Assessment 1	ECSS6002	1401998
Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’s devolved Government. Students should refer to issues within the fluid ‘Brexit’ negotiations currently being reported via. a wide range of media sources.
This assessment focuses on the effects leaving the European Union has on Britain but most importantly the effects it has on Wales and their economy. 
‘If everyone could have everything they wanted, there would be no such thing as politics’ (Kelly, 2013).
Politicians have been around of centuries, they are members of a political party that govern countries over the world (Kelly, 2013), but this essay will be focusing on Britain’s political parties; they have the power and resources to have complete control over humanity. Political parties were put together to form innovative ideas and put them forward to the public.
Theorists, Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels published a theory in 1845 based on the ‘means of production’ – their theory hind sighted a ‘specific organization of economic production within a given society’ (Singer, 1980).  Marx’s theory refers to the ‘relationship between those who own the means of production, known as the capitalists and those who do not, the workers’ (Singer, 1980); such as, factories, machines and raw materials, ‘it also includes labour and the organisation of the labour force’. Singer (1980) research conducted on Marx and Engels states that the ‘history evolves through the interaction between the mode and the relations of production’ – ‘the means of production constantly evolves towards a realisation of it’s fullest capacity, but its evolution creates antagonisms between the classes of people defined by the relations of productions’. 
Kelly (2013) states that politics is a ‘total complex of people living in society, conduct in a particular area of experience especially seen with a political point of view’. Politics is a process with a use of power, is it the ‘exercise of governance, it is a control over human activity and it is modernity, known as the study of the distribution of power’ (Kelly, 2013). 
Political economy is the way in which ‘political institutions of government and economy systems influence each other’ (Kelly, 2013) – ‘the process of the political economy is them making all uniform decisions and also then applying them to all group members’.
2017, a general election took place in June (Guardian, 2017) – under the ‘fix-term Parliament Act 2011 an election was not due to be held until May 2020’ – but, Prime Minister Theresa May asked for a ‘snap election was ratified by the necessary supermajority in a 522-13 vote in the Houses of Commons in April 2017’. ‘The Conservative Party, which has governed since 2015, is defending a majority of 12 against the Labour Party, the official opposition. The third largest party, the Scottish National Party, won 56 of the 59 Scottish constituencies in 2015. The Liberal Democrats, and the Northern Irish Democratic Unionist Party, are the fourth and fifth largest parties, with 9 and 8 seats respectively’ (Guardian, 2017).
‘Negotiation positions following Britain's invocation of Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union in March 2017 to leave the EU are expected to dominate the election campaign. Opinion polling for the popular vote since the election was called has given May's Conservatives a significant lead over Labour led by Jeremy Corbyn’ (Guardian, 2017).
 ‘Each of the 650 constituencies elected one member of parliament to the Houses of Commons’ (Guardian, 2017) – Theresa May had hoped to ‘secure a larger majority for the Conservative Party in order, to strengthen her hand in the forthcoming Brexit negotiations’. One the votes we counted, the Conservatives came in first place at 317 votes, but they were 13 votes short from the previous election that was held in 2015, whereas Labour came in second place with 262 seats, they also had 30 seats more than the previous election: this then became a hung election (Guardian, 2017).
‘When a general election results in no single political party winning an overall majority in the House of Commons, this is known as a situation of no overall control, or a 'hung Parliament’ (Parliament, 2017).
After, the hung parliament came into place, in order, to form a Government ‘one of the two parties had to be able to command a majority in the Houses of Commons on votes of confidence and supply – the majority could include support from other political parties also, whether or not, if there was a formal coalition arrangement’ (Guardian, 2017). ‘in a situation of no overall control from the Government in power before the General Election gets the first chance at creating a government, if they could not do that, the Prime Minister would have had to resign’ (Guardian, 2017) – luckily, for Theresa May she managed to sign a deal with DUP – this deal keeps the Conservatives in power, ensured that Brexit made it through Parliament and it got the Northern Ireland power-sharing back on track!
‘The Prime Minister called this election because she wanted a mandate. Well the mandate she has got is lost Conservative seats, lost votes, lost support and lost confidence’ (ITV, 2017).
During the 2017 General Election, the Conservatives and Labour came up with a manifesto each.
