Create a thematic resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children’s learning (either 3 – 7 or 7 – 11yr olds) in a modern curriculum context.  Choose a modern artefact as a basis to the work. The resource could include music, drama, dance, art, design, film and/or media activities. Justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research. 

This essay explains, explores and discusses the use of thematic resources created for use and inspiration by teachers of Key Stage 2. The focus of the resource is the visual and expressive arts in Wales, which is an important and multi-layered part of the curriculum. The resources are developed to be used in a modern curricular context integrating different strands of the arts to direct each resource.
The integrated arts comprise of dance, drama, music and the visual arts and together they form a collective and integral part of the curriculum. Bloomfield (2003) states that when children experience the arts from an integral approach their learning in the humanities, science, technology, literacy and numeracy is complemented and enriched. Study of the arts also enables children to think and express themselves, allowing development of a curious mind. Donaldson (2015) supports this, stating that the expressive arts provide opportunities to explore thinking, refine and communicate ideas, engaging thinking, imagination and senses creatively.
It is important to promote creativity in learning and to allow children to explore the arts as free thinkers. Providing opportunities is key to allowing children to build on their own opinions of the expressive arts and express their creativity. DfEE & QCA (1999), explain that all children, whatever their background or aptitude, have the ability to express themselves through the arts, gaining confidence and a new meaning of accessing other areas of the curriculum.
	A Curriculum Cymreig is an essential part of the curriculum in Wales and its implementation in school aims to help children ‘understand and celebrate the distinctive quality of living and learning in Wales in the twenty-first century.’ 
A Curriculum Cymreig helps pupils to ‘identify their own sense of Welshness’ and to realise their own sense of belonging in their local community and Wales. (QCAA, 2003).
Schools need to ensure that pupils develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historic and linguistic characteristics of Wales progressively over the whole continuum of education. This is crucial because with careful planning, pupils will develop their own interest in the Welsh culture throughout the phases of education and have a clearer understanding of all aspects of Wales and Welsh culture. (QCAA, 2003).
The study of the arts in Wales is an effective way to teach children about their country and culture. It can be used as a medium for conveying wonder and pride, helping understanding of what it means to be Welsh. Art in many of its guises tends to speak to the heart as well as the brain producing an emotional response. This can help the children to appreciate their ‘Welshness’. 
The thematic resources provide material for a 2-week project. They consist of an introduction to the arts and, to Welsh art. The project is designed to be dynamic and driven to some extent by the children in the class. It is expected that the children will become immersed in the activities and their creative ideas will be used to help direct the following activities.
The project will be dynamic and driven by the children’s creativity. It is hoped that they will immerse themselves in it and over the course of the activities, the work will grow and develop with the children.
The method of teaching and teacher knowledge is important when teaching the arts, lessons should be allowed to flow. Bloomfield (2003) recognises that the teacher/pupil relationship is important when teaching the arts and that the pupil experience is a highly valued part of the experience.
This project and set of resources have been developed with these points in mind. The aim is to create the right environment for the children to communicate ideas in an imaginative way. It is hoped it will allow natural curiosity and of course fun throughout the learning process. 
It is important for the children to understand that art comes in many forms and is all around us, and that there are young people who are Welsh, making and creating different forms of art all the time. Within this project, the children will undertake a Design and Technology activity, a Drama activity and a Dance activity and it is hoped that by the end of the project the children will understand that they have participated in these very different forms of art that have all been tied together by an over-arching theme. 
The document, Art and Design Guidance for KS2 & 3 (2008), discusses advice for planning and carrying out lessons on the arts. They promote learner centred work with a focus on developing skills. Skills and range should be used as a flexible framework to develop activities that are suitable and motivate the learners. The skills are understanding, investigating and making. These skills have been used to underpin the project. The range provides opportunities and contexts to use and consolidate the skills. The skills of understanding, investigating and making will be incorporated into each lesson and will develop over the course of the project. 
In this project, the range is the artist and his work studied and the inspiration his work provides. It is important to ask, what is the purpose of the project? Does it consolidate and apply or extend skills? It is believed by the author that this project will achieve these objectives. An Assessment for Learning (AfL) tool can be applied throughout the project using peer review and teacher review. (Welsh Government, 2008). However, it could be argued that children’s art work and participation in the study of arts subjects does not need to be marked as art work can be considered very individual and personal creativity should be encouraged not graded.
The three activities chosen in this resource are designed for KS2 pupils. The activities are designed to enable children to express themselves through the arts and to give them access to other areas of the curriculum. 
