Task 1a
The first set of important study skills to be discussed will be academic writing and referencing. Academic writing allows for students to present information in a professional manner thanks to the formal tone and style. This includes a lack of slang, overly casual expressions and a third person perspective to avoid bias. Academic writing also encourages students to not only present facts but analyse and evaluate them too. [1] Meanwhile, referencing allows students to make it clear which words are their own and which words are not, helping them avoid plagiarism. Referencing also provides supporting evidence for a student’s arguments or opinions, and also shows their understanding of whatever topic they’re covering. [2]
The second set of skills are planning, organisation and time management. Planning and organisation allow students to break down otherwise complex tasks into smaller, more manageable steps. This helps them focus on one thing at a time, preventing them from feeling overwhelmed, and allows them to track their progress effectively. Time management prevents students from piling up their tasks or leaving them last minute, allowing them to keep on top of their work without feeling burnt out. With a good schedule and effective time management, students can earn more time for themselves without any guilt. [3] [4]
The last set of skills are communication, collaboration and team working. Being able to communicate with other students allows you to form connections, building trust among whatever group you have been assigned to and helping you become more confident. Having good communication encourages effective collaboration, making sure everyone is working towards the same goal and that there are no misunderstandings. Having good teamwork is important as it can greatly boost productivity, with different students or pairs of students working on different tasks simultaneously. [5]
Task 1b
[6]ChatGPT is the most versatile of the AI assistants, being able to handle tasks from drafting professional emails to summarising research. It also features API and plugin support. However, ChatGPT can easily forget previous messages in extended conversations, requiring users to repeat or clarify information. It also lacks the depth of specialised tools when it comes to workflow automation or coding.
[7]Google’s SGE (Search Generative Experience), which is powered by Gemini [8], combines multiple sources into a single answer, which can save time searching. It also provides citations for its sources, making it extremely useful for referencing. However, the SGE tends to ‘hallucinate’ at times, providing inaccurate information or dangerous advice such as encouraging users to eat rocks [9].
The best AI to use in an educational setting would be Google’s SGE. This is mainly because it provides the sources for its generated overviews, which can be used to fact-check the AI answer in case it ‘hallucinates’ or if the sources are unreliable. The sources can also be used to get more detailed information, as AI answers tend to be short and basic. More importantly, students can citate these sources rather than the AI overview, which will increase credibility.
Task 1c
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When submitting his work, this student received a similarity score of 18%. This means his writing was distinct enough from the sources he based it on, which is excellent.
As for the generic assessment criteria, he has received 15 marks for engagement with literature skills. He has generally made good use of writing techniques to keep everything easy to read, though some parts could have been worded better as they are structured awkwardly.
As for knowledge and understanding skills, he has received 20 marks as he clearly understood each of the sources he used and synthesised/paraphrased them appropriately.
As for cognitive and intellectual skills, he has received another 20 marks as he has  clearly adapted to the use of AI, with him writing about the best way to use it in an educational setting.
As for practical skills, which refers to the use of AI, he has received yet another 20 marks as he managed to use it without impacting the quality of his work. He only used AI to quickly gather sources to read and write from, rather than copying and pasting whatever it churns out with minimal tweaks.
As for transferable skills, he has received only 10 marks. The appropriate AI use would count here, but he didn’t gain any professional skills aside from that, hence the middling score.
In total, he has received 85 marks out of 100, which is very impressive. The only skills that he is lacking in somewhat are engagement with literature and transferable skills.
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