Labours Manifesto – there main aim was to ‘create an economy that works for all, have social security, a better national education service, they promised more healthcare for everyone, to live in a more equal society, secure homes for all, to be able to extend democracy and they were also going to negotiate the Brexit deal; they were willing to put the nations interests first’ (Labour, 2017); ‘for the many, not the few’.
Labour (2017) wanted to increase the minimum wage to £10 an hour, to extend free school meals to all primary school children, they were willing to end the 1% pay cap for all nurses, midwives and NHS staff, they wanted to repeal the Trade Union Act, they wanted to scrap the Conservatives Brexit white paper and the great repeal bill, they guaranteed the rights of the EU citizens to remain in the UK and finally, they were willing to invest £500 million into a bank to help the economy recover after Brexit.
‘As we face this critical election for our country, I’m launching my manifesto for Britain’s future. A manifesto to see us through Brexit and beyond. A plan for a stronger, fairer, more prosperous Britain’ (Conservatives, 2017).
Conservatives Manifesto – there main aim was to build a ‘strong economy built on public finances, low taxes, better regulation and free trade deals with markets around the world; the best possible deal for Britain as we leave the EU delivered by a smooth, orderly Brexit; more good school places, ending the ban on selective schools and asking universities and independent schools to run the state schools; sound public finances, fiscal credibility and a balanced budget by the middle of the next decade; and, the world’s most dynamic digital economy, giving digital businesses access to the invest, skills and talent they need to succeed’ (Conservatives, 2017).
Even though all these proposals seem amazing, but with further research into their manifesto, facts stated the following: they would make more elderly people pay for their own social care in homes and they would replace universal free hot lunches for children with cheaper breakfast to save money on the school budgets (Conservatives, 2017); there were pledges to increase NHS funding – but to make the money for this, they were willing to make money by charging migrant workers and international students more for healthcare, they also wanted to repeal the fox hunting ban. So much for treating everyone equal! One major good proposal within the manifesto, was to hire more than 10,000 mental health nurses, which is badly needed (Conservatives, 2017).
BBC (2018) article states that Brexit is happening, Britain will be leaving the European Union at 11pm on Friday 29th March 2019 – talks about leaving the EU has been on the table for the last four decades with it being talked about! There are also three divorce issues that need to be discussed (BBC, 2018) these are: ‘how much UK owes the EU, what happens to Northern Ireland’s border and what happens to UK citizens living elsewhere in the EU and EU citizens living within the UK. 
The British Nationality Law, is a law of the ‘United Kingdom which concerns citizenship and other categories of British nationality’ (Gov, 2017) – the law is very complex due to the United Kingdom’s historical status as an ‘imperial power’. In 1848, the first British Nationality Act was put into place known as the ‘Citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies (Gov, 2017); in 1981, the second law, which is currently in place, was made active for the British Nationality Act – this act was ‘established for the current systems of multiple categories of British nationality, for example, British citizens, British overseas Territories citizens, British overseas citizens, British nationals, British subjects and British protected people’ – ‘only British citizens and certain commonwealth citizens have the automatic right to abode in the UK’.
‘You can live and work in the UK free of any immigration controls if you’re a British citizen’ (Gov, 2017).
Individuals can also apply for British citizenship if you have lived within Britain for a number certain of years or if you have another form of British nationality (Gov, 2017) – ‘you may already be a British citizen based on where and when you were born, or of your parents’ circumstances as well’. 
Office of National Statistics (2018) states that 16,141,241 (48.1%) wanted to remain, where as 17,410,742 (51.9%) wanted to leave the EU – over one million more individuals wanted to leave the EU. This is happening now, so, Britain as a society need to get use to this fact – but is it for the better for Wales?!
Since Britain is leaving, there is a European Union role invoked by every country wishing to leave the EU within Article 50 (Dunt, 2016) – ‘unlike every other EU law that has ever been written, this law is very short’!
‘1, any member state may decide to withdraw from the union in accordance with its own constitutional requirements. 
2, a member state which decides to withdraw shall notify the European council of its intention.
3, the treaties shall cease to apply to the state in question from the date of entry into force of the withdrawal agreement.
4, the member of the European council or of the council representing the withdrawing member state shall not participate in the discussions of the European council or council or in decisions concerning it.
5, if a state which has withdrawn from the union asks to re-join, its request shall be subject to the procedure referred to in article 49’ (Dunt, 2016). 
