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Video Review – How Does the Clip Lord Dacre’s Tomb Document Key Information About the Battle of Towton and Engage with the Viewer to Ensure that the Memory of the Battle is Maintained?
Introduction
The Battle of Towton took place in 1461, and was a key battle in the Wars of the Roses between houses Lancaster and York. To this day, the battle is often regarded as ‘the largest and bloodiest battle ever fought on English soil.’[footnoteRef:1] One such individual who fell during this battle was the Lancastrian Lord Dacre, who is reported to have been killed by an arrow during the battle, though the specifics of his death remain unconfirmed.[footnoteRef:2] What is known for certain, is that Lord Dacre was buried in the Saxton churchyard not far from the battlefield, alongside many others who fought on either side in the conflict. Over the years, the inscription on the tomb, and well as parts of the tomb itself, have deteriorated and worn away, leaving this important memorial- not only to Lord Dacre himself, but as a testament to the battle as a whole- to be in serious need of repair. It is especially crucial to ensure that this tomb is kept protected and preserved, since it is believed to be the sole remaining memorial to the battle.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Christopher Gravett, Graham Turner, Towton 1461:England’s Bloodiest Battle, (Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 2003) p.7.]  [2:   BBC: Inside Out, Tim Sutherland (Archaeologist), Lord Dacre’s Tomb, [Video] (2019) <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bF5cvuAosk> (Accessed 12/07/2024).]  [3:  T.M. Fallow, ‘The Dacre Tomb in Saxton Churchyard’, Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical Journal (London: BRADBURY, AGNEW, AND CO.) 303-308. p.303.] 

This review will focus on a video uploaded onto British Archaeologist Tim Sutherland’s YouTube Channel, who, along with his team from the University of York are attempting to restore the Tomb of Lord Dacre. Specifically, their goal is to translate the Latin inscribed on the Tomb, in an effort to ensure that this essential historic artefact is preserved with a definitive record of the original inscription.
Video Analysis
Firstly, when considering videos such as this, one must analyse the purpose of the video and who the target audience is. In this instance, the video is for the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) on their show Inside Out Yorkshire & Lincolnshire. Since this is a national television service, intended to be broadcast to the entirety of Britain, the content needs to be simple to understand for the general public, as to not overcomplicate matters for some viewers. Despite this, the purpose of the video is to inform the viewer and provide insight into the battle of Towton and explain the importance of Lord Dacre’s tomb. The clip does this successfully by opening with some clear background information on the battle itself. Accompanied by a visual image of a snow covered field, the first words spoken by the presenter are ‘In a chill winter 550 years ago, the Wars of the Roses tore through the Yorkshire countryside.’[footnoteRef:4] This sets the scene perfectly, in a simplistic way, it provides the background information needed to captivate a viewer. After a moment of showing more countryside images transitioning with some loud, drumming music, the presenter then provides some further information on the Battle of Towton itself; though, again this is not done in a confusing way, only providing simple facts of the battle such as the length of the battle, and the total number of casualties.[footnoteRef:5] From here, it shows some brief reenacted footage of the battle, such as men in armour fighting and a cannon firing, once more accompanied by the drumming music. This keeps the viewer engaged as the video is informative, simple, and sets the scene well. From here it provides more information on how Lord Dacre fell in the battle, and details the location of the tomb. Following this, there are close-up shots of the tomb, accompanied by mellow music which sets the tone of the subject, as the presenter explains how the tomb has become damaged over the many years; and how the last time the Latin inscribed on the tomb was likely translated was in the Victorian era. The presenter furthers this by saying that modern day archaeologists ‘have never attempted to record exactly what remains of the inscription, until now’.[footnoteRef:6] He introduces Tim Sutherland as the chief Archaeologist, and mentions the team are from the University of York; their purpose is to restore the tomb as much as possible. Since this is a University team, the information provided is likely reliable as these are individuals who specifically study archaeology. This is evident in the brief introduction with Sutherland, explaining the damage to the tomb in more detail, and the methods that will be used in an attempt to restore it. These include, taking hundreds of photographs of the tomb, and waiting until night time to begin the reconstruction as they will need to use a light to reflect shadows to identify the markings. Following this, there are multiple clips showing the tomb under the light, and showing how much clearer it is to identify the tomb at night, with the correct equipment, the video says they are able to identify ‘every mark’ on the tomb.[footnoteRef:7] This shows exactly how the method works to the viewer and how effective the method is, emphasising the professionalism of the team. The natural lighting used helps to show how effective this method is. In the final analysis, they conclude that whilst the tomb has weathered away to such an extent that they can only identify what is most likely said on the tomb, using the key words they can identify. However, the video does not confirm exactly what the inscription said, as at the time of recording, there was more work to be done. This means that some information included in the video may be outdated when the official translation is confirmed. [4:  BBC Inside Out, Lord Dacre’s Tomb.]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  Ibid.]  [7:  Ibid.] 

Conclusion
Ultimately, this video successfully uses methods to engage with the viewer, it is not overly complex for the target audience and there is good background information provided. Tim Sutherland, his team, and all involved in the video are knowledgeable professionals who set out to document the restoration process of a key piece of history in a particularly bloody battle. Though Sutherland and his team have not set out to recover more aspects of the battle alongside this tomb in this instance, the restoration of the remaining memorial maintains that this core piece of history remains in place. Not only does this mean that Lord Dacre’s tomb is kept preserved, but additionally the memory of the battle as a whole can continue to live on so long as this key relic is protected and maintained. This video also means that more people will see and understand the importance of preserving history, and the Battle of Towton itself. Sometimes, archaeology is not only about finding new additions to history, but instead restoring the artefacts that are already available, as to ensure that the knowledge of such events lives on. 
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