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God’s assistance) to hearken to good advice from any of you, or in any other way
of God; so shall your liberties be preserved, in upholding the honor and power of

authority amongst you,

The deputy governor having ended his speech, the court arose, and the magis-
trates and deputies retired to attend their other affairs. . . .

William Bradford 1590-1657

1826

Born into a Yorkshire family of yeoman
farmers, William Bradford’s early misfor-
tune must have made him more receptive
to the religious fervor and sense of com-
munity that Puritanism later provided. By
the age of seven, Bradford was orphaned
of both parents and a grandfather, and
soon was sent to live with his uncles, who
raised him as a farmer. His fragile health
and sense of isolation allowed him plenty
of time to read his Bible, and when at the
age of twelve he heard the sermons of
Richard Clyfton, a nonconformist minister,
Bradford felt spiritually moved. Despite
the scorn of family and friends, Bradford
in 1606 became a member of this group of
Separatists who had formed their own con-
gregation in the village of Scrooby under
the direction of Clyfton, John Robinson,
his later successor to the pulpit, and
William Brewster, the group’s pre-eminent
elder. Because of pressure to conform to
the hierarchy of the Anglican Church, the
Scrooby group in 1608 fled to Holland and
eventually settled in Leyden. After one di-
sastrous business venture, William Brad-
ford became a weaver: !

In 1620 part of the Leyden congrega-
tion, along with an assortment of less pious
emigrants, departed on the Mayflower to
establish a settlement where they could
maintain a church of “ancient purity” freed
from European entanglements. In Novem-
ber they arrived off the shores of what is
now Cape Cod, Massachusetts (somewhat
farther north than they had intended), and
in December disembarked at Plymouth.

Since John Robinson had stayed behind in
Leyden, William Brewster became the set-
tlers’ spiritual leader, preaching regularly
on Sundays; because of the Separatist em-
phasis upon spontaneity, other members
gave short, impromptu sermons as they
wished. When Plymouth’s first governor,
John Carver, died in 1621, Bradford was
clected to take his place. The governor
wielded extensive powers by contempo-
rary standards: chief judge and jury, super-
intendent of agriculture and trade, and
secretary of state. During his lifetime Brad-
ford was re-elected to the position thirty
times, serving almost continuously, for a
total term of thirty-three years until his
death in 1657.

In 1630 William Bradford wrote the
first book of his history, Of Plymouth Plan-
tation. Perhaps the settlement that year of a
much larger, and potentially overshadow-
ing, Puritan colony at Massachusetts Bay
prompted Bradford to begin his history.
He put aside the manuscript until 1644,
when he finished the eleventh chapter,
and, between 1646 and 1650, he brought
the account of the colony’s struggles and
achievements through the year 1646.

Surprisingly, - Bradford’s unfinished
manuscript was not published until 1856.
It had remained in the Bradford family
until 1728, when Reverend Thomas Prince
placed it in his personal library in Boston’s
Old South Church. During the American
Revolution, the manuscript was lost, pre-
sumably stolen by a British soldier during
the British occupation of Boston (1775-
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1776). In 1855, scholars intrigued by refer-
ences to Bradford in two books on the his-
tory of the Episcopal Church in America
(both written in England) located the man-
uscript in the bishop of London’s library at
Lambeth Palace. In 1897, after a pro-
tracted legal battle, Of Plymouth Planta-
tion was returned to Massachusetts. The
unfinished manuscript of Of Plymouth
Plantation is not Bradford’s only literary
effort—he wrote a journal of Plymouth’s
first year, some poems, and a series of dia-
logues—but it constitutes his greatest liter-
ary achievement. For Bradford the history
of the Plymouth settlers closely followed
the plot of the Old Testament. The Puri-
tans’ journey to the New World indicated
a covenanted relationship with God for
which God’s relationship with the Israel-
ites provided a model and a guide. This in-
terpretive strategy, known as typology, in-
fluenced a number of later New England
historians such as Nathaniel Morton, Cot-
ton Mather, and Thomas Prince.
The way in which Bradford composed
OFf Plymouth Plantation should remind us
that his history is not a yeatly chronicle of
events but a retrospective attempt to inter-
pret God’s design for his “saints,” that ex-
clusive group of believers predestined for
eternal salvation. Like the Puritan journal,
the genre of Puritan history served a dis-
tinctly #seful purpose in enhancing spiri-
tual life. Bradford hoped to demonstrate
the workings of divine providence for the
edification of future generations, and since
all temporal events theoretically conveyed
divine meaning, the texture of Bradford’s
writing is as rich in historical detail as it is
patterned on the language of the Geneva
Bible. The word choice and cadence of
Bradford’s prose manifested a constant re-
minder of the biblical precedent for Puri-
tan history. Yet a major tension in his nar-
rative involves the difficulty in interpreting
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the providential will. As Bradford repeat-
edly encounters human wickedness and
duplicity, Of Plymouth Plantation increas-
ingly reveals its author’s perplexity over
the apparent ambiguity of divine provi-
dence. Bradford maintains his piety, but he
is forced to acknowledge his perception of
an infinite gulf between man and God.
Such an acknowledgment amplifies the
narrative’s tone of humility, established at
the outset, in Bradford’s declaration that
he shall write in the Puritan “plain style” of
biblical simplicity and concrete image, and
tell the “simple truth” as well as his “slen-
der judgment” would permit.
~ Many readers have noted the elegiac
note of sadness on which Of Plymouth
Plantation ends. If Bradford’s realization
that “so uncertain are the mutable things
of this unstable world” dictates his humil-
ity throughout, his final entries particularly
pronounce a sense of loss. In the eulogy to
William Brewster (included below) Brad-
ford lamented, most of all, the disappear-
ance of a communitarian vision embodied
by the first-generation founders like Brew-
ster and John Robinson. To Bradford, those
first emigrants whom he called “Pilgrims”
exemplified the value of community and
sense of purpose that were presumably
waning in the 1640s as second-generation
inhabitants and new immigrants looked
for better farmland. Of Plymouth Planta-
tion thus speaks a message characteristic of
much of the literature of immigration: the
paradoxical nature of prosperity and suc-
cess, the sense that, in this case, the found-
ing of the first successful British settlement
in New England led only to fragmentation
and dispersal.
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from Of Plymouth Plantation

