Autumn Holidays 
On a wet rainy day, waiting to go on holiday, this requires a lot of precision, work, and student life to organise. To ensure that everything is in place, for example, finding cover for you at work, have you got the laptop working properly. Have you done your assignments ready to turn in, have you packed everything you will need.  The day has finally arrived, panic mode setting in, did I do enough for my earlier essays, questions racing through my mind. 
Arriving at the airport, travellers checking in their luggage, watching, waiting for that gate to open, looking around at all the people, wondering where they are going, is it a working vacation or just for fun. People all around, noisy children, airport staff doing their duties, airplanes coming into land.  Getting on board the airplane can be a traumatic experience for some people, fear of aircrafts, heights also earlier tough times. Children misbehaving, stressed parents apologising to other passengers.  Four hours to go before landing at your destination, in this instance Lanzarote. Travelling to a new place or a familiar one, we are always learning, making new friends, understanding how other people feel about their vacations. 
Once you have arrived at your destination, there is excitement all around, seeing people, how they interact with family, friends, or colleagues. The weather is extremely hot and sticky. At the hotel no one is around, so quiet and peaceful, going for a walk to the shops for essentials, suddenly there are lots of people. Speaking in many different languages, Spanish, Chinese, English. People walking, talking to each other, some laughing, some in heated conservation.
 Watching the sea, waves curling over swimmers, the sandy beach hot to touch. Strolling along the main strip, [ known as such because it is a long continuous walk from one side to the other], the area is not very big in comparison to Arrecife. Independant shops selling their wares, restaurants filling up, their staff shouting orders, people on computers, is it work related? Or are they students doing assignments. As evening draws in, the area glows in light, sun setting, so beautiful. Tourists dressing up for the night, evening meal, drinks, waiting for service, I look around, listening to people surrounding the bars. Small children laughing, crying, or sleeping in a pushchair.
 There is much to see and do such as the Timanfaya Volcanoes, this is a volcanic landscape which was created over six years; the eruptions have been near continuous since 1730 and 1736 with a smaller one in 1824. Lanzarote's dry climate means that the volcanic landscape has barely changed. People go to see it regularly, on the tours that are available.[footnoteRef:7566]  This is the only National Park in the Spanish areas that is predominately of an interesting geological nature. The rugged terrain and the variety of colours makes it a very beautiful sight to see.  [7566:  Information taken from various web sites.] 