The activities are brought together into a two-week topic. A Welsh artefact was deemed necessary to centre the project. The artefact chosen was the work of Cerith Wyn Evans. Cerith Wyn Evans was born in Llanelli and is an artist, sculptor and film-maker. He is known for making designs using glass and neon lights. He has shown his work all over the world including New York and Japan. (Artnet, 2018)
It is important when introducing the topic, to activate prior knowledge and assess what the children already know about the arts. Gunning (2012), states that activating prior knowledge is important in students understanding, as it allows them to make connections to any new information. By finding out and using what students already know, it helps the teacher assist students with the learning process because it gives them an idea of what the children know and what they still need to learn.
The children could be asked questions such as what is art and what does it mean to people? The children may already know of Welsh artists or some of the modern art in Wales. It is also recommended to discuss the National Eisteddfod as a class as it is a key part of Welsh culture where many of the different aspects of the arts such as music, drama and art are brought together at an annual celebration.
In the introduction of the topic, two pieces of work by Cerith Wyn Evans should be shown to the children. The first piece is named, ‘The Illuminating Gas’. See appendix 3. And the second is named ‘Forms in Space…by light’. See appendix 4.
The theme of the project and the three activities in this resource are thought of with Cerith Wyn Evans inspiration and ethos of his work. His explanation of his work and the theme to the project is, ‘It’s really about fluidity, about drifting through space, about sounds drifting, images drifting, you’re moving from one place to another and that movement can happen physically but also emotionally.’ Artnet (2018). See appendix 2.
An interesting and potentially more stimulating way to introduce the theme to the children would be to use the app ‘Morpho’. Morpho brings a photo to life by animating it and allowing the user to use their own voice to create a character. Cerith Wyn Evans could be brought to life and his character could tell the children about his work and give them his explanation, which is quoted above, to introduce the theme and to give atmosphere and excitement to the project. The introduction to each activity will include the Morpho clip of Cerith Wyn Evans explaining his ethos and inspiration of his work, in order for the children to recap and reflect and look forward to future learning.
It was felt important to include ICT in the project as part of the integrated curriculum. The app ‘Morpho’ is used to recreate the words of Cerith Wyn Evans in a short video clip and bring him to life for the learners. 
A discussion should then follow where the children can brainstorm ideas and discuss what they think of his artwork and what the theme could mean and also what it means to them. Their discussion could include words like movement, light, shape, space and expression. 
The theme will flow through the three different activities and the children’s perception of Cerith Wyn Evans artwork should expand and develop as the project progresses. The project aims to promote creativity and the activities are adapted to enable the children to think independently and creatively.
According to Montessori Northwest (2017), ‘the Montessori method is based upon self-directed activity, hands on learning and collaborative play. Children make creative choices and teachers offer age appropriate activities to guide the process.’ This resource aims to promote collaboration within its activities and encourage the children to make creative choices. Each activity has been thought of as age appropriate for KS2 pupils and these should guide the children through the theme of the project whilst participating in the study of the arts. There are many opportunities for the children to collaborate and work with one another in a positive environment throughout the activities and this aims to enhance the children’s experience of learning and embarking upon the study of the arts. One of the main aims is also to ensure children’s enjoyment and engagement in the project as this is believed to be key to the children’s learning and how much they may achieve throughout the activities. 
Another theory that ties in well with this project is Gardner’s ‘Multiple Intelligences’. Gardner identified seven distinct intelligences. Gardner argues that the seven different ways of learning ‘challenge an educational system that assumes that everyone can learn the same materials in the same way and that a uniform, universal measure suffices to test student learning.’ This project also challenges this as the activities within this resource provide different and individualistic ways of learning that are suited to many different types of learners. All learners can participate in the activities and all learners have an equal opportunity of achieving the skills and range this project offers. The study of the arts allows learning to be accessible and inclusive to all and it provides strong links to cross curricular learning as so many aspects of the arts such as music and dance can be linked to other parts of the curriculum like mathematics and literacy. (Tec Web, 2018)

Design and Technology activity
The first activity within this resource is a Design and Technology activity. The children will design a mobile and make and build their design using a variety of different materials including paper, cardboard, pipe cleaners, card, foil, glitter and more. Once the children have reviewed and discussed Cerith Wyn Evans art work including ‘The Illuminating Gas’ and ‘Forms in Space…by light’ which are two of his chandeliers, the theme will be introduced which is his inspiration and ethos using the Morpho clip. 
