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In this essay, we will be examining arguments regarding whether AI-assisted writing tools are enhancing or limiting students’ creativity and independence in academic writing. The use of AI-assisted writing tools has significantly grown over the last few years in education. Many students all over the world use AI tools regularly in their academic careers. This essay will explore both the advantages and disadvantages of using AI tools in an academic setting, examining their impact on the creativity, quality, and originality on students’ academic writing. This essay will include some references in support of these arguments and will conclude that AI tools have unintended consequences and are hindering academic writing by stifling creativity and reducing the personal engagement of students in their work. 
To thoroughly examine and assess whether AI-tools hinder or enhance academic writing by students, we first need to know what AI means. AI, otherwise known as Artificial Intelligence, is the simulation or imitation of human behaviour through computer algorithm systems, (Oxford English Dictionary, 2023). According to Floridi (2023), artificial intelligence could produce groundbreaking breakthroughs and results if it is safe. Students who use AI tools such as ChatGPT, Grammarly and Quill Bot to only assist them in giving them an idea on; how to start their academic work, giving them a brief outline on how to layout their work subject without misusing it and if they only use them for inspiration then that would not be problem as it provides them with suggestions on how to tackle their work. For example; a student may use Grammarly to simplify a piece of text to better understand the content and to then paraphrase it in their own words. But if the student misuse them by copying and pasting from those AI tools and branding those works as theirs, then there is a problem because it hinders their productivity and critical thinking due to them not wanting to utilise their thinking skills. It obstructs the personal development of writing skills and originality. 
On the other hand, many academics argue that AI tools such as ChatGPT, Quill Bot and Grammarly stifle creativity and originality as students use these AI tools to get a quick good grade and qualification without putting in the effort to understand and complete the work. Students use the AI tools to cheat and plagiarise. In writing essays, reports, and to finish homework for them, with language they would struggle to use and understand without using AI tools. They encourage academic dishonesty and laziness. A student-run newspaper from Stanford University in 2023, found that 17% of students admitted they used ChatGPT on exams or assignments. When students rely on and misuse these AI tools it can and will cause students’ key skills to diminish. Skills such as critical thinking, developing a point of view, structuring and putting together arguments become difficult. This supports the argument that AI hinders students’ creativity and productivity.
An expert in science education at the university of Georgia, Xiaoming Zhai conducted a study testing ChatGPT, to find out if it can manage to write a piece of an academic writing. He found that it could generate an excellent piece of writing without needing full knowledge from the author. This study highlights how AI tools hinder student’ originality, and creativity in academic writing. ChatGPT only needs limited knowledge to produce an efficient piece of academic writing. AI tools cannot substitute creativity and critical thinking skills. They diminish student’ academic and personal growth. The use of AI offers students with an easy path to a good grade and discourages them from developing their own ideas, research, and independent thinking.
Although AI-writing tools can reduce the time spent on academic work, it can be inaccurate, biased, and inappropriate for students. AI-writing tools can produce believable and nonsensical content that students may not understand or realise the information is false, (Gov.uk).
In conclusion, there is much debate on whether AI-assisted writing tools such as ChatGPT, Quill Bot and Grammarly enhance or hinder student’ academic writing and learning in higher education. However, one thing is clear. AI-assisted writing diminishes independent and critical thinking. It stunts creativity and productivity. It became an effortless way for students to get away from using independent thinking and encourages academic dishonesty and misconduct. 
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