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The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus

Introduction
According to Ryan and Poole (2019), "Virtual learning environments (VLEs) were introduced to progress students from passive to active learners. Active learning promotes the critical thinking skills essential for the transfer/use of classroom-acquired knowledge into the clinical setting. A VLE forms an increasingly vital component of clinical skills development in a range of disciplines". This way, using Virtual learning appeared to improve student achievement, commitment, and memory significantly. Students display more significant achievement, participation and vision.

History
According to Firefly (n.d.),"A Virtual Learning Environment or VLE is a design space for teaching and learning". It all started with professors and universities teaching students in 1840 by sending them the lessons by post. Then in 1953, the University of Houston provide their first television college classes. Meanwhile, in 1960, Dr Donald Bitzer developed PLATO, a different electric teaching device that allowed professors to distribute classes content.   In 1969, the US Department of Defence operated the Internet, where the scholars began using computer-based studies at Stanford University in 1973. In 1989, Tim Berners-Lee created the World Wide Web. By 2010, all significant corporations had embraced e-learning program. As social networking sites have evolved, virtual learning environments have become more interactive, collaborative and interactive.
(Firefly, n.d.)
Benefits
While the current coronavirus lockdown, many companies have turned to virtual meeting software to help their organisations get going. Several universities start their new semester with online lectures rather than face-to-face classes. Also, many organisations have changed to temporary online learning and online working. It has been prosperous, so they intend to entertain more virtual classes for children by the end of the year. Is expected in 2021 to be a more significant year for online education and expected hundreds of children to complete studies in virtual classrooms only. Virtual classes can operate powerfully and are the future of learning. Online learning is something that children at all levels of the schooling way can use, and it has a significant-good impact on students and children. (FunTech 2020)
Are many benefits of virtual learning classrooms:
· Increasing Comprehension: The first advantage of virtual classroom learning is that they often find more virtual lessons in which shy students participate. That means that there is no anxiety associated with raising hands in the actual classroom where other students are watching them.
· Advanced Accessibility: Virtual classrooms are accessible to all children if they have a computer and a consistent Internet connection. They can log in to the virtual classroom and begin learning. Additionally, text materials for children on the online course can be accessed via the Internet at any time of the day, in any day.
· Building relationships with the community: Another advantage of the virtual classroom learning environment is that children can build relationships with other interested children. They can then cooperate on the project and discuss ideas. That also helps with teamwork abilities.
· Cost savings: Expensive journey or accommodation is not necessary. In addition to saving travel costs, the virtual classroom will also reduce students gas and fuel-related carbon footprint. Many virtual lessons and classes will often be much more affordable than a traditional facility like a university.
· Expanded Worldview: Children studying in virtual classes engage and learn from children of several cultures and environments around the world. Insights into how other societies and characters solve obstacles can benefit children to develop their abilities.
· Improved technical skills: By working on the computer during virtual lessons, children can learn new technical abilities and master keywords and relationships. As more companies move to virtual partners, collaborating and learning from afar can be a clear plus for a future profession.
· Immediate learning feedback: Online training classes provide instant feedback, unlike traditional classes, where professors take their work home and mark it up. This way speeds up students learning and allows them to improve much faster than in school or university.
· Increased flexibility and comfort: Students can study at their speed utilising pre-recorded virtual classes at the right moment for them. It may also be a better option for children with disabilities who are more suitable for studying from home and have difficulty using standard equipment.
(FunTech 2020)

Another advantage of a Virtual Learning Environment is (Johnson, 2019):
· Easy monitoring and evaluation: Using virtual learning environment software, can immediately recognise which operators have completed activities. Built-in ratings, like quizzes, can help make sure they absorb the essence.
· Smooth delivery: Every operator has an introduction to the identical content regardless of their placement. The information has been constant for years. When is make changes to the company's policy, it can be updated in the learning system everyone has access to it
· Financial Savings: Investing in a virtual learning platform allows paying someone to develop a course once and use it repeatedly. Compare hosting prices every time is to hire a new person or make a change to the business. Paying for speakers and trainers, arranging places and trips, and reducing productivity in the absence of operators. It is easy to see how expensive a virtual learning environment is. 
· Communication and connectivity: The BBC suggest that communication is one of the benefits of a virtual training atmosphere. The experienced team can respond to issues and provide guidance and advice to new operators using forums and message boards. That can save admin time and create a sensation of relationship and alliance between teams.
· Flexibility: Representatives can determine when and where to complete their instruction. They may revisit unclear sections or check the entire program regularly. Also, hold the adaptability to add or change the content at any time.
Disadvantages
Disadvantages of a Virtual Learning Environment (Johnson, 2019):
· Decreased attention span: Students have many browser windows open. Many students are programmed to multitask while at the machine, although research reveal that 98% of people are not excellent at multitasking. That can cause articles to scan or start a video that enhances background noise when attempting to develop another outline at the identical moment. It can prevent this from happening by keeping the exercises and videos small and straightforward.
· Get lost in the material: Depending on the learning style of each student, some may feel lost if they cannot require a professor for interpretation in real-time. Others may need lessons that are also functional, visible, or sounding than what they end up contributing to the program.
· Technology Discomfort: While several businesses rely profoundly on technology, and operators are very familiar with how to use it, they may find in a business that does not need this kind of awareness. They may hold operators who appear like they have two daunting responsibilities before of them: completing the training and experiencing the virtual learning environment software that will enable them to serve the training.
· Limitations: A virtual learning environment may not be the standard efficient method to instruct someone on how to create or manipulate a complex machine. It also does not provide person-to-person contact, which can restrict their capacity to work as a team and role-play, brainstorm, or argue.

