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Read the following scenario and decide in pairs, what driving offence is made out.
1. The driver of a silver Mercedes SL350 had finished work on a Friday evening at around 5.30 p.m. He arranged to meet his partner for a drink as they had been having a few problems with their relationship. The driver met his partner at the Fleece and Firkin public house at around 6.00 p.m. He and his partner had several heated exchanges over the course of the two hours they were in the public house. During this time, the driver consumed 7 shots of cherry brandy and despite repeated pleas from his partner not to drive, he got into his Mercedes and proceeded to drive the rest of the journey home, a distance of around 3 miles. His route home took him through a retail park, industrial estate and a built up residential area, the speed limit of which was 30 mph. Whilst approaching a junction controlled by traffic lights within the 30 mph limit, the driver lost control of his vehicle causing the vehicle to flip over and collide with a female pedestrian who was waiting to cross the road. The driver managed to crawl out of his vehicle by which time the emergency services were on scene.  The police were able to ascertain that the Mercedes was travelling at 64 mph at the time of this collision. The female pedestrian sustained severe head, spinal and leg injuries and was in a coma for a month. She continues to suffer psychological side effects such as flashbacks. The male driver was arrested and charged. 
What offence is made out and why?
ANSWER: This is an offence of causing serious injury by dangerous driving under Section 1A Road Traffic Act 1988. The driver had consumed alcohol and was over the prescribed limit at the time of the collision. In addition, the driver was travelling at more than twice the legal speed limit at the time. The female victim’s injuries were multiple and severe.



2. At 15:30 hours on 24th January 2019, the school crossing patrol outside Southlands School, Station Road was operating. A black Ford Fiesta motor vehicle, index LV08 EKM drove along Station Road from the direction of Church Road. The school crossing patrol witness estimated the speed of the Fiesta to be 40 mph in the 20 mph zone. The driver of the Fiesta was observed to be using his mobile phone at the time. The school crossing patrol was in the road displaying the obligatory sign for traffic to stop but the Fiesta vehicle continued to drive past the patrol causing them to have to jump clear. There was approximately 15 children waiting to cross the road at this time. As the Fiesta drove past the school crossing patrol, the driver and front seat passenger was laughing and gesticulating towards the patrol operative. No one was injured. 
What offence, if any, is made out and why?
ANSWER: This is an offence of dangerous driving contrary to Section 2 Road Traffic Act 1988. The driver was using his mobile phone whilst driving and ignored the obligatory stop sign that the crossing patrol was using, thereby ignoring a traffic sign. The vehicle speed was also way in excess of the legal limit at the time.











3. It was a bright summer’s day during August when Ann decided to visit a friend who lived across town. Ann drove to her friend’s house and parked her car outside on the main road. She could not exit the vehicle straight away as there were several vehicles using the busy road. The main road was wide enough for cars to park and still allow room for other vehicles to use the road. Ann decided to open her driver’s door in order to get out but did not see the flat bed lorry approaching from behind her. On opening her door, the lorry driver swerved to avoid a collision with the door. The sudden change of direction caused the lorry load of pipes that were on the flat bed to fall onto Ann’s car causing the entire offside of her car to be crushed under the weight and trapping Ann inside. Ann died several days later in hospital having never regained consciousness. Enquiries made by police investigating the cause of the collision revealed that the pipes on the flat bed had not been secured adequately as the lorry driver was in a rush to get on the ferry to take his load to France. 
What offence is made out any why?
ANSWER: This is an offence of causing death by careless or inconsiderate driving contrary to Section 2B Road Traffic Act 1988. The driver of the lorry has caused the death of another person as he had not adequately secured the load he was carrying, thereby he was driving without reasonable consideration for other road users, i.e. Ann. 
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