Murder, Involuntary Manslaughter Questions/ Scenario’s. 


1. Define the offence of Murder. 






2. What does the term Malice Aforethought mean?





3. What is the rule in relation to a foetus and murder? Please support your answer with a case example. 




4. Red had just given birth to her baby and her partner John had stepped out of the room to call a friend. Whilst on the phone he said ‘’ No one can know about this baby, this is going to ruin my life, I am married to someone else, you knows nothing about this. I have to do what’s right and get rid of the baby’’. A few hours later whilst red was asleep, John took the baby out of the room and into an empty hospital room, where he placed a pillow over the babies face and smothered them. John re entered the room where Red was asleep and placed the baby back onto the hospital crib. Red awoke, found her baby dead and the police were called. John is arrested. 
Has John Committed the offence of Murder? 

5. Lewis and steven are having an argument in Lesco’s car park over a parking space. Lewis was attempting to park in a parking bay when Steven came and stood in the parking space to stop him. Lewis got out of the car to ask him what he was doing, Steven began to raise his voice. He expressed that he was saving the parking space for someone who actually deserved it. Lewis attempted to calm the situation down and explained to Steven that he was entitled to park there. Becoming angry Steven shouted, ‘’ if you don’t move, I promise you, you will regret it’’. Lewis unphased, when to get back into his car to continue parking in the space. Steven took out a knife and started running towards Lewis, Lewis fearing from his life pulled out a gun and shot Steven deed. 

Has Lewis committed the offence of murder? 


Are there any defences available to him?