And first of the occasion and inducements thereunto; the which, that I may truly un-
fold, I must begin at the very root and rise of the same. The which I shall endeavour
to manifest in a plain style, with singular regard unto the simple truth in all things; at
Jeast as near as my slender judgment can attain the same.

from Book 1

from Chapter I
The Separatist Interpretation of the Reformation
in England 1550-1607

It is well known unto the godly and judicious, how ever since the first breaking out
of the light of the gospel in our honourable nation of England,! (which was the first
of nations whom the Lord adorned therewith after the gross darkness of popery
which had covered and overspread the Christian world), what wars and oppositions
ever since, Satan hath raised, maintained and continued against the Saints,? from
fime to time, in one sort or other. Sometimes by bloody death and cruel torments;
other whiles imprisonments, banishments and other hard usages; as being loath his
kingdom should go down, the truth prevail and the churches of God revert to their
ancient purity and recover their primitive order, liberty and beauty.

But when he could not prevail by these means against the main truths of the
gospel, but that they began to take rooting in many places, being watered with the
blood of the martyrs and blessed from Heaven with a gracious increase; he then be-
gan to take him to his ancient stratagems, used of old against the first Christians. That
when by the bloody and batbarous persecutions of the heathen emperors he could
not stop and subvert the course of the gospel, but that it speedily overspread, with a
wonderful celerity, the then best known parts of the world; he then began to sow er-
rours, heresies and wonderful dissensions amongst the professors® themselves, work-
ing upon their pride and ambition, with other corrupt passions incident to all mortal
men, yea to the saints themselves in some measure, by which woeful effects followed.
As not only bitter contentions and heartburnings, schisms, with other horrible con-
fusions; but Satan took occasion and advantage thereby to foist in a number of vile
ceremonies, with many unprofitable canons and decrees, which have since been as
snares to many poor and peaceable souls even to this day. . ..

So many, therefore, of these professors as saw the evil of these things in these
parts, and whose hearts the Lord had touched with heavenly zeal for His truth, they
shook off this yoke of antichristian bondage, and as the Lord’s free people joined
themselves (by a covenant of the Lotd) into a church estate, in the fellowship of the
gospel, to walk in all His ways made known, or to be made known unto them, ac-

1The Protestant Reformation. 3Those who profess true Christianity, a term of-
Not the canonical saints of the Roman Cath-  ten applied simply to all Puritans.

olic church, but faithful Christians in general, a

term often applied simply to all Puritans.
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cording to their best endeavours, whatsoever it should cost them, the

them.4 And that it cost them something this ensuing history will declare., ssisis
Ssisting

from Chapter IX .
Of their Voyage, and how they Passed the Sea; and of their
Safe Arrival at Cape Cod’

September 6. These troubles being blown over, and now all being compact together
in one ship, they put to sea again with a prosperous wind, which continued divers
days together, which was some encouragement unto them; yet, according to the usual
mannet, many were afflicted with seasickness. And I may not omit here a special work
of God’s providence. There was a proud and very profane young man, one of the sea-
men, of a lusty, able body, which made him the more haughty; he would alway be
contemning the poor people in their sickness and cursing them daily with grievous
execrations; and did not let to tell them that he hoped to help to cast half of them
overboard before they came to their journey’s end, and to make merry with what they
had: and if he were by any gently reproved, he would curse and swear most bitterly.
But it pleased God before they came half seas over, to smite this young man with a
grievous disease, of which he died in a desperate manner, and so was himself the first
that was thrown overboard. Thus his curses light on his own head, and it was an
astonishment to all his fellows for they noted it to be the just hand of God upon
Rt

But to omit other things (that I may be brief) after long beating at sea they fell
with that land which is called Cape Cod; the which being made and certainly known
to be it, they were not a little joyful. After some deliberation had amongst themselves
and with the master of the ship, they tacked about and resolved to stand for the
southward (the wind and weather being fair) to find some place about Hudson’s
River for their habitation. But after they had sailed that course about half the day,
they fell amongst dangerous shoals and roaring breakers, and they were so far en-
tangled therewith as they conceived themselves in great danger; and the wind shrink-
ing upon them withal, they resolved to bear up again for the Cape and thought them-
selves happy to get out of those dangers before night overtook them, as by God’s

