments are advocating the use of marijuana as a social drug, echoing Huxley’s view in his novel that it brings happiness while at the same time suppresses dissent. The rise of populism signifies an appreciation of the way in which public appetites can be stimulated bears out Huxley’s prophecy.
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