	Criminal Justice and Policing MA
	
	



        
                        
                        [image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_eIHXgs2m]This essay will delve into a comparison of two terrorist organisations from distinct historical periods, looking at the perspective, tactics and support from both groups to further understand the ways in which terrorism has evolved over time.  Despite the lack of a universally agreed upon definition, the word terrorism has inspired many interpretations, for instance, the unlawful use of violence, the inherent intimidation of sections of the public, a threat or an action that puts the public at risk of endangerment, each partnered with “for purpose of advancement, whether religious, political, or ideological cause”, (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022 & Coady, 2021). Other definitions convey terrorism as reckless or considerable damage to property, and often life, and the purpose of these violent attacks is the coercion or intimidation of the public, (MI5 Security Service, 2024). Although there seems to be many definitions, defining a concept as complex as terrorism comes with extreme difficulty because of the nature of the acts, along with the subjectivity. what many of us perceive as terrorism, others may believe it to be self- defense or a form of resistance, this depends on the context of the action, (Saul, 2019).  The phenomenon of terrorism has been around for far longer than anticipated, large scale terrorist attacks are recognisable, however, many people are unaware that terrorism is not a modern phenomenon. 
[bookmark: _Int_w9CSVTXm][bookmark: _Int_ECF67oRU]The history of terrorism is intricate interlaced with motivations full of complexity and driven by diverse ideologies that began long before modern times, according to Alshdaifat (2014), terrorism has not only evolved over decades, but centuries too. Ancient acts of violence trace the roots of terrorism as far back as the 1st century, where the Sicarii resorted to violence and intimidation to achieve their political goals, their reign of terror in ancient Judea was notable, they are some of the earliest recorded organisations to use intimidation and assassination as a ‘political tool’, (Chojnowski, 2017). Taylor & Gautron (2015), demonstrate that the methods used by the Sicarii reflected a ‘desperate struggle for freedom’, their legacy paved the way for modern terrorism, and the tactics used for intimidation and political violence. Essentially, the Crown Prosecution Service (2022), characterises terrorism and the use, or threat, of violence to obtain a goal, the destabalisation or influence over the government or governing bodies. Goodwin (2019) among other scholars explain that there are many reasons behind acts of terrorism, Goodwin believes that the main cause is political advancement, but the intimidation of the wider public or in some cases, even to inspire other terrorist organisations are also amidst motivation, (Schanzer, 2019). The comparison between the Sicarii and a more modern organisation, ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham), will demonstrate how each organisation used different tactics to gain recognition and conduct their attacks. 
A radical Jewish group, known as the Sicarii, largely associated with the Zealots, spread fear during the 1st century, and were especially known for the role that they played within the Jewish-Roman War of 66-73 CE. Their name was inspired by the dagger, derived from the Latin word “Sica,” also refers to their preferred methods of assassination, (Taylor & Gautron, 2015). According to Stanford (2021), public assassination was a primary tactic of the Sicarii’s, where they would conceal their daggers until finding victims in crowded places, namely, festivals and marketplaces, striking terror into the people of Judea. Members of the group carried small daggers under their clothing, intended for their surprise attacks on the public, where they targeted Roman soldiers or individuals in the Jewish community that offered their support or alliance to the Romans, the aim of the attacks was to incite a rebellion against the roman rule in Judea. Their tactics, characterised by their guerilla warfare approach, made them notorious for their ruthless assassination attempts. Brown (2019), elucidate that the group was particularly active in several parts of Judea, including Jerusalem, often watching and targeting individuals that they had distinguished as ‘traitors’.  Throughout history, many strategies have been used to carry out attacks on the public and the government, each bringing terror and pain. The Sicarii employed several tactics to intimidate the population of Judea during their resistance against the Romans. 
The Sicarii’s acts have been viewed differently by many scholars, many agree that the group were terrorist, solely aiming to gain political advancement and throw out the Roman rule. Strategies like kidnapping soldiers, coercion and extortion, robbery and murder fall under the Terrorism Act 2000, that states that terrorism includes “serious violence against a person...for the advancement of religious or ideological cause”, (UK Government, 2000). However, some academics believe that these acts were not terrorism and view the group instead as freedom fighters.  Brighton (2011) argues that to make life better for the Jewish population in Judea, the resistance was necessary, and the group did their best to expel the Romans from Palestine. At the time of the Sicarii, the Roman Empire imposed heavy taxes and enforced laws that much of the Jewish population found oppressive, widespread resentment spread, leading to the support of the group, (Friedman, 2021). The radical methods of the group were deep rooted in their desire for religious freedom, Friedman (2021) mentions that the Sicarii reflected a larger context of frustration and desperation of the Jewish community who faced oppression. 
[bookmark: _Int_3foYCVTX][bookmark: _Int_i8yuCWc7]For organisations such as the Sicarii, support was crucial. Acquiring weapons and supplies for their operations and attacks costs money, many organisations take donations, aid in criminal activities or state sponsorships, (Hausken, 2019). Support for the Sicarii was quite different; they used ideological persuasion as well as violence to gain the support of the Jewish community. The Sicarii earned much of their support from their acts of violence, but in some instances, they traded support for services in their community. They emphasised themes of freedom in times of oppression, focusing on ‘national identity’ and convincing other individuals that Romans were invaders, and that with enough support, they could take back power, (Dawson, 2024). Concentrating on ideological appeal, the Sicarii framed the struggle of their people as a fight against the Romans to secure their freedom. Again, this appealed to the resentment of the Romans, and causing violence and instilling fear encouraged others to join their cause. Their actions and their engagement with the Zealots illustrated how extreme political and social pressures led to the use of terrorism, ultimately contributing to a cycle of violence as a means of resistance. 
[bookmark: _Int_Z44WdarV]Eventually, the Romans had grown tired of the resistance, the Roman Emperor, Vespasian’s son, Titus, led the great Siege of 73 CE. The Masada, an ancient fortress that overlooked the Dead Sea, Isereal, became inhabited by the Sicarii after Roman forces captured Jerusalem, (Knapp, 2017). After taking refuge, and having no way of escaping, the remaining members of the Sicarii took part in a mass suicide, this act was probably their most unforgettable. Regarding their last action, Vandenberghe (2016), recalls that the oppression of the Jewish community was so unbearable that the Sicarii, those that had not been enslaved and killed, would rather take their own lives than be captured by their enemies. As a result of the Sicarii’s actions, the Romans destroyed the temple and pillaged the sacred contents, hoping to put a rest to the resistance. The murder of the Sicarii, a prominent symbol of defiance showed the Jewish people that their resistance and violence would not be tolerated, and that resistance was futile (Jordan, 2020).  In addition to this, the loss of leadership made it difficult for any remining groups to coordinate efforts and unite, their pursuit of resistance was significantly weakened, and they fundamentally lacked the capacity for another large scale organsied rebellion, (Vandenberghe, 2016). 