4A paraphrase of the words of the covenant that
people made when they formed a Separatist
(later Congregational) church.
°In a previous chapter Bradford offers a num-
ber of reasons that compelled a minority of the
Leyden group to leave for America. A treaty
between Holland and Spain was due to expire
in 1621, and some of the Separatists were
afraid of a Spanish (and Catholic) invasion of
the Low Countries. Some of the Leyden group
were also concerned about their children’s po-
tential assimilation into Dutch society. More-
over, the Dutch were lax in maintaining the pu-
rity of the sabbath day. The Leyden group
received two successive patents from the Vir-

ginia Company (which were eventually useless
because of their accidental arrival in New Eng-
land, north of the Company’s domain), and al-
though King James I did not grant them reli-
gious toleration, he did promise not to
interfere with them, so long as they maintained
themselves peacefully. Some of the economic
arrangements with the financial backers in
London proved to be difficult as well. Finally,
because one of their ships, the Speedwell, was
forced to turn back because of a leak, those
members still willing to make the voyage joined
the Mayflower which then departed for a sec-
ond time with 101 passengers, about 35 of
whom were Separatists.
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good providence they did. And the next day they got into the Cape Harbor® where but be very small. It is true, indeed, the affections and love of their brethren at Le
y..

they rid in safety. . . . den was cordial and entire towards them i
Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and brought safe to land, they fell upon themselves; and how the case stoosd bet\x;egrlittﬁiz ng Esziofr - heli t'hem o
l their knees and blessed the God of Heaven who had brought them over the vast and ing away hath already been declared. o e
! furious ocean, and delivered them from all the perils and miseries thereof, again to What could now sustain them but the Spirit of God and His M '
set their feet on the firm and stable earth, their proper element. And no marvel if they ought not the children of these fathers rightly say: “Our fa{;herfrace' an ln O}: il '
were thus joyful, seeing wise Seneca’ was so affected with sailing a few miles on the which came over this great ocean, and were ready.to perish in th'wer?ld b I
i coast of his own Italy, as he affirmed, that he had rather remain twenty years on his they cried unto the Lord, and He heard their voice and looked on ;WI derﬂ65§; l?’llli
- way by land than pass by sea to any place in a short time, so tedious and dreadful was etc. “Let them therefore praise the Lord, because He is good: and Sf AP
the same unto him. dure forever.” “Yea, let them which have been redeemed of th-e Lord Silmefles e
But here I cannot but stay and make a pause, and stand half amazed at this poor hath delivered them from the hand of the oppressor. When th -2 dew Al He ;
people’s present condition; and so I think will the reader, too, when he well consid- desert wilderness out of the way, and found no city .to dwell 'eygv aE l’f g, in, e |
ers the same. Being thus passed the vast ocean, and a sea of troubles before in their thirsty, their soul was overwhelmed in them. Let them confess llzl)f o h uilgry an'd
preparation {as may be remembered by that which went before), they had now no lovingkindness and His wonderful works before the sons of ﬁ,:?zre tnlamg bl .
friends to welcome them nor inns to entertain or refresh their weatherbeaten bodies; AR RER- 1, .
. o houses or much less towns to repair to, to seck for succour. Tt is recorded in Scrip- : !
it ture as a mercy to the Apostle and his shipwrecked company, that the barbarians from Book 11
| showed them no small kindness in refreshing them® but these savage barbarians, Chapter XI
when they met with them (as after will appear) were readier to fill their sides full of The Remainder of Anno 1620
, arrows than otherwise. And for the season it was winter, and they that know the win-
I ters of that country know them to be sharp and violent, and subject to cruel and [The Mayflower Compact]
fierce storms, dangerous to travel to known places, much more to search an un-
known coast. Besides, what could they see but a hideous and desolate wilderness, full I shall a little return back, and begin with a combination made by them bef ‘
of wild beasts and wild men—and what multitudes there might be of them they knew came ashore; being the first foundation of their government in fh' enil : Sr?)they |
not. Neither could they, as it were, go up to the top of Pisgah to view from this sioned partly by the discontented and mutinous speeches that : mls ? Tfe. i ‘
| !: wilderness a more goodly country to feed their hopes,” for which way soever they amongst them had let fall from them in the ship: That when t]iz . e}jirangers
’ turned their eyes (save upward to the heavens) they could have little solace or con- would use their own liberty, for none had power to command thy Can;le sshote they
tent in respect of any outward objects. For summer being done, all things stand upon had being for Virginia and not for New England, which belon elg, the patﬁnt they
them with a weather-beaten face, and the whole country, full of woods and thickets, ernment, with which the Virginia Company had n;)thing to do j%jld g)a:trll}?ihi sgL?:h |

represented a wild and savage hue. If they looked behind them, there was the mighty an act by them done, this their condition considered, might be as firm as any pat
. y patent,

ocean which they had passed and was now as a main bar and gulf to separate them and in some respects more sure.

from all the civil parts of the world. If it be said they had a ship to succour them, it

is true; but what heard they daily from the master and company? But that with speed The form was as followeth
IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN.

they should look out a place (with their shallop'®) where they would be, at some near
distance; for the season was such as he would not stir from thence till a safe harbor
was discovered by them, where they would be, and he might go without danger; and
| that victuals consumed apace but he must and would keep sufficient for themselves

and their return. Yea, it was muttered by some that if they got not a place in time,
il they would turn them and their goods ashore and leave them. Let it also be consid-
| i ered what weak hopes of supply and succour they left behind them, that might bear
up their minds in this sad condition and trials they were under; and they could not

KW? wfose 71'&272‘(34;6 areG underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord

ing James, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and 1 '

Jender of the Faith, etc. J Rt

. é‘fcw;ﬂg undertaken, fqr the Glory of God and advancement of the Christian

Nazz‘ ]jm Honour of.ou'r ng and Country, a Voyage to plant the First Colony in the
orthern Parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the pres-

