Part 1 - 
[bookmark: _Int_19RvT6CZ][bookmark: _Int_2B2j56BL][bookmark: _Int_wt09rMW3]In Iceland and other countries, they think it is important that children play outdoors to encourage exercise and educate a healthy lifestyle into their lives. People wrote about government papers which state that outdoor play is vitally important for children's future health and wellbeing. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a big focus on outdoor learning environments as a place for making children think positive about the natural world, as a place where you can exercise and maintain a healthy living, that is what Nordahl and Johannesson (2013) wrote in their journal. 
[bookmark: _Int_ELTk7idm]Emphasising outdoor play has been happening for a long time in Iceland for children aged one to six. They play outside every day in schools for children aged six to sixteen where they only get to play outside with their friends when it is playtime. We do not have too much information about what teachers do outside to help learn, but it depends on each teachers teaching style and individual schools, but there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using outdoor play more than they used to the past. In Reykjavik, the capital, 70% of schools say that they do outside education on a regular basis (Oladottir, 2008).
Nordahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Part 2a - 
[bookmark: _Int_4nPNcpCm][bookmark: _Int_9kiHpcEL][bookmark: _Int_qmTHz89T]The following information will be referenced to Forest Schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network that says, “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult's regular opportunities to achieve, develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a natural woodland environment.” Murray and O’Brien (2006). People are worried that young children in schools do not get to go to woodlands and green places like their parents did because they are worried that something will happen to them and children can do a lot more indoor activities, that is what O’Brien and Murray stated. There is also research that shows us that if children do not go when they are younger, then they will not want to go as they grow older. Young children will miss out on the physical, intellectual, language, emotional and social benefits of accessing nature. Ward Thompson, Aspinall, Bell and others (2004). Learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to do Forest School in their own schools to promote an alternative way of learning in a natural outdoor environment, especially in the Foundation Phase.
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1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic
writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that
students avoid this?
You can be accused of plagiarism. It is important for students to avoid plagiarism because it is a form of theft by taking someone else’s words and using it as your own. Plagiarism can affect your academic career. It can cause consequences such as a low grade, automatically failing a course, etc. 

2. [bookmark: _Int_5h3of7PU] You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True
or False? Explain your answer.
This statement is false. You must reference everything you see and take from a website, book, journal and even images. 

3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic
assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you
believe this statement is true or false.
This statement is false because Wikipedia can be edited by anyone at any time. Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information. You should only use websites that end in .com, .org, gov. This is because these websites are usually the most credible sources as .org means it is from an organisation, .com 

4. [bookmark: _Int_CsEyGAZl]Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide
which explains how to present a very long quotation.
[bookmark: _Int_yNlm2rOe]For a very long quotation, you must identify the quotation you think relates to what you are writing about. If the quotation is longer than 2 lines, the quote must sit beneath the text with the reference before it. The reference before it must include; the author’s last name, year it was published in brackets and then states what the quote is. For the quotation, there is no need for speech marks. Write out the indentation. After you have finished your quote, to finish it off you need to open the brackets and write in the author’s last name with a commar and then the year it was published then another commar and the page number. 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic
assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic
Study.
Define your topic first. Make sure you understand the topic. Gather some background information on the topic which will make it easier to write about. Find different ways that are useful and related to your topic such as books, journal articles and find information on websites (credible sources). Evaluate all the sources and make sure they all are relatable and reliable/credible. Once you have gathered all the information you need, you can then start writing up your assignment.
[bookmark: _Int_cq260NWX]To begin to conduct research for an academic assignment, you can use e-books and e-journals provided in the library and on the library websites. Five sources you can use that would be acceptable for academic study would be; e-books, e-journals, credible websites, news/magazines, and Government documents.