The second terrorist organisation ISIS, has been known other names, such as ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) and Daesh, which will also be used to refer to the organisation. They are a militant group that emerged in the early 2000s, their extremist interpretation of Islam has seen them take responsibility for several terror attacks, (Marthinsen, 2018). The group was said to have evolved from earlier groups, and they portrayed themselves similarly to the Taliban, however, looking closely at the facts of each group, there is a clear difference between the two. Nance (2016) explains that after the group emerged, they grew their support and expanded to Syria during their civil war, the aim of the organisation being to establish a caliphate (a state governed by Sharia law). Their radical ideologies are so deep – rooted that the organisation seeks to ‘eliminate’ all oppositions, which includes other Muslim sects, they hold the belief that differing interpretation of Islam holds threat to their vision of ‘religious purity’, (Sekulow, 2015). This extreme stance fosters division within the Muslim community and incites violence against those who do not conform. These actions are driven by the desire for power and control, leading to a cycle of conflict that undermines the very principles of peace, tolerance and coexistence that other Islamic sects advocate. 
[bookmark: _Int_GX0F7oR4]This organisation surfaced at a time when terrorism was on the rise, after the attack on the Twin Towers much of the world was on alert. A considerable amount of the Muslim community experienced increased scrutiny and a rise in Islamophobia and suspicions against the religion saw spikes in hate crimes that ranged from vandalism of mosques, verbal harassment to physical attacks, (Crawford, Graves & Katzenstein, 2021). The aftermath of the attacks also saw a surge in government surveillance that disproportionately affected Muslim communities, the law enforcement expanded monitorisation and investigations using the USA PATRIOT Act (2001), (Department of Justice, 2001). 
[bookmark: _Int_wjw0Ft2o]ISIS used many strategies to carry out their acts of terrorism like ambushes and surprise attacks on civilians and often using guerilla warfare on military personnel. By creating tunnel networks, members of the organisation allowed themselves to get in and out of opposing military bases undetected, (Zohar, 2022). The element of surprise allowed them to conflict damage and have time to retreat before retaliation from their opposition. As well as ambushes, they used military style assaults, car bombs, kidnapping for ransom, IED (improvised explosive device) attacks, tunnel networks, suicide attacks, drones, targeted killings and media activity, (Cancian, 2017). With each attack, the organisation gained a larger reputation and this along with their strong media presence allowed them to seek support in various ways. With their growing reputation and the increase of violent attacks, ISIS used the proceeds from their territories to fund their activities, they took control of banks, oil and gas reservoirs, to financially enable their attacks, (Stergiou, 2016). Next, they reintroduced the concept of jizya, the taxation of non-Muslim population, Revkin (2017) announced that individuals that did not convert to Islam would have a choice to make; either pay the jizya tax or leave the IS territory. Money was not an issue for Daesh, they had many sources of income through donations, ransom from kidnappings, extortion and the theft of economic assets. Additionally, social media campaigns put out by the organisation portrayed their activities as religious purity, and their ideological appeal presents them as a legitimate state, only intending to defend their faith, (Gaub, 2016). Creating a narrative of camaraderie among its members, the portrayal of life within ISIS as a united effort against enemies and opposition, a sense of belonging can be particularly appealing to some individuals, (Wilson, 2017).  For individuals who feel marginalised or isolated, social media campaigns promise a sense of community, the promise of adventure, and a grasp of religious purity. Vulnerable people are more at risk of online recruitment and propaganda videos and encrypted messaging apps, which are the strategies that were used by ISIS to gain followers and new soldiers, (Graham, 2016). All their strategies and tactics outline their willingness to recruit and succeed, from their guerilla warfare to their advanced use of technology, their adaptation in tactics in response to military pressure shows resilience and true commitment to their cause. 
[bookmark: _Int_jUUqeFdC]Counter – terrorism in the UK, France and the USA has made several attempts to put an end to the actions of Daesh, Fenwick (2016) demonstrates that measures such as tightening the security laws to intercept the flow of foreign terrorist fighters into the countries. The Global Coalition is a unified body formed in September 2014, made up of 83 international partners that have dedicated their efforts to defeat Daesh, (UK Government, 2014). There are several ways that they aim to combat the organisation UK Government (2014) provide us with a list of objections that include the following: dismantling ISIS networks, stifling funding, offering support to stabalisation efforts in areas that have already been liberated from Daesh, and lastly, undermining Daesh’s whole narrative. As of January 2023, there have been more than 140 terror attacks allegedly carried out by ISIS, many of them intercepted, Glenn; Rowan; Caves & Nada (2019), conveys that counter – terrorism strategies were successful, as the ISIS caliphate were only left with 5 percent of its territory, losing its largest properties and cities. 