Disadvantages of a Virtual Learning Environment (CIF Training,2018):
· Self-Discipline: Students must have the motive that they need to sit down and take the classes. This kind of education is challenging for those with long tendencies. 
· Impersonal: Virtual environments may feel a bit lonely as they do not involve real human interaction. 
· Isolation: There are no classroom studies that will support students to understand the topic, as no other student will discuss the course.
· Solo Learning: If a student needs subject information, which is not immediately available, he cannot ask inquiries as he would be in class. He can ask for an explanation in a virtual learning position, but it may be delayed because it is available online for question-answerers. 
· Technology issues: Technology difficulties are frequently frustrating, but they can be very complicated if they appear to fall into the virtual category. Virtual classrooms are just as good as the technology. If learning software does not work well on the computer, or the Internet connection breaks while teaching, students may waste more time operating on the software and adjusting the connection than studying the content.
Survey
Using Survey Monkey, the student-created primary research where five students from University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus complete student survey: The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, where they had answered at five questions in the survey.
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Figure 2
Analysis
Analysing the graphs from Survey monkey can be seen that only five students answer to the survey " How do you rate Moodle". They had five choices of rating Moodle from one to five, where three students give the maximum rate of five and two students rate Moodle at four rates. That means that all students find Moodle simple to operate as they provide good ratings.
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Figure 3
Analysis:
Examining the graphs from Survey monkey can be observed that all five students answer to the survey " It is easy to use Moodle". They had two choices of rating Moodle: yes or no, where all five students choose "yes". That means that all students find Moodle easy to use, as they provide beneficial feedback.
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Figure 4
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Figure 5
Analysis:
Interpreting the graphs from Survey monkey can be viewed that only five students answered the survey: " How helpful tutors are in online classes". They had three choices of rating Moodle: "very helpful, helpful, not so helpful", where all three students choose "very helpful" and the other two students choosing "helpful". That means that all students find their tutors helpful and engaged in online learning, as they provide good ratings. Also, tutors are useful to support students to connect and study in online virtual learning.
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Figure 6
Analysis:
Analysing the graphs from Survey monkey can be observed that only five students respond to the survey " Virtual learning environment motivated you to be more engaged in studying?". They had two choices: yes or no. Here three students choose "yes" and the other two students choosing "no". That means that from all students 60% of students are more motivated in online studying, and the other 40% of students do not feel motivated to be engaged in studying. It was showed in the graph that most students are more engaged in the study using the virtual learning environment, as they provide good feedbacks.
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Figure 7
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Figure 8
Analysis:
Examining the graphs from Survey monkey can be seen that only five students respond to the survey " How do you feel about online learning?". They had three choices: "satisfied, neither satisfied or dissatisfied, dissatisfied". Here three students choose "neither satisfied or dissatisfied" and the other two students choosing "satisfied". That means that from all students, 60% of students are observing no such a big difference between online classes and face to face classes, and the other 40% of students are feeling satisfied with online learning. It was showed in the graph that most students are neither satisfied or dissatisfied, appearing not a massive diversity in online learning.

Conclusion
To conclude the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus is increasing students to develop critical thinking skills and to become engaged students. It can be seen from this rapport that teachers began to promote virtual learning from 1840, producing many improvements in time through our times. Are many beneficial advantages of using VLE. Where during the coronavirus lockdown all university and schools started to teach online instead to close schools. Also, are and some disadvantages and limitation, where the students have network issues, but this can be adjusted. Also, in this rapport can be seen that most of the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David that completed the survey are more motivated to learn, and they find online learning easy to understand.
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