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[bookmark: _GoBack]Literary Review of “Citizens, Foreigners and Slaves in Greek Society” written by Nick Fisher
The text “Citizens, Foreigners and Slaved in Greek Society” begins with the assessment that in most societies “Citizenship was tightly defined and regulated”[footnoteRef:1] and all “states depended on exploited non-citizen labour forces”[footnoteRef:2]. In some cases these forces were known as “community slaves” the best known were the Spartan Helots. These forces were excluded from political life and are put at a legal disadvantage[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  Fisher, (2006)]  [2:  Fisher, (2006)]  [3:  Fisher, (2006)] 

The next section focuses on slave societies which the text defines as “a society where slaves formed a significant proportion of the labouring population”[footnoteRef:4]. The author highlights the dual perceptions of slaves as both human and a tool owned by another[footnoteRef:5] as a key contradiction that engenders many problems in a slave society[footnoteRef:6]. These problems being how their treatments is justified and how their institution can still be accepted. The author insists on the distinction between the free and the slave, commenting on Aristotle’s attempted justification in Politics[footnoteRef:7], calling it “absurd” to refer to slavery as natural. The author notes that some modern definitions follow Aristotle’s lead where as others attempt to develop analysis of the master-slave relationship[footnoteRef:8]. Key points raised are the consequence of absolute power exercised over an alienated person and the regular imposition of shame through force[footnoteRef:9]. [4:  Fisher, (2006)]  [5:  Fisher, (2006)]  [6:  Fisher, (2006)]  [7:  Fisher, (2006)]  [8:  Fisher, (2006)]  [9:  Fisher, (2006)] 

The third section concerns Sparta and Helots specifically. The author highlights that the Helots didn’t belong to a specific master and that they lived with their families in local communities. Because of this the author highlights the treatment of the Helots was contradictory “mixing elements of integration and encouragement with terror and savagery”[footnoteRef:10]. The latter is shown through how Spartan youths completing their education were sent out with daggers at night to cull wandering Helots. The author proposes this both imposes a curfew as well as killing Helots who were considered strong or brave. These targeted killings were authorised suggesting the Helots were a constant threat to the Spartans and Aristotle reported upon the election of five new Ephors each year, they would declare war on the Helots in order to cull them without religious pollution[footnoteRef:11]. The author also highlights the contradictory treatment recorded by Thucydides in that 2,000 of the bravest Helots were ‘set free’ yet disappeared but also recorded that during the Peloponnesian War the Helots were armed and trained as Hoplites with the promise of liberation[footnoteRef:12]. [10:  Fisher, (2006)]  [11:  Fisher, (2006)]  [12:  Fisher, (2006)] 

The fourth section concerns slaves and ex-slaves in Athens. The author comments that it’s an indication of severe poverty if one did not own a slave and that many would one day aspire to be able to. Evidence from the military suggests that slaves attended their masters and fought on campaign[footnoteRef:13]. An account from Thucydides states that men were expected to take a slave as a baggage carrier in the Peloponnesian War[footnoteRef:14]. The Old Oligarch stated that the freedom of richer slaves sometimes made it hard to distinguish them from free men[footnoteRef:15]. The author records the laws acknowledgement of the need to provide slaves with some protection. Homicide, by a slave owner, could be prosecuted by another citizen, but this seemed unlikely due to the solidarity between slave owners[footnoteRef:16]. Athenian juries did lean towards protecting a slave’s honour in the case of insult or sexual assault[footnoteRef:17] showing the contradiction between seeing the slaves as property or as human. The author also records that ex-slaves were still expected to show respect and offer economic services to their former masters who would now act as their legal champion and protector[footnoteRef:18]. [13:  Fisher, (2006)]  [14:  Fisher, (2006)]  [15:  Fisher, (2006)]  [16:  Fisher, (2006)]  [17:  Fisher, (2006)]  [18:  Fisher, (2006)] 

The final section of this text focuses on metics and foreigners in Athens. The author notes that there were associations committed to encouraging the integration and interaction of metics and foreigners with the Athenian citizenry[footnoteRef:19]. This was a result of fluctuating attitudes between acceptance and hostility towards metics and foreigners[footnoteRef:20]. The author detailed a type of hierarchy slaves which developed as the Greek state developed their definition of citizenship[footnoteRef:21]. Those who had rights in all fields were held above slaves and helots and the free outsiders were held below this. [19:  Fisher, (2006)]  [20:  Fisher, (2006)]  [21:  Fisher, (2006)] 

To conclude, the text “Citizens, Foreigners and Slaves in Greek Society” presents a balanced account of the position of slaves and other groups in Greek society, the author draws on substantial contradictions in the view of slave treatment and uses the authors Aristotle and Thucydides to highlight these further using the contradictions in their own works.
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