When looking at each of the organisations, they share similar political and radical ideologies. Each of the organsiations wanted control and were not immune to the use of violence to achieve their political goals. The use of brutal tactics like extortion, kidnap, murder, surprise attacks and ideological persuasion were utilised. The Sicarii viewed their actions as religious purity, holding the belief that they were fighting for the freedom of their people and their faith, similarly, ISIS framed their violent attacks as religious duty , claiming that their actions were only advancing and protecting Islam and could only be done by establishing a caliphate, (Atran, 2015). Furthermore, both the sicarii and ISIS used targeted killings, murdering anyone that they considered to be traitors the Sicarii assassinated Jews that were believed to have cooperated with the Romans, while ISIS targeted those they perceived to be enemies of Islam, and as mentioned before, this included other Muslims that did not adhere to their extremist views. Instilling fear into the public, the Sicarii used their violence to spread messages and recruit support, while ISIS also used fear, they employed a modern tactic, the use of social media to disseminate their ideology as far as possible. The similarities between the organisations highlight how violence was used as a leverage along with religious justification and propaganda to pursue their agendas.
Along with similarities, there stand clear differences. The biggest difference between the terrorist organisations is the use of modern technology. Modern terrorism is particularly transnational, this is due to the advances in technology that allow for global communication, and the coordination of activities through encrypted messaging apps, social media and forums that enable like-minded individuals to connect, worldwide, (Wainwright, 2017). Facilitating the spread of the ideologies was much easier for ISIS, as the social networks allow for millions to see beheading videos and provides space for the recruitment of new members. The Sicarii on the other hand had to use violence and political ideas for their recruitment. Another difference refers to the methods employed by the terrorists, ISIS used bombs, beheading, sexual slavery and suicide attacks to their advantage, (Walt, 2015). The Sicarii used daggers as their primary weapon, the attacks premeditated as they would target Roman Collaborators, conduct their attacks and retreat into crowds to avoid being caught, targeted attacks conducted by ISIS were not so secretive, they liked to accept responsibility. Moreover, ISIS controlled many areas, whereas the Sicarii was present in many areas, but did not have overall control. The motivations and support seeking for each organisation also have both similarities and differences, for example, both forced support by using intimidation and coercion. Again, it would have been much easier for ISIS, as they technology, rather than promoting their ideologies with mass attacks and the promotion of violence and sexual assault, the Sicarii operated, somewhat in secrecy, and earned support by providing services in the community. 
The effectiveness of counter- terrorism also differed slightly; to put rest of the Sicarii's activities, the Romans enslaved and killed many members, they suffered the wrath of the Romans and inevitably took their own lives to stop the Romans from capturing them all. Vespasian made it almost impossible for the remaining members to unite and collaborate further; by taking their leaders out of the equation, he left them powerless and defenseless. Therefore, what we would call counter – terrorism measures back in the 1st century were successful in eradicating the terrorist organisation, (Jones, 1997). As time has gone on, strategies and tactics of counter – terrorism must evolve with technology and weapons. Having a large military support in areas where ISIS was highly present meant that there was an equipped force already capable of engaging in direct combat with ISIS fighters, deterring attacks and causing disruption to their operations. This ultimately led to degradation of the organisations capabilities. The support of  stabalisation efforts was successful, according to the UK Government (2024), more than 120,000 security forces have been trained and roughly £500 million has been contributed to humanitarian and stabalisation efforts. By eradicating Daesh from areas and focusing on the rebuilding and stabilisation of communities, it can provide physical and psychological support to those affected. Also, the stimulation of economic recovery provides jobs and produces essential resources, reducing the likelihood of community members turning to extremist ideologies due to struggle and desperation, (Borum, 2024). Equally as important is the prevention of terrorist fighters crossing boarders; by implementing tighter boarder control, it makes it harder for foreign terrorist fighters to enter our country and pose threats to the public, or governing bodies. Each of these counter – terrorism measures ensures that ISIS’ narrative is undermined, damaging their ability to recruit new members. Despite this, ISIS is a large organisation with followers all over the globe, the scale of the organisation makes it much harder to eradicate their narrative and their activities, although there are several preventative measures that are somewhat successful. There is much more to be done to eliminate the threat of ISIS. 