?’Cég()f God)m.d. one of another, Covenant and Combine ourselves together into a ﬁ
zf; Body 1.0{31‘36, for our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the

sz s aforeyc‘zzd; and by virtue bereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equal
aws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be

éNow Provincetown harbor. The Mayflower was BActs 28:2. |
i

at sea sixty-five days, arriving in November 1620. 975 Moses viewed the Promised Land in Num-
TRoman statesman, playwright, and Stoic phil- bers 23:14; Deuteronomy 3:27. ''Bradford’s adaprati : I
5 ) ) ptation of Deutero 26: 13 i |
osopher (3? B.C~A.D. 65?). 104 small, open boat used in shallow water. 12Pgalm 107:1-5, 8. nomy 263, 7. gls\lsefccﬁ)mon}y referred to as the May-
ompact. j
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thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the Colony, unto which we
promise all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we have here@nder
subscribed our names at Cape Cod, the 11th of November, in the year of the reign of
our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth, and
of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini 16204

After this they chose, or rather confirmed, Mr. John Carver (a man godly and
well approved amongst them) their Governor for that year. And afte.r they ha}d pro-
vided a place for their goods, or common store (which were long in unlading for
want of boats, foulness of the winter weather and sickness of divers) and begun some
small cottages for their habitation; as time would admit, they met and copsulted (?f
laws and orders, both for their civil and military government as the necessity of their
condition did require, still adding thereunto as urgent occasion in several times, and
as cases did require.

In these hard and difficult beginnings they found some discontents and mur-
murings arise amongst some, and mutinous speeches and carriages in other; but they
were soon quelled and overcome by the wisdom, patience, and just and equal car-
riage of things, by the Governor and better part, which clave faithfully together in
the main.

[The Starving Time]

But that which was most sad and lamentable was, that in two or three months’ time
half of their company died, especially in January and February, being the depth of
winter, and wanting houses and other comforts; being infected with the scurvy and
other diseases which this long voyage and their inaccommodate condition haEd
brought upon them. So as there died some times two or three of a day in the fo_resaid
time, that of 100 and odd persons, scarce fifty remained. And of these, in the time of
most distress, there was but six or seven sound persons who to their great commen-
dations, be it spoken, spared no pains night nor day, but with abundance of toil and
hazard of their own health, fetched them wood, made them fires, dressed them meat,
made their beds, washed their loathsome clothes, clothed and unclothed them. In a
word, did all the homely and necessary offices for them which dainty and queasy
stomachs cannot endure to hear named; and all this willingly and cheerfully, without
any grudging in the least, showing herein their true love unto their friends and
brethren; a rare example and worthy to be remembered. Two of these seven were Mr.
William Brewster, their reverend Elder, and Myles Standish, their Captain and mili-
taty commander, unto whom myself and many others were much beholden in our
low and sick condition, And yet the Lord so upheld these persons as in this general
calamity they were not at all infected either with sickness or lameness. And what I
have said of these I may of many others who died in this general visitation, and oth-
ers yet living; that whilst they had health, yea, or any strength continuing, they were
not wanting to any that had need of them. And I doubt not but their recompense is
with the Lord.

l4Forty-one men signed the Mayflower Compact.
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But I may not here pass by another remarkable passage not to be forgotten. As
this calamity fell among the passengers that were to be left here to plant, and were
hasted ashore and made to drink water that the seamen might have the more beer,
and one'? in his sickness desiring but a small can of beer, it was answered that if he
were their own father he should have none. The disease began to fall amongst them
also, so as almost half of their company died before they went away, and many of
their officers and lustiest men, as the boatswain, gunner, three quartermasters, the
cook and others. At which the Master was something strucken and sent to the sick
ashore and told the Governor he should send for beer for them that had need of it,
though he drunk water homeward bound.

But now amongst his company there was far another kind of carriage in this mis-
ery than amongst the passengers. For they that before had been boon companions in
drinking and jollity in the time of their health and welfare, began now to desert one
another in this calamity, saying they would not hazard their lives for them, they
should be infected by coming to help them in their cabins; and so, after they came to
lie by it, would do little or nothing for them but, “if they died, let them die.” But such
of the passengers as were vet aboard showed them what mercy they could, which
made some of their hearts relent, as the boatswain (and some others) who was a
proud young man and would often curse and scoff at the passengers. But when he
grew weak, they had compassion on him and helped him; then he confessed he did
not deserve it at their hands, he had abused them in word and deed. “Oh!” (saith he)
“you, I now see, show your love like Christians indeed one to another, but we let one
another lie and die like dogs.” Another lay cursing his wife, saying if it had not been
for her he had never come this unlucky voyage, and anon cursing his fellows, saying
he had done this and that for some of them; he had spent so much and so much
amongst them, and they were now weary of him and did not help him, having need.
Another gave his companion all he had, if he died, to help him in his weakness; he
went and got a little spice and made him a mess of meat once or twice. And because
he died not so soon as he expected, he went amongst his fellows and swore the rogue
would cozen him, he would see him choked before he made him any more meat; and
yet the poor fellow died before morning.

