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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).


	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


There are several relevant legislation documents that apply to Adult Safeguarding within the UK and Wales. One such national legislation is The Care Act 2014. (Care Act factsheets 2016). 

Under the Care Act, 2014 practitioners will first conduct a needs assessment. It is described as ‘’an important process’’ (Care Act factsheets, 2016) that during the safeguarding intervention preferred outcomes are established for people receiving care under the Care Act 2014. The eligibility assessment includes consideration of the needs an individual has, which the State do not have to provide. These needs are individual wishes and preferences. The act considers it important to identify these needs to signpost to local and charitable organisations. This is with the view that a person whose preferred wishes are met will be more able to care for themselves. This is so the care provided is person centred, and relevant to the support network they may already have (Care Act factsheets, 2016).

It is required under the Care Act that every Local Authority establish a Safeguarding Adults Board. It is expected that every locality will maintain the board. The board work strategically, helping and protecting adults in its area from abuse and neglect through co-ordinating and reviewing a multi-agency approach (Role and duties of safeguarding Adults boards, 2023).  These local boards are overlooked by the National Independent Safeguarding Board. The NISB advise Welsh Government on how to safeguard both children and adults (About the Board, 2017). 

Organisational safeguarding refers to the safeguarding policies which each service provider caring for children or adults at risk must have in place. This is a requirement of the Care Act 2014. Organisations who work with Children and adults at risk must have a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check. Previously known as Criminal Records Bureau (CRB). The DBS checks are used to safeguard groups of people who need to be protected in a number of  settings. These checks try to ensure that only suitable people are working with these vulnerable groups. This is by identifying any risk of harm the potential volunteer/employer may present to vulnerable people. (Disclosure and Barring service, 2023).

There are 10 categories used to define abuse perpetrated towards adults. They include but are not limited to:

· Financial or material abuse
· Modern slavery
· Discriminatory abuse
· Organisational or institutional abuse
· Neglect or acts of omission
· Self-neglect

These are defined by Government Guidance, published June 2023 (Care and support statutory guidance, 2023). There is guidance published in SCIE (Social Care institute of Excellence) which describe indicators of harm, abuse or neglect. (Safeguarding adults: Types and indicators of abuse, 2020). 

A factor relating to the Legal Framework relating to Safeguarding Adults is the Office of the Public Guardian (OPG). This framework is used to legally guide Public Guardians to adults who have been assessed to lack mental capacity. This assessment will have been conducted by an Approved Mental Health Practitioner (AMHP) to determine if an individual has capacity. This is regarding being able to make decisions regarding their welfare and financial decisions. The Public Guardians are appointed by the Court of Protection-who make decisions regarding Liberty Protection Safeguards (Office of the public guardian safeguarding policy, 2023). This is to ensure that adults who can not make decisions are protected and that their assets are used in their best interest. 



Word Count 549






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The main legislation used by Local Authorities in Wales to safeguard adults and children is the SSWBA 2014. This combined the approaches to safeguard both children and adults. 
The main legislation used to safeguard adults in England and Wales is the Care Act 2014. The Care Act is used to assess if an adult may be eligible for care and support provided by the State. Alternatively, when threshold is not met support may be sourced from community intervention providers. In adult services this is referred to as social prescribing or community referral (Social Prescribing: Applying All Our Health, 2022). This is similar to Childrens Safeguarding whereby social services signpost to Early intervention (NSPCC, Early help and early intervention, 2023).
When a safeguarding referral is made for a vulnerable adult under the guidance of the SSWBA 2014 consent must be given by the adult. If they are not able to give consent the adult may lack capacity; the referral can be made on their behalf. In this instance a Mental Health Capacity assessment may be conducted under the guidance of the Mental Capacity Act 2005. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 is a law that protects vulnerable people over the age of 16 around decision-making (Mencap, 2023).
Whereas in Childrens Safeguarding a referral under the SSWBA 2014 can be made without the individual with parental responsibility consenting. When the Local Authority suspects that a child is likely of or at risk of suffering significant harm, they have a duty to investigate under Section 47 CA 1989. Social Services may act without consent to prevent a child being exposed to significant harm due to the guidance under the paramountcy principle and the welfare checklist in the CA1989 that ‘’the child’s welfare shall be the court’s paramount consideration’’.  There is then a statutory requirement to work with Local Authorities to promote positive change for a child.
Adults may continue to act without any safeguarding intervention in a way which is deemed to be risky or not in their best interests. Under Article 8 of the Human Rights Act 1998 (Mind, Human Rights Act 1998, 2020) an adult has the right to make choices. This includes the right to decline support which would safeguard their best interests.
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