Another village to go to is La Geria, this small unique place is claimed to be a Protected area and well known for its wines and landscapes. La Geria is the leading wine- growing region in the region also named La Geria. This has been opened to the public as part of the Wine tasting experience whilst on the tours. 
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 El Golfo which is a little village that has a lovely little green lagoon also some say that the best fish restaurants are there. Arrecife is the Capital and has just opened a large indoor shopping mall, and the only tall tower, The Gran Hotel and Spa, which overlooks a beautiful sandy beach.
In Puerto Del Carmen, there is the Biosphere shopping centre, which has a selection of various shops, cafes, and an open-air activity centre. There you will find local people as well as tourists, wandering about, relaxing with friends, and families. A short walk from there you will find people on their way to work, home or on their way to The Old Town which has some of the more traditional Spanish restaurants. The Harbour is full of little boats, you can also get a ride on the taxi boat or to Porto Calero. Walking back to the apartment there are many smaller shops, such as, clothing, tourist shops, bars and restaurants. People having conversations, on their way to the beach, their apartments, there are many signs each inviting you to dine at their restaurants.  The opportunities for Snorkelling, Dolphin watching, Submarine Tours are all available for those who wish to take part, different languages are spoken, signs are out on display giving you Information about the activities. Relaxing for the day on the hot and sandy beaches, watching the sea, families having fun.   The Cactus Garden is an example of an architecture, mixed into the landscapes, surrounded by a display of flowering Cactus, and Cactus Trees, there are roughly 450 different species of Cacti. On a clear day you can see in the distance Fuerteventura, there are also buses which go through to other parts of the Island, Costa Teguise, Costa Blanca, and Arrecife, to name a few. There are very friendly local people who welcome tourists to the island, who are helpful.  
They will say with a smile Hola, and in broken English hold a conversation with you. The Hotel staff, a warm friendly hug and smiles when they see you, after all I have been visiting there for seven years now. People are leaving for home sad to be going and excited to return to their lives. Then come new arrivals, excitable children, the older generations looking forward to a week's holiday.  There is much to do, students looking for a good time, some in the bars, some in general terms just being away from home, travelling, seeing the Island, making new friends, contacts. [image: ]
There are many hotels and apartments which are available to rent. There are many opportunities for work even for the summer months, for example working in one of the bars, waitressing in the restaurants, working in the retail outlets.  A few Restaurants may close in the Autumn for staff holidays, a much-needed break after a hectic summer. 
On the short bus journey to Costa Teguise, where there is a Sunday market, you will find all kinds of stalls selling, clothes, craftworks, cakes, and burger vans. The are many people selling local items for example Aloe Vera products, fruit and vegetables and traditional arts and crafts. You can walk a short distance from the market, and this will lead you to local shops, traditional houses where people live, and historic buildings and churches.
In this part of the island, you can also visit Lanzarote's largest Aquapark, it has waterslides, hoops, and many more attractions. You can also take an Underwater Sea Trek Experience, in which you can walk on the sea floor amongst the marine life.  For the active person you can go on a guided Off-Road volcano buggy tour, which includes the wild north side of Lanzarote. Away from the busier resorts, you will ride through the quarries to the higher points of the island. 
Costa Blanca in Lanzarote, which means ‘white coast’, has a widely developed tourism industry; this is a popular destination for tourists from all over the world, it has also become an area for climbing because of its limestone crags. There are many tranquil caves for people to see. Walking along the promenade in Costa Blanca, where you find small restaurants, bars, and retail outlets. There are many more activities available from golf courses, museums, galleries and beaches, so depending on what you are looking for, there is something for everyone no matter what age group you are in. Another area which appeals to outdoor enthusiasts is Caleta De Famara, this is in the north of the island and the beaches are known to be a surfer's paradise, because of the wind and the waves in the sea. Being a much quieter part of the island, with the gentle wind, sandy beaches it is a really nice place to reflect and have a peaceful time alone. Caleta is the original fishing village and harbour, it has been here for a very long time and hasn't been over developed as has been seen in other areas of the island. There are the Risco cliffs to see, but in recent years there has been a certain amount of erosion, so it is more difficult to walk all the way around. Famara is not ideal for everyone, but it does have a certain charm all on its own.
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The holiday is ending almost time to return home; it has been an amazing time here. This beautiful island has captured my heart again, time to start organizing the suitcase, how much weight is there, putting items of clothing in, toiletries, presents for people back home. Checking that you have your passports, and the boarding passes. 
Enjoying that last evening meal at one of the many restaurants, people arriving looking for their apartments, or somewhere to have a drink. Different people, enjoying similar experiences, a couple that will be getting married on the beach with all their family and friends there. Many happy and sad memories flood my mind, as I write this essay.  The tree below is outside the apartment, I absolutely enjoyed waking up each morning to see this. Also listening to the wildlife chirping and singing to each other. While we humans can talk and communicate with others, so do they in their own language and actions.

[image: ][footnoteRef:9511] [9511:  Photos by Karen Pickford] 

The start of the return journey home, getting on the bus to the Airport, many people with their luggage and feeling sad. Once at the airport, time to check in suitcases and go to the security gates. Listening to familiar conversations and families having mild heated discussions. Airport staff speaking in various languages and guiding passengers to the relevant gates where our aeroplane home is waiting.
 Children wanting the toilets, parents frantically looking for them.  Once aboard the plane getting comfortable, looking for drinks, a book to read, or their tablet to plug into.  The return journey a little better, sleep taking over for a while, looking forward to getting home and real life to begin again. Passengers waiting patiently to retrieve their luggage, making their way to the exit doors. Breathing a sigh of relief when they finally reach them. Getting into our car for the long drive home, suitcases and bags loaded, feeling a little deflated but also exhilarated to be near to home. Once I arrive through the front door, well I'm back, unload the car, kettle put on for that much needed coffee.
We have now been home for a few days, another cold autumn day, I have returned to work, feeling happy that the customers are excited to have me back behind the counter again. Feeling that small welcome back emotion has made all the difference to me.   
There were conversations on how things have changed, how the weather has been, how work colleagues felt the stress of being one member down, some on sick leave, others on a day off. Christmas stock is now out on the shelves, some people are getting excited at the prospect, while others are not so happy about it. A time to be compassionate and thoughtful of how this time of the year will affect others in the community.  The rota has now been done, my hours for weeks ahead planned, normal life has now resumed, the holiday memory slowly dimming, the people who I had met along the way, are they safe and well, have they reached their destination. 
The nature of this essay is that creative writing can tell you the story, give you the facts, and with the aid of visual photos, to illustrate the areas of topics which have been discussed within.  I have had some scary moments whilst attempting to get things right, at the same time it has been an enjoyable experience.
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