The teacher will lead a discussion, encouraging the children to say what they see and the feelings the artwork presents. These words will be written on the whiteboard and some of the key words can be recorded and then used as part of the final display at the end of the project. 
The children will then begin to design their own creation of a chandelier based on Cerith Wyn Evans own chandeliers.
The children should be instructed to base their design of their mobile chandelier on Cerith Wyn Evans chandeliers but to add their own aspects to the design. They should also be reminded to think about the theme and the key words of the theme whilst designing and making their mobile. Some of the key words are, ‘movement’, ‘fluidity’, ‘drifting’ and ‘space’. 
The children should also try to make their design reflective by adding materials such as tin foil and glitter in order to achieve the lit up effect that runs parallel with Cerith Wyn Evans use of neon lights in his own chandeliers. The children will be excited to discover that once their mobile chandeliers are built and finished, the work of the whole class will be displayed together and will be lit up by the use of strong spot lights.
The children will plan on how to structure their design and plan which materials they are going to use to create their mobile chandelier. They can add their own unique twist to their design and make it original and individual to them.
The children will then spend some time to build and construct their mobile chandelier. They can experiment with the materials they had planned to use in their design and then try out different materials if needed. They should be encouraged to think creatively. Time should be given to allow the children to build their design and the children should be satisfied with their creation. They can spend time adding detail and preparing their mobile to be displayed by adding the reflective materials.
Once all the designs are made and ready for display, all the work of the children will be shown together as one collaborative display, lit up by the spot lights. An example of a mobile chandelier has been made and photographed and can be seen in appendix 5. A spot light was shone on the example and a variety of different materials were used. 	
The children should appraise their own and each other’s work and discuss their mobiles. The appraisal and discussion should also include comparison and contrast of Cerith Wyn Evans work and the theme and his inspiration should be discussed again. The teacher should use appropriate questions linking to the theme such as, ‘is there anything fluid about our mobiles?’ and ‘do you get a sense of drifting through space?’
The activity aims to develop thinking: In this design and technology activity, the children will design and make a product through creating and developing ideas and then designing their mobile and planning its features. The children will then make their mobile and finally reflect of their decisions and outcomes in terms of their finished product. This falls in line with the Design and Technology in the National Curriculum for Wales document. (Welsh Government 2008).



Drama activity
For the second activity the teacher will have taken photos of the children’s mobile display and brought them together in in a large collage to view. The children will recap on their work made in the first activity and discuss the key words of Cerith Wyn Evans’ theme again. The Morpho clip of Cerith Wyn Evans will explain the theme of the project again in order for the children to have this fresh in their minds for this next activity.
The next activity is a drama activity that will focus around poems being written based upon the key words of the theme and new words that may be raised through discussion of their recently made mobile chandeliers. 
The children will begin the activity by appraising their mobiles which will be lit up in their display. This should help spark discussion and a brainstorming activity will be carried out. The children can begin to think of way to incorporate the key words from the theme and new words that are brought up in the discussion, into a poem.
The children will split into six groups. Group work is effective because it allows pupils to develop communication and teamwork skills. It also ‘provides a setting where collaboration and cooperation are valued and produce better results.’ (CIRT, 2018) In these groups the children are asked to work together to write a short poem. 
The children should think about expanding their knowledge of the theme to create sentences around the key words brought up from Cerith Wyn Evans ethos and also any new words that have been thought of through the brainstorming discussions. It is important they discuss and try to include in their poems, how their mobile chandeliers make them feel? And also how Cerith Wyn Evans artwork makes them feel. They should also include what their mobile chandeliers make them think about when looking at them and what feeling they have when seeing them lit up by the spot lights. They could also look at the display in greater detail and pick a chandelier they like in particular and write about why they like that chandelier. 
In their groups the children are then asked to bring their poems to life. The children will perform and read out their poems in their groups to another group. The activity will be performed as a ‘poem off’ with the two groups will act out their poems to each other. The children should be encouraged to dramatize their poems. They should focus on acting their poems out and putting emphasis on the key words from the theme. Each child within the group should have at least one of the lines from the poem to read out so that everyone has a turn to express themselves.
This drama activity involves Interdisciplinary cross-curricular learning. The activity combines English and Drama and aims to deepen the response to a single experience and adds an important element of unpredictability and imagination to the results.’ (Barnes, 2015).
The need for the children to work together to create a short poem in order to participate in the drama activity is reasoned by Baldwin and Fleming (2007), ‘participation in text level work through drama activities creates a sense of shared ownership through which children can investigate and develop characters. They are able to use their imagination to bridge the gap between the writer and the reader.’