Part 3 – Critical Response
[bookmark: _Int_1bJjOXsS][bookmark: _Int_B2f6rNbY][bookmark: _Int_j5Tlelxl]Are schools set to fail? A question that the author Emma Smith has debated in her article ‘Schooled to Fail.’ Emma Smith looked into past evidence from commentators in the 1980s which reflected Wales to be poor on academic performances (Reynolds and Murgatroyd, 1981). Emma also looked into how schools in Wales have improved in their end of compulsory education results. The article sets out to compare the statistics between England and Wales schools, however, they are being taught different curriculums which could give results a misleading outcome. However, some commentators (assumption, not proven) claimed that British schools are gaining unsatisfactory levels with a ‘yawning gap’ (Phillips, 1996: 3) in maths performances between European countries and Wales, they have explained a system where undergraduates are unprepared for their courses. 
[bookmark: _Int_BAzyx5E2][bookmark: _Int_YtbAcO5j]The main purpose of this article is to show whether schools in Wales compare well to other schools in England. Emma Smith gets evidence from several different sources which shows different perspectives as it is not as straight forward to say that Wales is or is not comparing well to English schools. The article is also about the performance of students in Wales by doing national tests at the end of compulsory schooling, this will focus on the performances of boys and girls.
[bookmark: _Int_Q2Zl5VB4]Schools were trying to work out and understand why boys were more unachievable than girls. They run tests at the end of a compulsory school year for all students to see if there are changes throughout the school year to see if there are improvements for boys and girls. Examination results suggest girls are outperforming boys in their education. Gorard (2001) stated “disputes the fact that boys have ever attained higher grades than girls in compulsory education at any time over the past twenty-five years.” The reasons given for boys failing in education are lack of interaction with the teachers, curriculum and the assessments, pupils in the classroom and the masculinity in modern day society. 
Examples of how boys and girls compare during 1970 and 1999 are as follows:
English, girls were consistently higher than the boys (Table 7.14).
Maths, 1970 –1975 boys were consistently higher than the girls, 1976 – 1983 Plus 1986 NA, 1985, 1987 – 1994 boys consistently higher than the girls, 1995 –1999 girls higher than the boys (7.15).
Welsh, (Excluding 1983, 1985, 1986 NA) girls consistently higher than the boys (Table 7.16).
Wales seem to be generally portrayed as lower achievers against English Schools, but when you consider the population differences between the two countries (Wales 3 million and England 50 million) (Table 7.5) that can't be fair in comparison. When England's regions were broken down, The Northeast seem to be very similar in population size, and when comparing to the GCSE achievements (Table 7.6) Wales students seem to get slightly better results.
One teacher’s Union says our students are the most tested in the world plus teachers have an increased workload which will result in unfair examination practices (NUT, 2003). Within the examinations, there has been a lot of criticism over poor examination performances within the home counties and have found evidence of schools presenting a ‘two track’ education. 
[bookmark: _Int_Z5lgWqgM][bookmark: _Int_9fJ7NeLO][bookmark: _Int_lJskqLGB]My opinion is that each piece of evidence, unless properly documented from a reliable source, can be manipulated to back up and try to persuade the reader into agreeing with the writer's views. It seems that there is a writer explaining why Wales is underachieving, there is another writer able to counteract with a reason why Wales is not underachieving. I believe the article could have been written a lot more clearly to simplify and help engage the reader to absorb and understand more quickly in order to make it more interesting. I find this article very contradictory and hard to understand what she is trying to get across to us readers. Emma Smith’s paragraphs were quite long in my point of view and felt repetitive. Emma did not use links between paragraphs to help keep us on track with what she was writing. I feel I would have taken in more information if it was spaced out. However, Emma did have great use of graphs, they were very factual which helped her back up her main point. It was very easy to understand visually and how it linked back to what she was saying. Emma Smith’s article does not prove or disprove whether schools in Wales are unachievable and ‘Schooled to Fail’, however, there are some proven facts within the article which show Welsh schools are on the right track to achieving higher and better results. Overall, I do not think this is an academic article as the comparisons are too vast to be fair and accurate, it would need to be broken down more to get a fairer and more true comparison. 
