What role did Ares play in archaic Greek literature and religion? 

Introduction:
This research project will attempt to examine the Greek God Ares. In doing so, we shall look at two strands or aspects of him, namely the literary tradition and Ares’ role in religion: this latter aspect will also be dependent mainly on literary sources as other non-literary evidence/additional archaeological evidence is scarce. Nevertheless, we shall attempt to look at what exists here.
Section 1
Point A: Ares has a complicated reception amongst the ancient Greeks. They both celebrated him as an instigator of the transition to manhood and a bringer of triumph, but they also hated him for bringing bloodshed purely to satisfy himself. The earliest reference to Ares is in Hesiod’s Theogony, C8th BC, focusing on first, his birth, and then his affair with Aphrodite, which shows from the earliest stages that Ares was as passionate a lover as he was a fighter. In The Iliad he fights alongside the Trojans against the Greeks- breaking a promise he made: he is therefore untrustworthy. In The Oresteia, he killed the man who attempted to rape his daughter. Here he has the moral high ground, and is acquitted. 

Evidence: Ares in the Homeric Hymns- comparison to Ares in Hesiod, Shield of Heracles.
Modern references: The Gods of Greece, Arianna Stassinopoulos and Roloff Berry.

Point B: Ares embodied the traits of war that the Greeks did not like (if a Greek story was told about wartime atrocities, such stories were bound to be associated with Ares)
Evidence: Ares in The Iliad and The Shield of Heracles, where he attacks Heracles after his son Cycnus is killed by the hero. While Cycnus is treated as noble and heroic, Ares’ description consists entirely of unpleasant terms which paint him as a ferocious adversary. 
Modern references: Burkert, Walter, Greek Religion. P. 169-170
Prieto, M.L., Ares en Homero: Función del dios de la Guerra en la Ilíada y la Odisea, The Classical Review. 
Here and elsewhere, (See Section 3) we shall look at Ares’ portrayal, representation and depiction in artwork, on coins and pottery. Such art work – if it exists will fill out – give more detail on our basic thesis that for most Greeks in the city states Ares was a god associated with savage war.

Section 2
A lot of stories about Ares focus on him being humiliated or defeated in some way (see again the negative connotations related to Ares).
Evidence: See Iliad where he and Athena have a sibling rivalry whereby she is always triumphant. Also see the Odyssey where Ares is caught being intimate with Hephaestus’ wife.
Modern references: See Ares, Aphrodite and the Laughter of the Gods, Christopher G. Brown, Phoenix, Vol. 43.

Section 3
Ares’ more positive attributes were what people prayed to him for (here we shall look at Ares in religion).
Evidence: Homeric Hymns: The writer calls on Ares to help prevent him acting on violent impulses. We shall note that there is not much way of actual archaeological evidence pertaining to Ares, though we shall also note: the Enyalia, a Spartan festival whereby dogs were sacrificed in a rite of passage/coming of age for young boys joining the military. (Most scholars consider Enyalius a by-name for Ares). Pausanias, book 3, chapter 14. This highlights the fact that the Spartans considered Ares an embodiment of manly prowess.
Modern references: see Double-dealing Ares in the Oresteia, W.E. Higgins, Classical Philology, vol. 73. 


Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ares’ portrayal in archaic Greek literature and religion partially sums up Greek attitudes and ambivalence towards war. Nevertheless, we should also note Athena in this context; whenever Athena is connected to war, her larger concern is to defend human lifeHomeric Hymn 11. In addition, when Athena and Ares fight in book 21 of the Iliad, she subdues him and tells him, “You poor fool, you cannot have thought at all how much greater strength I can claim than you.” This sentence shows that Athena is more well-liked than Ares because her wisdom gives her the ability to triumph over Ares’ unthinking brute strength, highlighting the Greek preference for strategic warfare over undisciplined savagery.
EVIDENCE 
Modern scholarship will be used here- to help analyse and evaluate ancient scholarship- including Burkert.
Questions to be further explored… why do I conclude that Ares’ portrayal in archaic Greek literature and religion partially sums up Greek attitudes and ambivalence towards war… 
because while people feared the savagery and atrocities connected to Ares’ domain, they prided themselves on being able to channel the spirit of Ares into positive qualities. In addition, women respected him just as much as men: there were feasts held in Ares’ honour by Tegean women who overcame the Spartans, under the title of Ares Gynaikothoinas, “Celebrated in women’s feasts”( Jost, Madeleine, The Religious System in Arcadia, 2007.) In short, Ares, while a brutish and abrasive fighter, nonetheless had plenty of personable qualities that endeared him to the Greek people, and the role he played in archaic literature and religion enabled them to devote themselves passionately into fulfilling the most challenging feats. (The Gods of Greece, p. 170-173)

Abstract
In this project I shall be researching the Greek god Ares. I will be arguing that Ares embodied Greek opinions about war-namely they feared the horrors that came with it but were themselves willing to wage war to prove their strength and manhood. Ares was feared because he fought and killed indiscriminately, but Greek soldiers prayed to him prior to battles because he was regarded as a god of manhood and courage. To support this statement, I will research the accounts of Ares detailing the carefree brutality for which both gods and men hated him, such as switching sides in the Iliad treacherously, and attacking Heracles even when Athena warned him about it. I will additionally be exploring Ares’ positive attributes, such as the romance between him and Aphrodite and the defence of his daughter Alcippe from rape that led to the founding of the Areopagus. Finally, I will be exploring the cults and rites dedicated to Ares, such as the Enyalia, the Spartan festival that called upon Ares to enable the transition of boys to men, and the feasts held by women in honour of Ares upon defeating the Spartans. To conclude, I will state why Ares had such an ambivalent reputation among the Greek cities, and what- with the help of ancient and modern minds- he embodies about the human mind.  
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