 ‘By 2019, 1.5 million of the older generation in Britain, highest majority of the Brexiters that wanted to leave the EU, would have passed away!’ (BBC, 2017).
‘Did you know that 72% of 18-24-year olds voted to stay apart of the EU?! But, this should not come as a shock, for may under 30’s, worrying about employment has been a defining feature of our adult lives, having to come at age at the height of the finical crisis; leaving the EU would cause a serious economic shock’ (BBC, 2017)!
Dunt (2016) stated that this could cost Britain just over a million jobs and cost the country £100 billion, ‘so a whole generation could be left struggling to get a foothold on the career ladder’! BBC (2017) article also stated that many young individuals are more than likely to be working in low-paid employment and more than half of these individuals are ‘stuck working jobs well below their qualification level and they will struggle to secure full-time hours, which they need to pay rent and other basic living costs’. The younger generation living within Britain have now had their rights taken away from them (BBC, 2017); while being apart of the European Community the younger generation were more likely to ‘travel abroad and study; many of them have friends, who were born in other countries, so they are less inclined to be wary of other cultures, they are also more likely to date someone who was born outside of Britain’.
‘Supporters of Brexit often seem to be motivated by a fear of the unknown’ (BBC, 2017); ‘the older generation are more likely to mistrust migrants and feel nostalgic of their memories of the Britain they once knew who were not part of the EU’ (BBC, 2017). Although, there is many older people retired in many ‘community residing countries such as Spain’, ‘over 60’s is more than likely to see the free movement of people as a great threat and not as a great opportunity that it is’ (BBC, 2017).
‘For those who have already retired or are planning on doing so within the next few years, they have nothing to worry about with employment prospects, the economic facts of the matter can be treated as a secondary concern – young people do have a reputation of being reckless, but in the EU referendum it is the older generation who are playing fast and loose with the livelihoods of the younger generations future’ (BBC, 2017).
Within Britain, Wales gets the largest amount of funding from the EU - within Wales, 52.5% of voters voted to leave, while 47.5% voted to remain part of the EU (BBC, 2018); but looking at these statistics we returned the vote to leave! ‘Wales’ trade with EU member countries and investment from them is very significant but so too are funds from the EU itself (BBC, 2018).
Since 1999, Wales has been having structural funding from Brussels Wales was awarded ‘the highest levels of economic support, due to it consistently being one of the poorest parts of the EU’ (BBC, 2018) – even though the EU inviting new members from Eastern Europe.
Wales has received nearly £5 billion in structural funding and facts state that this is to continue until 2020 (BBC, 2018); ‘EU supporters suggest that Wales would suffer without it, but the opponents say the money is simply recycled’. Research states that when 2020 is to reach, it is very ‘unclear what will happen, but the money is allocated in a seven-year tranche and it may continue, but it unknown as of yet’ (BBC, 2018). The idea was put into place by the EU to make Wales’ economy stronger and much wealthier, so what is going to happen now?!
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‘This shows how Wales is divided into two areas which qualify for various levels of the European Union Structural Funding’ (BBC, 2018).


(Image 1, 2018).

This image is divided into two areas – the darkest colouring is West Wales and the Valleys, these areas has the highest level of structural funding in Wales, where the lighter area has much less structural funding from the EU (BBC, 2018); in 2000, structural funding was known as ‘Objective One’, not it is known as ‘Convergence Funding’.
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‘In the current round in 2020, it involves £1.89 billion – which are known as two pots – ESF and ERDF’ (BBC, 2018).


(Image 2, 2018).
ESF, known as European Social Fund was a programme that provided funding for deprived areas between 2008-2013 (Gov, 2018); ERDF, known as the European Regional Development Fund was another pot that was put into place when the ESF funding was withdrawn – Wales received money from both pots! This money has been used to ‘part-fund many initiatives across Wales – Jobs Growth Wales and it also funded the A465 Heads of the Valley’ (BBC, 2018).
‘With the UK voting to leave the EU, Wales will clearly no longer be eligible for these funds’ (BBC, 2018).
‘Pro Brexit Campaigners have been adamant that similarity significant regeneration funds would flow to Wales from the UK Treasury when the UK leave’, but would Westminster allow that money to pass over to Wales? (BBC, 2018) – ‘Wales also stands but as having as higher proportion of inward investment than the average across the UK’. 
