
Project Plan
Draft Structure
Introduction (500 words)
· In this piece of work I intend to analyse the link between success in Athenian politics and skills as an orator, in order to do this I will utilise Demosthenes as a focal point of my essay. I will measure success using a selection of Demosthenes’ speeches and looking at their impact on Athens and those that were deemed less successful is it due to the oration not being effectively used.
· I will then outline the primary and secondary sources I will be using and the positive and negatives of those that I have chosen.
· Next I will briefly discuss the scholarly coverage of the topic and whether I believe it is an area which has been overlooked or not.
Section 1 (500 words)
· To begin section 1 I will look at the Athenian constitution and discuss the political landscape in Demosthenes time, the state of Athenian politics, the role Demosthenes was positioned in and what kind of influence he possessed.
· This will be followed by a look at Demosthenes the man.
Section 2 (1500 words)
· Start by looking at one of Demosthenes successful orations (500 words)
what made it successful
what impact did it have
what does scholarship say about it
· Contrast this by looking at a less successful speech (500 words)
What made it unsuccessful
what impact did it have
what does scholarship say about it
· A direct compare and contrast between the two speeches looking at oratory techniques that separate the two. (500 words
Section 3 (1500 words)
· Start by looking at one of Demosthenes successful orations (500 words)
what made it successful
what impact did it have
what does scholarship say about it
· Contrast this by looking at a less successful speech (500 words)
What made it unsuccessful
what impact did it have
what does scholarship say about it
· A direct compare and contrast between the two speeches looking at oratory techniques that separate the two. (500 words)
Conclusion (500 words)
· I aim to conclude that Demosthenes skills as an orator were the major factor contributing to his success in the Athenian political sphere
· Present my findings from my essay pulling the conclusions previously made in an effort to support my hypothesis.

Abstract
In my project I am going to be looking at politics and oratory in ancient Athens. I shall be using Demosthenes as my focal point looking at his successes and failures as a politician and analysing the differences between the oratorical techniques used and what impact they had on the success or failure of said speeches. I will use the Athenian constitution for my basis on the political situation in Athens and I will judge the relative success of Demosthenes speeches by how they were received and the impact they had on the Athenian and Greek world. I will take the stance that oratorical skill were of great importance in ones success and that on the occasion of failure it was due to lack of skill as opposed to other external factors. For my continued research I will be reading a selection of Demosthenes speeches from different stages during his career as to get a proper representation of how he adapted and improved on his skills as an orator as he progressed throughout his career and look at how scholarship perceives theses changes as well.
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