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[bookmark: _Toc112247642]1.0 Introduction
A virtual learning environment or VLE can be defined as a web-based platform that helps modern-day education which is technology-driven and its digital components within the educational organisations. VLE Provides evaluation and resources a teacher or a student can use for course structure, and it also tracks the preparation and participation. It is a teaching-learning tool which has to enhance the learning experience of the students by including various devices such as computers, tablets, and proper internet connectivity. The entrepreneur duo and Laskin launched Jones International University in 1996 which was a web-based university and considered the pioneer of VLE. The term VLE was used in 2004 at the Ceties conference and in this conference, it was acknowledged that a learner must create his or her own learning environment and control it appropriately. People from all age groups in different disciplines use virtual learning environments but mostly in the higher education system, it has been used significantly. The researcher wants to understand the advantages and disadvantages of VLE and how it helps a teacher to create an inclusive and active learning environment with better student engagement. 
[bookmark: _Toc112247643]2.0 Background
[bookmark: _Toc112247644]Literature review
There are various advantages of the implementation of a virtual learning environment within education organisations. It is increasingly becoming significant and is considered one of the best teaching-learning tools in the modern-day education system. In the active learning atmosphere, virtual learning encourages the learners to improve their memory by engaging themselves in a better way according to Pike and Rainford (2021). The teachers can also use a virtual learning environment to share their knowledge and make a well-structured and scientific curriculum. Traditional learning helps to build foundational knowledge but on the other hand, virtual learning helps a student to learn more effectively and the challenging situation within the classroom. Not only in the United Kingdom but also all over the world, the virtual learning environment is becoming more common in different disciplines due to the advancement of Technology and better internet connectivity (Ryan and Poole, 2019). 
Gunasinghe et al., (2019) opined that a virtual learning environment provides an opportunity to get feedback from the teachers and the students. It also creates adequate learning resources that help a student acquire a better knowledge of a specific subject. Aside from that, a teacher can keep track of the submission of the assignment and monitor the examination and test to provide appropriate feedback to the students. It also creates easy-to-follow assessments for both teachers and students and in this way, they can benefit (Hamill, 2020). On the other hand, there are various drawbacks of a virtual learning environment such as students can feel lonely and there are limited opportunities to collaborate with other students and teachers. The lack of support from the teachers as well as for internet connectivity can bring massive challenges for them also. Virtual reality technology, simulation etc. are needed in a virtual learning environment. Blackboard, e-college and Moodle systems are being used normally to create virtual learning environments. There are some risks associated with virtual learning environments such as their lack human to human contact limits the opportunity to connect with other people and create an active environment of discussion and brainstorming. In the United Kingdom OFSTED is associated with the virtual learning environment and helps the providers. 
[bookmark: _Toc112247645]3.0 Aims and objectives
The aims of the research are
· To understand the importance of the virtual learning environment in the United Kingdom and its education industry.
· To understand the impact of a virtual learning environment
· To comprehend the notion of VLE in the UK education system
The objectives of the research are
· To evaluate the primary and secondary data of this research
· To use both qualitative and quantitative Data Collection methods to understand the research process.
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In order to conduct a thorough analysis of the virtual learning environment of the UK higher education system, the research adopted a secondary data collection approach primarily. The benefits of the virtual learning environment and how the student can overcome various challenges to achieve the learning outcome were aided by the secondary data gathering technique. Throughout the research, the researcher's main aim was to understand the benefits and drawbacks of the virtual learning environment and its facilities to gather information on a specific topic. The researcher gathered secondary data from different sources such as textbooks, authentic journals and articles derived from Google scholar and other authentic websites which can be considered as the advantage of a virtual learning environment (Kalu et al., 2019). 
In this way, the secondary data collection method remained scientific, time-saving as well as within budget. Additionally, the researcher also uses the university Moodle to gain access to appropriate information about VLE in the British education system. The researcher also employed the primary data collection method in which 10 respondents were chosen from different universities in the UK randomly (Siddiqui, 2019). Among the 10 participants, 4 were lecturers, 4 were students and 2 were non-teaching employees. The 10 questions help the researcher to understand the impact of the virtual learning Environment on the UK education system and its potential benefit. The researchers gathered empirical data using the quantitative approach for primary data collection and to better understand the opinions of the participants the secondary data was analysed thoroughly along with the primary data. 
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Figure 1: Responses of 1st Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 2: Responses to 2nd Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 3: Responses to 3rd Question
(Source: Self-created)
[image: ]
Figure 4: Responses to the 4th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 5: Responses to the 5th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 6: Responses to the 6th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 7: Responses to 7th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 8: Responses to 8th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 9: Responses to 9th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 10: Responses to 10th Question
(Source: Self-created)
All the participants in this connected to different universities in the United Kingdom. 6 participants were teachers, 4 participants were students, and two participants were non-teaching staff who provide IT support to the university. In response to the first question all the IT employees, three teachers and Three Students great that VLE is helpful in a classroom and most of them also agreed that it helps in better student engagement in response to the second question. 60% of the participants agreed that they possess adequate knowledge to use VLE. The IT support staff as well as all the students agreed that They have adequate knowledge about using VLE but the older generation teachers find it difficult to possess proper knowledge of VLE and its functionalities (Kuzilek et al., 2019). Some of the features that the traditional way of education is better than VLE education but the respondent believe that VLE Technology has a positive impact on the overall education system in the United Kingdom. All the students and 3 teachers also agreed that VLE helps to build student-teacher relationships and also create a safe and inclusive environment in the classroom. 
In response to the 7th question, 9 respondents agreed that improper internet can cause various challenges for the students and the teachers such as untimely submission of assignments and not understanding the learning outcomes of a specific subject. In response to the eighth question, 80% of respondents agreed that during the covid-19 pandemic most educational organisations in the UK increased the use of disruptive technology and VLE. The approach towards modern education has been changed due to the implementation of VLE in different sectors in the education system. 70% of participants agreed that VLE health is transforming the approach of modern-day education (Abuhlfaia and de Quincey, 2019). In response to the tenth question, 80% of participants including 2 non-teaching staff, 3 Students and 3 teachers agreed that their universities will continue to use VLE technology in the education system.
[bookmark: _Toc112247648]6.0 Discussion
Following the covid-19 pandemic, it has been witnessed by the researcher that the majority of educational institutions have chosen digital technology including VLE learning techniques. It is understandable that VLE provides an affordable, practical and easy-to-use method and help that is student engagement in the active learning scenario. The United Kingdom promotes safe and inclusive education and using VLE technology the teachers can create an adequate curriculum according to the needs of the individual students. Apart from it, teachers can also evaluate their performance and provide constructive feedback which can help the student to learn in a better way. There are various advantages and disadvantages of a virtual learning environment (Hatahet et al., 2021). One of the foremost advantages is that it is flexible and helps the teacher in creating an inclusive environment. The drawbacks on the other hand create various challenges such as lack of human touch can create boredom and loneliness which can lead to depression. It can create other health issues such as problems in the eyes and back as well as improper time management. With the help of a traditional learning environment, a teacher can create discipline which lacks in the VLE system. However, the impact of the virtual learning environment in the modern-day education system cannot be denied and, in the future, the universities will invest more in implementing digital technology including VLE.










