
	

Sample









	In very large ones, like the census, techniques are employed to produce a sample that is, as far as possible, representative of the population as a whole. Generalizations can then be made from the findings. In small studies, we have to do the best we can (Bell, 2018)

	

Random sample
	This will give each of the individuals concerned an equal chance of being selected. You may decide to select alternate names on an alphabetical list, the first person being selected by sticking a pin in the paper (Bell, 2018)

	

Convenience sampling
	
This type of sampling is a type of nonprobability sampling in which people are sampled simply because they are easyt sources of data for researchers

This sampling differs from purposive sampling in that expert judgment is not used to select a representative sample of elements. 





	





Triangulation

(4 answers)




	





This is a method used to increase the credibility and validity of research findings.1 Credibility refers to trustworthiness and how believable a study is; validity is concerned with the extent to which a study accurately reflects or evaluates the concept or ideas being investigated.2

.

Noble, H. and Heale, R. (2019)
https://ebn.bmj.com/content/22/3/67

	


Mixed methods research





	






This means that research combines both qualitative or quantitative research methods. 
(Robert-Holmes, 2018)

	
Qualitative
Data



	

 is interpretation-based, descriptive, and relating to language. It can help us to understand why, how, or what happened behind certain behaviours.

	


Quantitative data
	

This is numbers-based, countable, or measurable tells us how many, how much, or how often in calculations





	


Open ended question








	

is an attractive device for smaller-scale research or for those sections of a questionnaire that invite an honest, personal comment from respondents in addition to ticking numbers and boxes. Here the questionnaire puts the open-ended questions and leaves a space (or draws lines) for a free response. (Cohen and Manion, 2018)

	




Closed questions in questionnaires


	
These questions prescribe the range of responses from which the respondent may choose. Highly structured, these questions are useful in that they can generate frequencies of response amenable to statistical treatment and analysis. They also enable comparisons to be made across groups in the sample (Oppenheim, 1992, p. 115). They are quicker to code and analyse than word-based data (Bailey, 1994, p. 118), and, often, they are directly to the point and deliberately more focused than open-ended questions, helping the respondent to answer easily, as response categories are provided; processing vast quantities of word-based data in a short time frame is extremely demanding  (Cohen, 2018)



	


Likert scale







	
One way in which degrees of response, intensity of response and the move away from dichotomous questions (yes/no) and rankings (put in order) have been managed can be seen in the notion of rating scales 

These are useful devices for the researcher, as they build in a degree of sensitivity and differentiation of response whilst still generating numbers. (Cohen, 2018)

	



Standardized open-ended interviews








	
The exact wording and sequence of questions are determined in advance. All interviewees are asked the same basic questions in the same order

Respondents answer the same questions, thus increasing comparability of responses; data are complete for each person on the topics addressed in the interview. Reduces interviewer effects and bias when several interviewers are used. Permits decision makers to see and review the instrumentation used in the evaluation. Facilitates organization and analysis of the data. 

Weaknesses include - Little flexibility in relating the interview to particular individuals and circumstances; standardized wording of questions may constrain and limit naturalness and relevance of questions and answers.













	

Informal conversational interview




	Questions emerge from the immediate context and are asked in the natural course of things; there is no predetermination of question topics or wording.	

It Increases the salience and relevance of questions; interviews are built on and emerge from observations; the interview can be matched to individuals and circumstances. 

Weaknesses: 	Different information collected from different people with different questions. Less systematic and comprehensive if certain questions don’t arise ‘naturally’. Data organization and analysis can be quite difficult. (Cohen and Manion, 2018)

		


Semi-structured interviewing
	


This method typically consists of a dialogue between researcher and participant, guided by a flexible interview protocol and supplemented by follow-up questions, probes and comments. The method allows the researcher to collect open-ended data, to explore participant thoughts, feelings and beliefs about a particular topic and to delve deeply into personal and sometimes sensitive issues. (DeJonckheere and Vaughn, 2019)

 doi: 10.1136/fmch-2018-000057

	















Hawthorne Effect
	











When people know that they are being studied, they change the way they behave. The researcher's difficulty is to know how things have changed. Informants may disguise their actions and feelings, because they do not want to share them with somebody 
Payne and Payne (2004)

Western Electric plant in Cicero, Illinois.he name derives from an Western Electric plant in  Cicero, Illinois (not Chicago!:D)



	


Halo effect






	

It is a cognitive bias whereby people form an opinion about a characteristic of an attribute of a product based on their predisposition (positive or negative) toward another attribute.

(Nicolau, Mellinas and Martin-Fuentes, 2020)

	









Survey






	







A questionnaire is the term used to describe the set of questions you’re asking an individual. This could be seen as a questionnaire but describe the process of collecting, analysing and interpreting data from many individuals. It aims to determine insights about a group of people. It goes much deeper than a questionnaire and often involves more than one form of data collection.

	

By combining theories, methods or observers in a research study it can help ensure that fundamental biases arising from the use of a single method or a single observer are overcome. It is also an effort to help explore and explain complex human behaviour using a variety of methods to offer a more balanced explanation to readers.  It is a procedure that enables validation of data and can be used in both quantitative and qualitative studies

Noble, H. and Heale, R. (2019)
https://ebn.bmj.com/content/22/3/67













	

This method is not without its critics. For example, Silverman (1985) suggests that the very notion of it is positivistic, and that this is exposed most clearly in data triangulation, as it suggests that a multiple data source (concurrent validity) is superior to a single data source or instrument.



Cohen and Manion (2018)








Patton (1980) suggests that even having multiple data sources, particularly of qualitative data, does not ensure consistency or replication. Fielding and Fielding (1986) hold that  by using more than one methodolocial principle does not necessarily increase validity, reduce bias or bring objectivity to research.
Further, using this type of method suggests that there is only one correct final position, conclusion or focus (Tracy, 2010); in qualitative research this may not be the case.

Cohen and Manion (2018)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




