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Key Sustainability Practices

Energy efficiency: Smart systems, renewable energy

Waste management: Composting, plastic elimination

Water conservation: Low-flow fixtures, greywater recycling

Sustainable sourcing: Local and organic products

Green building designs









Smart systems and renewable energy sources or what could be categorised as energy efficiency technologies are helping lower carbon emissions. Eco-solutions such as properly sorting with composting and disposing of single-use materials deal with environmental issues. Another aspect of water saving has also come into focus and it is low flow fixtures and grey water recycling. Accommodation businesses begin sourcing produce locally and organically reducing emissions through transportation while constructing sustainable buildings into infrastructure (Rodríguez, Florido and Jacob, 2020).
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Methodology

Research design: Secondary research

Data sources: Academic journals, industry reports, case studies

Analytical framework: PESTEL analysis for multidimensional evaluation











This research relied on secondary data to assess sustainability in the context of the hospitality industry, and information from reliable sources including scholarly journals, industry reports and case studies was used. PESTEL analysis was found to be exhaustive in its analysis of sustainability issues, looking at political, economic, social, technical, environmental and legal factors. This kind of evaluation made it easier to give a broad approach on how sustainability affects the industry and identify both strengths and weaknesses. In this way, the use of various and credible sources allowed identifying a more or less comprehensive approach to implementing sustainability in hospitality operations (Pereira-Moliner et al., 2021).
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PESTEL Analysis – Political and Economic







Political:

Regulations on carbon emissions

Eco-certifications promoting accountability

International agreements like the Paris Accord

Economic:

Cost-benefit analysis of sustainable technologies

Long-term savings vs. high initial investments

Revenue growth from eco-conscious travelers









The governments of different countries are imposing and encouraging the standards of green certification. This has been taken an extra step specifically through the Paris Accord that has sought to enhance sustainability in international businesses. Economically, the point that can be made is that even though the sustainable technologies cost more initially to adopt they end up being cheaper in the long run. It is also noteworthy that the number of tourists and guests who pay attention to the environment has recently risen, which in turn generated new sources of income for hotels (Shim et al., 2021).
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It is socially unsustainable to have guests who want green practises in place while employees feel proud to work for environmentally sustainable companies. Thus, community collaborations raise the local bar even higher. AI in energy efficiency and IoT in management of resources have emerged as the major changes in operational efficiency. The other two areas that are central to the process of sustainability are efficient use of renewable energy and water use efficiency (Kaushal and Srivastava, 2020).
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It is therefore important for the hospitality industry to engage seriousness in solving environmental issues. This include actions towards improvement of energy efficiency by decreasing the Green House Gas emissions by adopting technologies including green energy. Not only do these practises inhibit climate change but also meet international environmental standards. Moreover, the conservation of bio-diversity is important, especially to hotels that are established in the bio-sensitive zones. Some of the techniques include the preservation of natural ecosystems and incorporating environmentally friendly architecture materials in the development of such sites make such sites more attractive (Acampora et al., 2022). 

In the legal aspect, governments put into practise legal frameworks on how waste and energy should be managed, and environmentally friendly sources to be used. Such legal requirements apply pressure on hotels into adopting environmental management systems, such as tax credits for installing renewable energy technologies. In the same respect, penalties thus encourage compliance with the set standards in sustainability compliance. In combination, the environmental and legal push create both the impetus and the parameters for a responsible quest for sustainability by the hospitality industry.
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Enhanced brand reputation and customer loyalty

Contribution to global environmental goals

Weaknesses:

High upfront costs, especially for SMEs

Guest resistance to certain initiatives

Regulatory challenges in international markets









Sustainability in the context of the hospitality sector has advantages which are the following. Some of the benefits include; Energy cost is cut in half and overall costs are lowered due to efficient technologies and systems that reduce waste. Besides, the use of sustainable practises helps to improve the image of a hotel, thus improving customer loyalty. Tourists now seek out accommodations that are sustainable and therefore positioning sustainability as a competitive edge. In addition, it is also supporting contributions to the global environmental agenda to combat climate change and other associated issues (Faruk Seyitoğlu and Ivanov, 2020).

However, there are glaring deficiency that need to be highlighted. Costs associated with initial investment in technologies such as renewable energy systems and waste management facilities present a major problem due to their high initial cost, which is not easily affordable by most SMEs. Guest resistance can also present some problems; for example, such measures as towel reuse can be perceived by guests as money-saving rather than environmentally friendly endeavours. More so, multiple and diverse regulations in different countries make it complicated for international hotel franchises to operate. Solving these questions calls for creativity, communication, and policies that will support these changes.
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The tactical goals for the short term should be aimed at obtaining certifications of ecological management and acquainting employees with the ways of providing sustainable management. Some of the medium-term objectives include purchasing energy efficient equipment and engaging suppliers within the region. Strategic goals for the future are to establish goals for sustainable tourism and to develop partnerships for sustainable tourism for all the companies in the world (Capobianco et al., 2021).
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Sustainability in hospitality is an important factor that defines long-term efficiency of the business combining profitability and environmental concerns. In this presentation I have pointed at the changes in sustainable practises, analysed the impact of sustainable practises through PESTEL analysis and have presented recommendations for the future of the industry. When the sector uses strengths like reputation and cost to counter issues like high costs and guests’ reluctance while embracing goals like global sustainability, the sector can tap into this. Sustainability is not only the right thing to do, but also the good thing to do in a world that is turning environmentally conscious.
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Sustainability in hospitality has been a process of development over many years, starting from environmental measures and moving up to the TBL concept which integrates profit, people and planet. The Circular Economy model has continued to push the agenda for waste reduction and optimization of resource utilisation. LEED and Green Key certifications address the issue of operational standards and practises, whereas sustainable practises like the use of renewable energy and water efficiency are now the industry standard (Elkhwesky et al., 2022).
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