[Indian Relations]

All this while the Indians came skulking about them, and would sometimes show
themselves aloof off, but when any approached near them, they would run away; and
once they stole away their tools where they had been at work and were gone to din-
ner. But about the 16th of March, a certain Indian came boldly amongst them and
spoke to them in broken English, which they could well understand but marveled at
it. At length they understood by discourse with him, that he was not of these parts,
but belonged to the eastern parts where some English ships came to fish, with whom
he was acquainted and could name sundry of them by their names, amongst whom
he had got his language. He became profitable to them in acquainting them with
many things concerning the state of the country in the east parts where he lived,

15Bradford himself.
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which was afterwards profitable unto them; as also of the people here, of their
names, number and strength, of their situation and distance from this place, and who
was chief amongst them. His name was Samoset. He told them also of another In-
dian whose name was Squanto, a native of this place, who had been in England and
could speak better English than himself.

Being, after some time of entertainment and gifts dismissed, a while after he
came again, and five more with him, and they brought again all the tools that were
stolen away before, and made way for the coming of their great Sachem, called Mas-
sasoit. Who, about four or five days after, came with the chief of his friends and other
attendance, with the aforesaid Squanto. With whom, after friendly entertainment
and some gifts given him, they made a peace with him (which hath now continued
this 24 years) in these terms: -

1. That neither he nor any of his should injure or do hurt to any of their people.

2. That if any of his did hurt to any of theirs, he should send the offender, that
they might punish him.

3. That if anything were taken away from any of theirs, he should cause it to be
restored; and they should do the like to his.

4. If any did unjustly war against him, they would aid him; if any did war against
them, he should aid them.

5. He should send to his neighbours confederates to certify them of this, that
they might not wrong them, but might be likewise comprised in the conditions of
peace.

6. That when their men came to them, they should leave their bows and arrows

behind them.

After these things he returned to his place called Sowams, some 40 miles from
this place; but Squanto continued with them and was their interpreter and was a spe-
cial instrument sent of God for their good beyond their expectation. He directed
them how to set their corn, where to take fish, and to procure other commodities,
and was also their pilot to bring them to unknown places for their profit, and never

left them till he died. . . .

from Chapter XIV
Anno Domini 1623

[End of the “Common Course and Condition”]

All this while no supply was heard of, neither knew they when they might expect any.
So they began to think how they might raise as much corn as they could, and obtain
a better crop than they had done, that they might not still thus languish in misery. At
length, after much debate of things, the Governor (with the advice of the chiefest
amongst them) gave way that they should set corn every man for his own particular,
and in that regard trust to themselves; in all other things to go on in the general way
as before, And so assigned to every family a parcel of land, according to the propor-
tion of their number, for that end, only for present use (but made no division for in-
heritance) and ranged all boys and youth under some family. This had very good suc-
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cess, for it made all hands very industrious, so as much more corn was planted than
otherwise would have been by any means the Governor or any other could use, and
saved him a great deal of trouble, and gave far better content. The women now went
willingly into the field, and took their little ones with them to set corn; which before
would allege weakness and inability; whom to have compelled would have been
thought great tyranny and oppression.

The experience that was had in this common course and condition, tried sundry
years and that amongst godly and sober men, may well evince the vanity of that con-
ceit of Plato’s'® and other ancients applauded by some of later times; that the taking
away of property and bringing in community into a commonwealth would make
them happy and flourishing; as if they were wiser than God. For this community (so
far as it was) was found to breed much confusion and discontent and retard much
employment that would have been to their benefit and comfort. For the young men,
that were most able and fit for labour and service, did repine that they should spend
their time and strength to work for other men’s wives and children without any rec-
ompense. The strong, or man of patts, had no more in division of victuals and clothes
than he that was weak and not able to do a quarter the other could; this was thought
injustice. The aged and graver men to be ranked and equalized in labouts and vict-
uals, clothes, etc., with the meaner and younger sort, thought it some indignity and
disrespect unto them. And for men’s wives to be commanded to do service for other
men, as dressing their meat, washing their clothes, etc:, they deemed it a kind of slav-
ey, neither could many husbands well brook it. Upon the point all being to have
alike, and all to do alike, they thought themselves in the like condition, and one as
good as another; and so, if it did not cut off those relations that God hath set amongst
men, yet it did at least much diminish and take off the mutual respects that should
be preserved amongst them. And would have been worse if they had been men of
another condition. Let none object this is men’s corruption, and nothing to the
course itself. I answer, seeing all men have this corruption in them, God in His wis-
dom saw another course fitter for them. . . .

from Chapter XIX
: Anno Domini 1628

[Thomas Morton of Merrymount]

About some three or four years before this time, there came over one Captain Wol-
laston (a man of pretty parts'’) and with him three or four more of some eminency,
who brought with them a great many setvants, with provisions and other implements
for to begin a plantation. And pitched themselves in a place within the Massachu-
setts which they called after their Captain’s name, Mount Wollaston. Amongst whom
was one Mr. Morton, who it should seem had some small adventure of his own or
other men’s amongst them, but had little respect amongst them, and was slighted by