There are currently ‘1,100 foreign owned firms that are working within Wales, they currently have 150,000 Welsh people employed – they came to Wales to still be within the European Market’ (BBC, 2018) – ‘this meant the could trade within a massive market place without trade barriers’. Now, with the UK leaving the EU everything will change, and we have a nation do not know ‘how that will impact existing foreign companies in Wales not those who we may have hoped to attract’ (BBC, 2018).
‘Tata, which of course owns Port Talbot, Llanwern, Shotton, Trostre and Orb Steel works, as well as Jaguar, Land Rover, to which many Welsh firm supply’s, says access to markets and a skilled workforce would remain an important consideration for its businesses in Britain (BBC, 2018).
‘If the surprise outcome of the recent UK referendum - on whether to leave or remain in the European Union - teaches us anything, it is that supposedly worthy displays of democracy in action can actually do more harm than good. Witness a nation now more divided; an intergenerational schism in the making; both a governing and opposition party torn to shreds from the inside; infinitely more complex issues raised than satisfactory solutions provided. It begs the question 'Was it really all worth it'? (BBC, 2017).

‘Many ‘Brexit’ supporters like to call upon the 1950's as Britain’s golden age; before we sacrificed our sovereignty for a closer union with Europe; Yet this is a myth. The UK, with the British Empire on the verge of collapse, was at the beginning of a rapid economical descent. Europe was not only our salvation, but UK GDP has remained stable ever since we finally won our membership. The EU is a necessary symptom of the globalised and free society we now demand – the mid-20th Century economic crisis was Britain’s wake-up call that we can’t compete on our own anymore, and that unions and alliances are the best way for us to remain strong and influential’ (BBC, 2015).
To conclude, this assessment has been focusing on what politics is over the years and how Marx and Engels theory has had an influence on politics over the last 2 centuries. 
It discussed about the 2017 General Election and how Theresa May brought it forward; did she do that in her favour? Thinking that the rest of Britain would follow her? Yes, the majority of Britain we too scared to vote elsewhere, due to the conservatives knowing what to do when Brexit comes into force next year. But it also backfired on her! She never expected a hung parliament, nor did she expect for Britain to follow Labour. But, did we have a nation vote for the better party and should they have had a chance at being in charge of the country while Brexit is happening?!
Conservatives and Labour’s manifesto were put into place for the public to decide which party they wanted in charge of the country, yes there were more than two political parties but while undertaking this assessment, the two opposing political parties wanted to be discussed more. While looking through the manifesto both political parties had very interesting deals, but why would the nation pick a party that wanted to help the right more than the poor? Labour’s manifesto offered more to the public than conservatives did, they wanted to treat everyone equally and they were willing to put money into Britain after the Brexit deal, which we will need after we leave the European Union – the economy will need it more than ever!
It discusses the issues leaving EU will have on Britain but more importantly what it has on Wales, it talks about how much money wales have had from the social fund pots, and what will happen to Wales’ future when we leave the EU. Majority of Britain think that Parliament will fund the amount of money that the EU have been pumping into Wales, yes Britain was giving money to the EU, But, not even close to the amount of money EU was giving Wales. Britain will be losing money and will definitely not be better off leaving the European Union. 
Statistics showed that the older generation of the nation voted to leave, facts showed that they have done this, and it will leave an everlasting impact on the younger generation. It will be leaving Britain and its younger generation with less jobs, less chance to travel the European Union, its taking every right they had away from them – they will be left with jobs below their pay grade and probably jobs that they are too qualified to be doing. The older generation have taken everything away from the younger generation and even more statistics proved that they will not be here to see the everlasting impact their actions have had on this vote!! Should Britain have put an age cap on the Brexit vote?! Yes, it does sound harsh, but, for the livelihood of the younger generation and the economy of Britain would that have been the best bet?? 
Looking back at this assessment and module, what would have actually been best for Britain and the nation that lives here?! Only time will tell of Britain has made the best discussion, but if it is not the best one what will happen!! We cannot go back unless we fight for it!! We have made a huge mistake, but its done now and we all have to live with it!! it may work out better for the long run but from facts and statistics it does not look likely!! What is the right answer in this discussion!! 
 ‘We need a revolution, not an election’ (ITV, 2017).
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Within  Wales, 52.5% of voters voted to leave, while 47.5% voted to remain part of the EU  (BBC, 2018).  
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