[bookmark: _Toc112247649]7.0 Conclusion
Primary and secondary research has been conducted by the researcher to understand the objectives of the study. The researcher concluded that the higher education organisations in the United Kingdom are using the virtual learning environment positively as it helps to create a safe and inclusive atmosphere within the classroom. In the wake of the covid-19 pandemic, the use of technology has increased, and modern-day education relies on technology and the VLE system. Although there are various disadvantages, VLE helps to acquire resources quickly and helps the students to make adequate decisions by solving problems. From this research, it can be concluded that investing in VLE and other technology is necessary for the betterment of future education. 
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1. Do you think VLE is helpful within a classroom?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	8 (80%)
	1 (10%)
	1 (10%)



2. Do you agree the VLE helps in better student engagement?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	7 (70%)
	2 (20%)
	1 (10%)



3. Do you possess adequate knowledge to use VLE?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	6 (60%)
	1 (10%)
	3 (30%)



4. Do you think VLE has a strong positive impact on the education system in the United Kingdom?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	6 (60%)
	3 (30%)
	1 (10%)



5. Do you think VLE helps to build a better teacher-student relationship?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	7 (70%)
	1 (10%)
	2 (20%)



6. Do you agree that VLE helps to create an inclusive and safe classroom environment?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	7 (70%)
	1 (10%)
	2 (20%)



7. Do you agree that an improper internet connection can disrupt education?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	9 (90%)
	1 (10%)
	0 (0%)



8. Do you believe the covid-19 pandemic has initiated technology usage within the education system?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	8 (80%)
	1 (10%)
	1 (10%)



9. Do you think VLE is able to transform the overall approach of modern education?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	7 (70%)
	2(20%)
	1 (10%)



10. Would you like your educational organisation to continue using VLE in the future?

	Total respondents 
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	8 (80%)
	1 (10%)
	1 (10%)
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