16PJato’s idea of a communistic society depicted ~ 7A clever man, intellectually gifted at least in a
in The Republic. superficial way. :
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the meanest servants. Having continued there some time, and not finding things to
answer their expectations nor profit to arise as they looked for, Captain Wollaston
takes a great part of the servants and transports them to Virginia, where he puts them
off at good rates, selling their time to other men; and writes back to one Mr. Rasdall
(one of his chief partners and accounted their merchant) to bring another part of
them to Virginia likewise, intending to put them off there as he had done the rest.
And he, with the consent of the said Rasdall, appointed one Fitcher to be his Lieu-
tenant and govern the remains of the Plantation till he or Rasdall returned to take
further order thereabout. But this Morton abovesaid, having more craft than honesty
(who had been a kind of pettifogger of Furnival’s Inn) in the others’ absence watches
an opportunity (commons being but hard amongst them) and got some strong drink
and other junkets and made them a feast; and after they were merry, he began to tell
them he would give them good counsel. “You see,” saith he, “that many of your fel-
lows are carried to Virginia, and if you stay till this Rasdall return, you will also be
carried away and sold for slaves with the rest. Therefore I would advise you to thrust
out this Lieutenant Fitcher, and I, having a part in the Plantation, will receive you as
my partners and consociates; so may you be free from service, and we will converse,
plant, trade, and live together as equals and support and protect one another,” or to
like effect. This counsel was easily received, so they took opportunity and thrust
Lieutenant Fitcher out o’ doors, and would suffer him to come no more amongst
them, but forced him to seek bread to eat and other relief from his neighbours till he
could get passage for England.

After this they fell to great licentiousness and led a dissolute life, pouring out
themselves into all profaneness. And Morton became Lord of Misrule, and main-
tained (as it were) a School of Atheism. And after they had got some goods into their
hands, and got much by trading with the Indians, they spent it as vainly in quaffing
and drinking, both wine and strong waters in great excess (and, as some reported)
£10 worth in a morning. They also set up a maypole, drinking and dancing about it
many days together, inviting the Indian women for their consorts, dancing and frisk-
ing together like so many fairies, or furies, rather; and worse practices. As if they had
anew revived and celebrated the feasts of the Roman goddess Flora, or the beastly
practices of the mad Bacchanalians. Morton likewise, to show his poetry composed
sundry rhymes and verses, some tending to lasciviousness, and others to the detrac-
tion and scandal of some persons, which he affixed to this idle or idol maypole. They
changed also the name of their place, and instead of calling it Mount Wollaston they
call it Merry-mount, as if this jollity would have lasted ever. But this continued not
long, for after Morton was sent for England (as follows to be declared) shortly after
came over that worthy gentleman Mr. John Endecott, who brought over a patent un-
der the broad seal for the government of the Massachusetts. Who, visiting those
parts, caused that maypole to be cut down and rebuked them for their profaneness
and admonished them to look there should be better walking. So they or others now
changed the name of their place again and called it Mount Dagon.'8

Now to maintain this riotous prodigality and profuse excess, Morton, thinking
himself lawless, and hearing what gain the French and fishermen made by trading of

18The “false idol” of the Philistines (Judges 16:23).
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pieces, powder and shot to the Indians, he as the head of this consortship began the
practice of the same in these parts. And first he taught them how to use them, to
charge and discharge, and what propottion of powder to give the piece, according
to the size or bigness of the same; and what shot to use for fowl and what for deer.
And having thus instructed them, he employed some of them to hunt and fowl for
him, so as they became far more active in that employment than any of the English,
by reason of their swiftness of foot and nimbleness of body, being also quicksighted
and by continual exercise well knowing the haunts of all sorts of game. So as when
they saw the execution that a piece would do, and the benefit that might come by the
same, they became mad (as it were) after them and would not stick to give any price
they could attain to for them; accounting their bows and arrows but baubles in com-
parison of them.

And here I may take occasion to bewail the mischief that this wicked man began
in these parts, and which since, base covetousness prevailing in men that should
know better, has now at length got the upper hand and made this thing common,
notwithstanding any laws to the contrary. So as the Indians are full of pieces all over,
both fowling pieces, muskets, pistols, etc. They have also their moulds to make shot
of all sorts, as musket bullets, pistol bullets, swan and goose shot, and of smaller
sorts. Yea some have seen them have their screw-plates to make screw-pins them-
selves when they want them, with sundry other implements, wherewith they are or-
dinarily better fitted and furnished than the English themselves. Yea, it is well known
that they will have powder and shot when the English want it nor cannot get it; and
that in a time of war or danger, as experience hath manifested, that when lead hath
been scarce and men for their own defense would gladly have given a groat a pound,
which is dear enough, yet hath it been bought up and sent to other places and sold
to such as trade it with the Indians at 124 the pound. And it is like they give 35 or 4s
the pound, for they will have it at any rate. And these things have been done in the
same times when some of their neighbours and friends are daily killed by the Indi-
ans, or are in danger thereof and live but at the Indians’ mercy. Yea some, as they
have acquainted them with all other things, have told them how gunpowder is made,
and all the materials in it, and that they are to be had in their own land; and I am con-
fident, could they attain to make saltpeter, they would teach them to make powder.

O, the horribleness of this villainy! How many both Dutch and English have
been lately slain by those Indians thus furnished, and no remedy provided; nay, the
evil more increased, and the blood of their brethren sold for gain (as is to be feared)
and in what danger all these colonies are in is too well known. O that princes and
parliaments would take some timely order to prevent this mischief and at length to
suppress it by some exemplary punishment upon some of these gain-thirsty murder-
ers, for they deserve no better title, before their colonies in these parts be overthrown
by these barbarous savages thus armed with their own weapons, by these evil instru-
ments and traitors to their neighbours and country! But I have forgot myself and
have been too long in this digression; but now to return.