To recapitulate, there are many methods of radicalisation and they can be much more damaging than anticipated, many vulnerable people get sucked into ideologies due to feelings of alienation; going through tough times alone often leaves individuals with a desire for belonging. This is exactly what terrorist organisations look for, vulnerabilities that can be susceptible to radicalisation and manipulation, (HM Government, 2023). The danger of terrorism also lies within the motivations behind the acts, religious and political motivations were behind the attacks of the Sicarii and ISIS, but other factors like ideological movement also played a part. It was revealed that ISIS were based upon other terror groups, and inspiration formed large networks of like-minded people that glorified violence and portrayed themselves as martyrs. For this reason, along with online recruitment and radicalisation, young women made journeys to join ISIS fighters in their cause, influenced by the portrayal of a utopian society, and a sense of belonging. The focus on ideology saw many young women rush to contribute to what they could only perceive as benevolent altruism, the organisation recruited women through appealing to their emotions with the promise of empowerment, companionship and the establishment of a caliphate, although, these women soon began to understand that this was a deception, (Saltman, 2019). 
Throughout history, strategies and tactics of terrorism have evolved, this is clear as the Sicarii used secret operations and provided services for support, which then led to violence, but ISIS took advantage of technology and social media, especially as it advanced and become easier to access and harder to break. The impact that technology has on the public has made it very easy for the manipulation of vulnerable people and the spread of radical ideology; platforms where extremist groups can disseminate propaganda easily and connect with a range of people has made the recruitment of terrorist fighters simpler.  Moreover, anonymity of online communication and message encryptions allow for targeted engagement and radicalisation efforts, preying on marginalised individuals with vulnerabilities. 

[bookmark: _Int_pS7rc6ms][bookmark: _Int_ZNjRRlSr][bookmark: _Int_PmvGaMFz]To conclude, it is important to understand how strateiges of terrorism habe evolved over time to ensure that counter – terrorism is effective in many ways. Particularly pattern recognition, that can provide valuable insights with the identification of trends or abnormalities in data relating to threats of terrorism, (Knoke, 2015).  The analysation of patterns in communication through social media or financial transactions, law enforcement or counter- terrorism authorities can detect signs of radicalisation early on, enabling protective measures to prevent terrorist activity.  historical perspectives can inform current policies and practices, meaning authorities can ensure that resources are allocated effectively for a more successful outcome. Addressing some of the root causes of terrorism can help alleviate the feelings of marginalisation, or social injustice that pushes individuals to extremist behaviour or belief. So far, counter – terrorism meausres have been successful in the following areas; restricting the ability of suspects in engagement in terror related activity, exclusion and deportation with assurances meaning that if the Home Secretary does not consider the presence of individuals to be ‘conductive to the public good’ or if there are reasons to suspect engagement in terrorist activity, they can be excluded from the UK, (Home Office, 2023). Other strategies, such as working together with local and international authorities provides count- terrorism with enhances efforts with the sharing of resources and intelligence. Collaboration of tracking and disrupting terror networks essentially leads to a more effective prevention of activities and response strategies. The growing use and advancements in technology only allow for recruitment and engagement with terror activity. Despite the everlasting counter–terrorism efforts and interception strategies, terrorism is an ongoing phenomenon, and there is still much to be done to combat the deep- rooted ideologies and motivations behind these organisations and activities. 
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