Role of the Police within the justice system.
When it comes to the police and the justice system of England and Wales, the police play a really big part with giving evidence against the suspect or suspects on trial. There can be many factors that can affect a trial, though when it comes to police giving in evidence. As an example, a police officer could be giving in a testimony and one of the judges may ask what part of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) it comes under. The Police and Criminal Evidence act 1984 is an act that was put in place to regulate the powers Police officers have in favour of protecting the publics’ rights- this act came in due to the violent Brixton riots where it was protesters against the police due to the public feeling as the police had too much power and it was being mishandled. This Act covers things from Stop and searches (PACE code A) to investigations (PACE code 11B) and many more.  Judges generally ask this to see whether the evidence was acquired fairly or not. This is extremely important because if it shows that the defendant was coerced into a confession that may not be true it can severely affect the outcome. There is actually a PACE act that is a guideline when it comes to what is allowed and not allowed to do when interviewing a person. PACE Code C is what covers this area, and one example of the act is that the detainee has the right to legal advice, the police must make this known to the offender as it is their right, and it can land the police in hot water if not mentioned. 
[bookmark: _Int_OTD3edgL]The way stop and searches (PACE code A) are conducted are also very important, there are different levels of these searches, one level of search is just the outside clothes, this will be things like coats and gloves etc and if the officer asks a person to remove more clothes, they must have an officer of the same sex search them. Before an officer searches a person though, they must identify themselves and give the person being searched the reason as to why they are being searched, they must also state that the person being searched can have a record of the interaction. Many people don't like the fact that they can just be searched out in the public though- especially when the person is innocent and the reason for the search was because they matched the description or looked suspicious. Even more so when the person being searched is of a different ethnic background as it is, unfortunately a known fact that people of different ethnic backgrounds get randomly stopped more than those who are white. From the official government website, its shows that the statistics per 1,000 people in Britain for stop and searches that those of a black background get stopped way more than those who are white. The statistics being 103.3 to 5.6.  From 2007-08 it was found per 1,000 again that it was 128.8 for those of a black ethnicity and 16.9 for those of a white ethnicity.
[bookmark: _Int_JFle0DAx]If none of these elements of what the police have to follow are being attended to, then it is an unlawful search and the person who had to be searched can file a complaint. Not only this, but if the courts see this as an unlawful search, they would most likely dismiss that part of the evidence. This is called Not admissible in court or not admissible evidence.  
When it comes the arrests, the police have a set of rules that must be followed-PACE code G outlines the rules and regulations for the police and involves things like reasonable grounds for a person to be arrested e.g. witnessing a crime in progress, description matching etc. Arrests are one of the main things the police are known for, and arrests play a big part in the justice system because it shows statistics of who’s most likely to do what crime and what areas need to be more attended to lessen crime rates. This in turn allows the community to feel safer and bettering police relations and allows the public to rely on the police more. Arrests are also important to the justice system as it can stop offenders from further offending in the future, bringing down statistics in the UK. It acts as a deterrent and shows people that you will get into trouble by doing illegal things, it’s not completely fool proof, but it does work as a deterrent, especially for first-time offenders of a lower crime and younger age.
When it comes to the treatment of suspects, they are to be treated fairly and as though they are every other person in the world, because that's what they are. Suspect or not, they are human, and they have human rights which must be protected which will be delved more into later on. PACE code C covers this topic and highlights what the police force needs to adhere to like the treatment of suspects. One quote from PACE code C is “the powers and procedures of this code fairly and responsibly and with respect for those and without discrimination”. (Codes of practice- Code C) If a suspect has not been treated fairly, they have the right to file a complaint to the IOPC (Independant Office for Police Conduct), where that station the suspect was held would be investigated. So, suspects are to be treated fairly because it reflects badly on the justice system and the police if found that suspects were being mishandled whilst in police surveillance.
Police have to be very careful when it comes to protecting a person's human rights.  An act was put in place called the Human rights act 1998 to protect every person within the UK. One example would be the right to life. There has been a case of a terrorist living in the UK, Abu Hamza Al- Masri, who was found guilty of a connection with terrorism in the US. The US Government wanted him extradited to their legal system where he would've most likely get the death penalty, but because Abu was a British citizen he had the UK human rights- one of them being the right to life- if the UK allowed Abu to get put to death it would’ve gone against the Human rights Act 1998. Due to this he was sentenced to over 100 years in prison in Colorado as he was later extradited. There is also a right to religion and belief, and anyone can practice it whenever they can and wherever they can. The Police have a duty to protect these rights when it comes to the public, because not only does it show support and that the police are there for the public as a whole and not just a set of people, but it also builds public relations. 
When in the police, there will be many times when officers have to be a witness in court. Police generally have first-hand experience of the crime being committed and therefore are valuable to have as a witness. Not only that but every Officer in the UK is equipped with body cameras. These would be able to show the courts physical evidence of the situation and show the situation as is, evidence like this is much stronger than word of mouth and the courts do find physical evidence like this more valuable than word of mouth. It is extremely important to the justice system to have police as witnesses because they were at the scene and can provide that evidence that affects the outcome of the trial, it makes the difference of a guilty or not guilty charge. This allows the parties affected by the offender to have peace of mind and a sense of justice. 

There has been many suggestions for reform against the police, and even reforms made in the past to better public relations with the police. One reform that was introduced by former Prime minister David Cameron is for the public to have their say on the police more and hold them to account. His aim was to focus more on crimes the public want dealt with and, as quoted “Not tied down by bureaucracy or form-filling" (David Cameron, Former Prime minister) There has always been divides when it comes to communities and the police, and this decision was a step forward for police and public relations as it connected them better. 
 To conclude, this assignment was created to discuss and assess whether the police play a crucial part in the justice system. This assignment has delved into many topics that shed light onto police powers and how they help with the justice system, and it has been found that the police do play a very crucial and important role when it comes to the justice system in England and Wales. The police have had their criticisms- for the right reasons, like discrimination with stop and searches, which does need to get better- but it has been found that the police most definitely play an irreplaceable role due to what they bring to the table when it comes to the justice system. It has also been found though, that the police must stick to the PACE codes to a tee because it can mean the difference of legality and illegality. 
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