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Al- Muhaddithat: the women scholars in Islam. The book is written by Akram Nadwi, who is a Sunni scholar and the speciality he possesses is the science of hadith.
The title implies the scholarly contribution of women in Islam and empowerment. The books consist of Nadwi’s personal perspectives of women’s involvement according to predominantly the historical Sunni sources sunnah and hadith which are the main foundations used in this book. Nadwi’s views are primarily more orthodox and he abides by the traditional versions of the holy scripts. The books main emphasis is on the text being theologically and historically presented on Nadawi’s own views. In comparison to Fatima Mernissi who made use of the sources the hadith, sunnah and using critical methods to emphasise the injustice to women and how inaccurate the presentation is particularly in the Veil and the Male Elite book. 
The beginning has a large portion focusing on hijab, the meaning in the Quran, the different definitions. Here Nadwi explains hijab and is leaning towards the traditional definition of women and the necessity of the of protection and implying enclosing
The texts dissect various subjects within the book in reference to women’s performances including women’s role in teaching and studying Islamic education.  Fatwas (a ruling on a point of Islamic law given by a recognised authority). Narration of hadith, covering both inability and ability to offering testimony, women’s role according to Fiqh (jurisprudence). 

The offering here is the wealth of knowledge that is displayed within a collection of hadiths recited by women or in reference to women. Several times it deliberates variations of judgements which demonstrates the diversity that is within Islam.  Male scholars have examined, and scripted majority of the sources used. Nadwi’s explained this is because of the shortage of work from women. The reason he explains is due to the notion of hijab or seclusion of women which in retrospect resulted in women’s achievements not being demonstrated in society. Nadwi stated he had found approximately eight thousand female scholars to the New York Times for example the prophets’ wives and other teachers of Islamic sciences which went back to the initial period of Islam. 
In conclusion Nadwi agrees with the importance of women’s role in educational knowledge and specifies that this fact should be accepted and identified, however there is no advancement or advice on how to remedy this injustice or how the present official condition could be rectified. 

The book does discuss women and at times steers towards suggesting empowerment however does a quick return towards traditional perspectives so contrary to the title the book is still firmly grounded in traditional views. Nadwi does investigate women’s oppression being dependent upon male dominated constructions set up and not actually by Islam itself. However, I see this as self-contradictory as on one hand Nadwi presents the historical verification in the writing with the ad this is not inter linking with the aim of the introduction in the book.
Nadwi suggests in the preface that Islam does not oppress women, the opposite is in place, the West restrict women and oppress them. He supports feminism in overall but emphasise that the view that if men can do this why women can’t should not be a relevant question rather women have their priority duties of home maker and additional to that should be the always considered the scholarly input but not neglecting the main essential duties of a woman.

Nadwi’s demonstrates his compatibility with the concept of female scholars in the positions of wives and mothers but also simultaneously highlights the advantages of the hijab. The tone of this book is somewhat inconsistent. 
A common factor that presents itself repetitively is Nadwi’s hesitation in fully establishing the fact that women have been oppressed and resenting evidence fully from the Quran to support this. Instead Nadawi constantly points out to be careful not to misuse his book by placing a gender specific structure to it, as if he doesn’t want to take responsibility for women should they bring his book in evidence to prove a point in equality of genders. Nonetheless he appears to expand the indication of investigation of both genders from a feminist outlook.   He explains these views have no foundation according to the sunnah. Fascinating as this is it, this is not transparently clear as the whole book and its content of female scholars and its title is engrossed in the aspect of the writer’s contribution in this book to female scholars this determines core work being gender specific. Equally the authors intention to emphasise women’s involvement in being scholars of Islam itself high lights the topic of gender evaluation. The vast data that is historically documented is an excellent starting point if further investigation is required to present an argument in favour of women’s participation in Islam. Various investigations could be conducted for instance on feminism, women’s rights, education, women studies and gender studies.
Giving fatwas (page 281) Nadwi here mentions that the criteria for giving a ruling is to have the specific knowledge required and it is irrelevant of the gender. Nadwi elaborates by stating that the Aishah used to give fatwas within the period of Umar and Uthman’s ruling and Aishah was respected as a great jurist.
Another factor that is prevalent is the constant use of hadiths to demonstrates different point throughout the book, however there is little reference to the Quran and that is a major contribution to the belittling of women’s input in Islam. 

There is more dependence on the Hadith that are interpreted by different schoars of different schools of thought and that causes more confusion.

Nadwi doesn’t mention Surah 4 An- Nisa in the Quran which stipulates clearly women’s rights and position in society. 

However as Nadawi is an expert in Islamic Hadith this would be more challenging for him. 

However, his work of getting together all the Hadith collected by women and having less flaws in the authenticity of the hadiths is an excellent effort.  

Nadwi has mentioned the “Westernised approaches” in a negative cautionary manner when in fact for future research these very approaches may deepen the concept of the role of females in Islam to a whole new level. 

The traditional viewpoints and unaccountable books being printed focusing on not recognising the essential role that women have played in Islam in history, for example the prophets wives Khadija and Aishah to name a few. These views are detrimental to women not being acknowledged in the Islamic world for their rich effort to give something whether it be Fatima Mernissi, or  Amana Wadud, these women have struggles to represent their viewpoint as being acceptable in Islam. However, the dominance of the patriarchal society in Islam is a hindrance to growth of women.

Nadwi’s book’s title implies that the book is about women, empowerment and being acknowledged of their struggles and hard work they have had to put in to get to a position where today they can be seen as great providers of Islam. However, the book has a different agenda I see as partially appreciating women of great stature as Aishah but then also stating hesitation referring to feminism and still standing by the orthodox opinion regarding women equality. An interesting book generally but not a fully committed effort from the author regarding women’s appreciation.  
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