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The impact that the Glyndŵr revolt has had on Wales.

Introduction
Owain Glyndŵr is a name that requires no introduction in Wales, his story is one that still shapes and influences our country to this day. There have been countless retellings of his uprising and disappearance, however in this essay I want to examine more of the lasting impacts of the uprisings has had on Wales rather than the war itself. To do this, I am going to be looking at how the laws across the centuries have changed, how Glyndŵr’s influence may have still inspired the Welsh people to achieve his goals, and to potentially see if the uprising itself was more of a benefit to the people of Wales or a hinderance of any chance of equal treatment with the English. To begin with, I would like to give context on how the legal system in Wales looked like prior to the uprising as a comparison to how they might have changed during the uprising and in the aftermath of it.
Following the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd in 1282, Wales fell fully under the control of the English crown. Following his conquest, Edward the first implemented Statute of Rhuddlan on the 3rd of March 1284 (Jones, 1969). This statute removed Welsh law and reshaped Wales from the established Principality controlled by ap Gruffudd into a series of new counties following the Normans styled Shire administrations of government (Watkins, 2007).
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Much of the legal system introduced was the same as England, this was until Madog ap Llywelyn led a failed revolt causing a second revision which also included the first discriminatory laws set against the Welsh in 1285. These anti-Welsh laws remained mostly unchanged until Glyndŵr’s rebellion broke out in September of 1400 (Davies, 1995).
With the outbreak of war, the English parliament introduced six new laws which would become the second wave of discriminatory laws in the early months of 1401. Further expanding on them by adding an additional nine in the following year (Bowen, 1908).
The Negative impacts and influences on Wales. 
As stated above several of the second discriminatory laws introduced in response to the rebellion were:
· No Welshmen, "wholly born in Wales" could purchase lands or tenements within England nor within the Boroughs or English towns of Wales.
· Englishmen were not to be convicted by Welshmen in Wales.
· A Welshman could not obtain the privileges of a citizen or burgess in any city or borough or merchant town; could not become a municipal officer and was forbidden to carry armour in any city or town.
· Where there was a dispute or debt, the English were permitted to arrest any person and seize their property when coming out of Wales and hold them until the debt was made good.
· Congregations and councils were forbidden unless they were for an evident and necessary cause or were held by licence of the chief officials of the Lordships.
· Welshmen were not to carry arms without special licence.
· No Welshmen, unless he were a Bishop or Lord, could possess a castle or defend his house.
· No Welshman could hold office in Wales except for bishops.
· All castles and walled towns were to be kept by Englishmen.
· The Lords Marchers were to keep "sufficient stuffing and ward" in their castles in Wales in case of riots.
· No food or armour was to be sent into Wales, and an English Constable was appointed to prevent and seize such supplies
· An Englishman married to any Welshwoman could also not hold office in Wales or its Marches. (Bowen, 1908)
These laws made a lot of sense in a wartime setting to prevent further unrest and keeping the opposing side under control. We must not forget that the original discriminatory laws like preventing Welshmen from acquiring English land in Wales without licences and that they should be excluded from all the major posts of civil and military power in Wales. Which were still in effect at this time and together with these new laws severely hindered any form of Welsh advancement or equality in English society (Davies, 1995).
These laws remained in place until Henry the 8th repealed them over a century later between 1535 and 1542 (Williams, 1993). It must be noted that there have only been a few cases of these laws being enforced while they were still in effect. The threat of their existence alone kept the Welsh in line (Williams, 1993).
Glyndŵr prior to the war was a staunch English ally being loyal to the crown, much of his early life and career was spent in the army from 1384 to 1390 (Tout, 1901). Even during his campaign for freedom Owain maintained ties to England. Two of his strongest allies were defected English lords Sir Edmund Mortimer and Sir Henry “Hotspur” Percy, together hoping to reshape both Wales and England’s future (Pierce, 1959). However, this aspect of Glyndŵr’s life is often forgotten by modern anti-British nationalist groups using him as their figurehead in their own agendas to create and liberate a more secular Wales (Jones, 2021). Most notably of these groups is the Meibion Glyndŵr or Sons of Glyndŵr in English. This group was active from 1979 to the mid 1990’s with their main actions in Wales was burning down over 200 English holiday homes across the country as a response to the rising anti-English sentiment growing in the late 20th to early 21st centuries in Wales (Brooke, 2018)
The Positive aspects and the Legacy of Glyndŵr.