This Morton having thus taught them the use of pieces, he sold them all he could
spare, and he and his consorts determined to send for many out of England and had
by some of the ships sent for above a score. The which being known, and his
neighbours meeting the Indians in the woods armed with guns in this sort, it was a
terror unto them who lived stragglingly and were of no strength in any place. And
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other places (though more remote) saw this mischief would quickly spread over all,
if not prevented. Besides, they saw they should keep no servants, for Morton would
entertain any, how vile soever, and all the scum of the country or any discontents
would flock to him from all places, if this nest was not broken. And they should stand
in more fear of their lives and goods in short time from this wicked and debased crew
than from the savages themselves. - i :

- So sundry of the chief of the straggling plantations, meeting together, agreed by
mutual consent to solicit those of Plymouth (who were then of more strength than
them all) to join with them to prevent the further growth of this mischief, and sup-
press Morton and his consorts before they grew to further head and strength. Those
that joined in this action, and after contributed to the charge of sending him for Eng-
land, were from Piscataqua, Naumkeag, Winnisimmet, Wessagusset, Nantasket and
other places where any English were seated. Those of Plymouth being thus sought to
by their messengers and letters, and weighing both their reasons and the common
danger, were willing to afford them their help though themselves had least cause of
fear or hurt. So, to be short, they first resolved jointly to write to him, and in a
friendly and neighbourly way to admonish him to forbear those courses, and sent a
messenger with their letters to bring his answer.

But he was so high as he scorned all advice, and asked who had to do with him,
he had and would trade pieces with the Indians, in despite of all, with many other
scurrilous terms full of disdain. They sent to him a second time and bade him be bet-
ter advised and more temperate in his terms, for the country could not bear the in-
jury he did. It was against their common safety and against the King’s proclamation.
He answered in high terms as before; and that the King’s proclamation was no law,
demanding what penalty was upon it. It was answered, more than he could bear—
His Majesty’s displeasure. But insolently he persisted and said the King was dead and
his displeasure with him, and many the like things. And threatened withal that if any
came to molest him, let them look to themselves for he would prepare for them.

Upon which they saw there was no way but to take him by force; and having so
far proceeded, now to give over would make him far more haughty and insolent. So
they mutually resolved to proceed, and obtained of the Governor of Plymouth to
send Captain Standish and some other aid with him, to take Morton by force. The
which accordingly was done. But they found him to stand stiffly in his defense, hav-
ing made fast his doors, armed his consorts, set divers dishes of powder and bullets
ready on the table; and if they had not been over-armed with drink, more hurt might
have been done. They summoned him to yield, but he kept his house and they could
get nothing but scoffs and scorns from him. But at length, fearing they would do
some violence to the house, he and some of his crew came out, but not to yield but
to shoot; but they were so steeled with drink as their pieces were too heavy for them.
Himself with a carbine, overcharged and almost half filled with powder and shot, as
was after found, had thought to have shot Captain Standish; but he stepped to him
and put by his piece and took him. Neither was there any hurt done to any of either
side, save that one was so drunk that he ran his own nose upon the point of a sword
that one held before him, as he entered the house; but he lost but a little of his hot
blood.

Morton they brought away to Plymouth, where he was kept till a ship went from
the Isle of Shoals for England, with which he was sent to the Council of New England,
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and letters written to give them information of his course and carriage. And also one
was sent at their common charge to inform their Honours more particularly and to
rosecute against him. But he fooled of the messenger, after he was gone from hence,
and though he went for England yet nothing was done to him, not so much as rebuked,
for aught was heard, but returned the next year. Some of the worst of the company
were dispersed and some of the more modest kept the house till he should be heard
from. But I have been too long about so unworthy a person, and bad a cause. . . .

from Chapter XXIII
Anno Domini 1632

[Prosperity Brings Dispersal of Population]

Also the people of the Plantation began to grow in their outward estates, by reason
of the flowing of many people into the country, especially into the Bay of the Massa-
chusetts. By which means corn and cattle rose to a great price, by which many were
much enriched and commodities grew plentiful. And yet in other regards this bene-
fit turned to their hurt, and this accession of strength to their weakness. For now as
their stocks increased and the increase vendible, there was no longer any holding
them together, but now they must of necessity go to their great lots. They could not
otherwise keep their cattle, and having oxen grown they must have land for plowing
and tillage. And no man now thought he could live except he had cattle and a great
deal of ground to keep them, all striving to increase their stocks. By which means
they were scattered all over the Bay quickly and the town in which they lived com-
pactly till now was left very thin and in a short time almost desolate.

And if this had been all, it had been less, though too much; but the church must
also be divided, and those that had lived so long together in Christian and comfort-
able fellowship must now part and suffer many divisions. First, those that lived on
their lots on the other side of the Bay, called Duxbury, they could not long bring their
wives and children to the public worship and church meetings here, but with such
burthen as, growing to some competent number, they sued to be dismissed and be-
come a body of themselves. And so they were dismissed about this time, though very
unwillingly. But to touch this sad matter, and handle things together that fell out af-
terward; to prevent any further scattering from this place and weakening of the same,
it was thought best to give out some good farms to special persons that would
promise to live at Plymouth, and likely to be helpful to the church or commonwealth,
and so tie the lands to Plymouth as farms for the same; and there they might keep
their cattle and tillage by some servants and retain their dwellings here. And so some
special lands were granted at a place general called Green’s Harbor, whete no allot-
ments had been in the former division, a place very well meadowed and fit to keep
and rear cattle good store. But alas, this remedy proved worse than the disease; for
within a few years those that had thus got footing there rent themselves away, partly
by force and partly wearing the rest with importunity and pleas of necessity, so as
they must either suffer them to go or live in continual opposition and contention.
And other still, as they conceived themselves straitened or to want accommodation,
broke away under one pretence or other, thinking their own conceived necessity and