The poetry writing has provided a stepping stone to the drama activity.
Once the activity is complete the teacher should add the children’s poems to their display so that it should showcase their mobile chandeliers and their poems. This will begin to bring the project together.



Dance activity
The third and final activity is a dance activity and will begin once again with the use of the Morpho clip and Cerith Wyn Evans’s character will talk through his inspiration of his art work again as the theme is relayed to the children once more. 
The children should take another look at their display of their mobile chandeliers and their poems to spark further discussion as this will also allow them to recap ready for this next activity.
The children will remain in the 6 different groups they were put into when undertaking the drama activity. Each group will be given one of the key words that has been brought up through the discussions and brainstorming throughout the project or words can be taken from the poems they created during the drama activity. The examples that are going to be used for the purpose of this resource in explaining this activity are: ‘space’, ‘light’, ‘drifting’, ‘happiness’, ‘fluidity’ and ‘magical’. 
With each of the key words given, the groups of children will also be shown a motif that will hopefully be used to help initiate their dances or provide inspiration for new movement sequences and patterns. The motif could be used at the beginning of their dance or at any other time in their dance or it could be used indirectly, as the motif may have sparked new ideas and concepts into their dance. Each of the six motifs 
have been thought of based on the key words provided. For example, the word ‘fluidity’ can possibly be represented in a sequence of movements where the arms are used in fluid motions. Each of the motifs that correspond to each key word can be found in appendix 6. A dance motif is a simple movement pattern which helps to communicate the dance idea and can be developed and expanded. (The Grid, 2018). 
‘Physical education contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by applying learners' knowledge and understanding of the cultural characteristics of Wales through creative activities such as dance, and the use of different musical and literary stimuli to develop dance ideas.’ (Welsh Government, 2008).
The music chosen to accompany the dance activity is a song called ‘Breakfast Epiphany’. It is a modern pop song by a current Welsh band called ‘Boy Azooga’ and is can be listened to from appendix 7. It has been chosen for the following reasons: The song has a dreamy, ethereal feeling to it. It builds slowly and uses some percussion to create sounds which are reminiscent of lights twinkling. The songs’ words talk about drifting away, so it can be linked with Cerith Wyn Evans’s body of work and his inspiration and ethos which is the theme of this project. It is also composed by a new Welsh band called ‘Boy Azooga’. The band are from Cardiff and have won the Welsh Music Prize this year. (BBC News, 2018)
It was felt that this music is current and popular and that the children could connect with it in a different way using it as a back drop to their dance.
Based upon the word that each group is given they should begin to make up a dance together. The length of the dance should only last about 20 seconds. 
According to Mackrell (2018) ‘dance, is the movement of the body in a rhythmic way, usually to music and within a given space, for the purpose of expressing an idea or emotion, releasing energy, or simply taking delight in the movement itself.’ It is hoped that the children will enjoy creating their dances and enjoy the movement and expressive aspect of the dancing. The children can express their feelings, thoughts and emotions to the theme of the project using movement to the piece of music by ‘Boy Azooga’ and at the same time, enjoy the freedom of their movement and working collaboratively with their peers. 
Once their dances are complete the children can be invited to show and perform their routines to the rest of the class if they are comfortable in doing so. A final discussion can then take place. The dances can be reviewed and linked back to the theme and whether the movements tied in with the key words the groups were given. 



To conclude this activity and the project, children can then be invited to give their opinions on the project and the teacher can discover, what parts of the project were enjoyed the most. What other art-based activities might the children like to have tried? It would also be interesting to find out from the children how they felt about being part of a group when undertaking activities and how they felt working with their peers impacted on their work. Do they feel it helped them think more creatively and be more imaginative? 
The activities should lend themselves to any theme and artist and this project could be used as a template for another Welsh artist. It can be used and adapted for use with any age group within KS2 to give pupils an insight into the study of the arts in Wales. 
The most important objective to this project is to hopefully encourage the joy in learning about the arts and the arts in Wales and to allow the children to have fun collaboratively. The project aims to inspire children to partake more confidently in the arts and to give them insight into Welsh culture, and a look at some of the art by Welsh artists. The project aims to allow pupils to express themselves creatively whilst accessing new areas of the curriculum and a Curriculum Cymreig. Pupils will be able to gain new skills from the curriculum and build upon their knowledge of the arts in Wales.
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