The actions of Glyndŵr had faded from the cultural zeitgeist and had fallen into obscurity until the 19th Century when the Cymru Fydd movement, a group founded in 1886 with the goals of gaining self-governance for Wales had reintroduced him as a father to modern Welsh nationalism (Jones, 1990). Wales at the time of the groups founding was going from a period of great change, not all of it being good with the Rebecca Riots (Jenkins, 2008) and the impacts of the Blue Books crippling the Welsh language, still being felt across the nation (Brooks, n.d.). So, when the movement introduced Glyndŵr’s story back out to the wider public, many people rallied behind it. After the Cymru Fydd collapsed, many new groups seeking more powers and right in Wales rose to take its place, most popular and influential is Plaid Cymru. Taking Glyndŵr dream of a Welsh parliament as their own, the new political party managed to pressure the British government with its popularity to heed some of their demands beginning the road of Welsh Devolution (George, 2005). 
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Harlech Castle was constructed between 1282 and 1289 under the orders of Edward the 1st during his conquest of Wales, by the time of 1404 the rebel forces had captured the castle from the English. Glyndŵr would move his family and court to the castle to use as his seat of power (Cadw, n.d.). It is speculated that it was in this castle that Glyndŵr would be acknowledged as Prince of Wales by envoys from Scotland, France, Brittany and the Pope (Davies, 2009). This is a key moment for the Welsh past and present as for the first time in over a century the Welsh had their own native ruler again. In the nearby village of Machynlleth, Glyndŵr had assembled the first Welsh Parliament and outlined his dreams for a free Wales, these included the establishment of two universities, reintroducing the laws of Hywel Dda and a creation of a national church (Davies, 2009). This castle was built to be a symbol of oppression and control over the Welsh but due to Glyndŵr it is today more fondly thought of as one of more culturally important buildings (Cadw, u.d.).
While Glyndŵr did not live to see any of his aims fulfilled, many of the goals he outlined for an independent Welsh state have been achieved since his time. In 1827 Wales officially had its first university open its doors in Lampeter (B.D, 1865), with two more in Aberystwyth and Cardiff opening in 1872 and 1893 respectively. Following the second world war and the collapsing state of the British Empire, there was a great effort for more devolved powers in Wales. The British government established the Council for Wales and Monmouthshire in 1949 made up of 27 nominated officials from the local authorities in Wales as a responsive to Plaid Cymru’s growing popularity and push for more powers (Davies, 1993). This was later expanded in 1951 with the Welsh Tourism Board and National Eisteddfod Council being created. It wasn’t until the 1979 that the Welsh people held the power to vote on whether a Welsh Assembly would be created to give more powers to the Welsh state. This referendum concluded with the vote not to have an assembly winning, however a vote was held again in 1997 which passed and in 1999 Wales had its own national assembly government (Rozenberg, 1997).
Modern aspects felt by Glyndŵr’s influence
In our modern age we have come to celebrate Glyndŵr as hero of our people and the last true Prince of Wales. His story may not be taught in public schools but there is hardly a person in Wales who doesn’t know his name, statues honouring him dot around the country; the ones in Cardiff City Hall and Corwen being the most famous (Davies, 2009).[image: A statue of a person holding a sword
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We have even come to celebrate his life and his achievements on the 16th of September as Owain Glyndŵr Day, an unofficial holiday that many heritage groups have been pushing to be made an official bank holiday in Wales. On this day his banner is flown by those thankful for efforts in building a modern Welsh state and parades are held in his honour notably in Ruthin where the uprising first targeted along with other key locations across the country (BBC, 2020).
Glyndŵr’s influence has seemingly not been limited to Wales with his tactics in guerilla warfare being seen used in the Cuban Revolution during the mid-20th century (Roberts, 2017).
Conclusion
While it is truly hard to fully say one way or the other how much of an impact the uprising has had on our country given the events in between stretching across centuries. We can confidently say that Glyndŵr has remained a key figurehead in our country’s story and somewhat of a founding father to what modern Wales is today. Without his actions inspiring future generations to maintain the fight, to protect the culture, language and rights of the Welsh people we certainly would be living in a more Anglicised society today without key institutions such as the Welsh Parliament granting the Welsh more rights than they’ve had for centuries. 
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