178 « Colonial Period to 1700

the example of others a warrant sufficient for them. And this I fear will be the ruin
of New England, at least of the churches of God there, and will provoke the Lord’s
displeasure against them.

from Chapter XXVIII
Anno Domini 1637

[The Pequot War]

In the fore part of this year, the Pequots fell openly upon the English at Connecticut,
in the lower parts of the river, and slew sundry of them as they were at work in the
fields, both men and women, to the great terrour of the rest, and went away in great
pride and triumph, with many high threats. They also assaulted a fort at the river’s
mouth, though strong and well defended; and though they did not there prevail, yet
it struck them with much fear and astonishment to see their bold attempts in the face
of danger.!? Which made them in all places to stand upon their guard and to prepare
for resistance, and earnestly to solicit their friends and confederates in the Bay of
Massachusetts to send them speedy aid, for they looked for more forcible assaults.
Mr. Vane, being then Governor, writ from their General Court to them here to join
with them in this war . . .

In the meantime, the Pequots, especially in the winter before, sought to make
peace with the Narragansetts, and used very pernicious arguments to move them
thereunto: as that the English were strangers and began to overspread their country,
and would deprive them thereof in time, if they were suffered to grow and increase.
And if the Narragansetts did assist the English to subdue them, they did but make
way for their own overthrow, for if they were rooted out, the English would soon take
occasion to subjugate them. And if they would hearken to them they should not need
to fear the strength of the English, for they would not come to open battle with them
but fire their houses, kill their cattle, and lie in ambush for them as they went abroad
upon their occasions; and all this they might easily do without any or little danger to
themselves. The which course being held, they well saw the English could not long
subsist but they would either be starved with hunger or be forced to forsake the
country, With many the like things; insomuch that the Narragansetts were once wa-
vering and were half minded to have made peace with them, and joined against the
English. But again, when they considered how much wrong they had received from
the Pequots, and what an opportunity they now had by the help of the English to
right themselves; revenge was so sweet unto them as it prevailed above all the rest, so
as they resolved to join with the English against them, and did.

The Court here agreed forthwith to send fifty men at their own charge; and with
as much speed as possibly they could, got them armed and had made them ready un-

19The English had accused the Pequot of three looted Pequot lands, and the violence that
recent murders and in retaliation had sent a Bradford describes here was in response to
raiding expedition into Connecticut to de- both that expedition and the construction of
mand that the murderers be handed over to the English fort at Old Saybrook at the mouth
them. Rebuffed, the English burned and of the Connecticut River.
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der sufficient leaders, and provided a bark to carry them provisions and tend u
té]em Eor all occasions. But when they were ready to march, with a supply fromEiEI;
; :);,1 ;[) sze}(lia.d word to stay; for the enemy was as good as vanquished and there would
I shall not Fake upon me exactly to describe their proceedings in these things. b
cause [ expect it will be fully done by themselves who best know the carriagé a;glii e
cumstances of things. I shall therefore but touch them in general. From Connecti iy
who were most sensible of the hurt sustained and the present danger, they set onclltlt’
party of men, and another party met them from the Bay, at Narragans:atts’ ywho wer:
to join with them. The Narragansetts were earnest to be gone before the EI,l lish were
we‘lil restf:d and refreshed, especially some of them which came last, It shfuld seem
their deslr-e was to come upon the enemy suddenly and undiscovered. There was a
bark of this place, newly put in there, which was come from Connecticut. who did en
courage them to lay hold of the Indians’ forwardness, and to show as gJ;eat forward:
ness as they, for it would encourage them, and e'xpéditio.n might prove to their great
advantage. So they went on, and so ordered their march as the Indians brought tghem
to a fort of the enemy’s (in which most of their chief men were) before day. They ap-
proached the same with great silence and surrounded it both with English' and %]ncﬁ
ans, that they might not break out; and so assaulted them with great courage, shoot-
ing amongst them, and entered the fort with all speed. And those that first ,entered
found sharp resistance from the enemy who both shot at and grappled with them; oth-
ers ran into their houses and brought out fire and set them on fire, which soon,fook
in their mat; and standing close together, with the wind all was quici,dy on a flame, and
thereby more were burnt to death than was otherwise slain; It burnt their bowst;:in S
and made them unserviceable; those that scaped the fire were slain with the SWOI‘%I
some hewed to pieces, others run through with their rapiers, so as they were quickl ;
d1§paFched and very few escaped. It was conceived they thus destroyed about 400 asti
this time. It was a fearful sight to see them thus frying in the fire and the streams of
b}ood quenching the same, and horrible was the stink and scent thereof: but the
victory seemed_a sweet sacrifice,?C and they gave the praise thereof to God ’WhO had
Wrought so wonderfully for them, thus to enclose their enemies in their ljlands and
give them so speedy a victory over so proud and insulting an enemy, . . .

Roger Williams 16037-1683

Banlshed_ in his time, beloved in ours, ous...but very unsettled in judgment”
Roger Williams represents a paradoxical with “strange opinions.” Cotton l%/lath t
early expression of the American ideals of  vilified him as a kind of'Don Quixote tl?

democracy_ and religious freedom. William  “first rebel against the divinekchurch} orf-:
Bradford described him as © godly and zeal-  der in the wilderness.” Providence, Rhode

#Leviticus 2:1-2, Bradford thus places the Pe-

quot War in a line of great battles waged by
God’s chosen people. :




