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Ideas

Our group has been throwing around various ideas for our film, an idea I came up with was a film set at the beginning of a pandemic. This pandemic is spread by victims who are running away from said pandemic who are also being hunted down to stop it’s spread. These particular victims were the original source of the virus after being tested on in a lab. They are immune to the effects of the virus due to an effect of being tested on but they can spread the virus. They escape the lab and make it into a small town where they start spreading their virus causing people to get sick and die, of course without them knowing they are the cause. Now they have two problems to run away from as a hunter is chasing them down but instead of taking them back to the lab like they expect those who can’t manage to escape from the hunter are killed by said hunter. Towards the end of the film the last survivor gets the better of the hunter and has a chance to kill the hunter. The hunter explains to the last victim that he is causing the virus to spread and has to kill the victims if they do not willingly return to the lab as their presence outside is a risk to the global population. The victim has a large city in his sights where he could disappear into but if the hunter is telling the truth how many will die? He has a choice, kill the hunter and escape into town, return with the hunter to the lab and be tested on again or kill himself and end this whole nightmare.

As time went on this idea, mixed in with other ideas from the group evolved into what we showed the group as Wylde. Where the victims are humans but have essences of certain animals within them that shapes their personalities. The hunter hunts them at the order of a mad scientist. It ends with the hunter teaming with the victims and murdering the scientist.

An idea from me that didn’t make it:

As an add on to another member of the group’s idea of a girl with a desire to murder men

Scene starts with a detective sitting, girl tries hitting on him which catches detectives attention, A stranger interrupts her and talks to her. Revealing they are the same and informing her that the detective is targeting people like her. Warning her to control herself or she will get caught. However as the film goes on she slowly loses her control due to other people’s actions causing her to remember things in her past which triggers the monster and the monster inside her eventually  wins and takes over. She goes on to muder someone causing the detective to eventually catch her.

An idea which we came up with which eventually lead to Host was the idea of a group on a group call which turns sour when the host starts revealing secrets and exposing people on the chat. 



We’ve been given lots of short films to watch that other students had done before us. They were interesting some more than others but it was clear that with the time limitations and of course no budget that it slightly restricted them just like it will with ours. Outside of what we were told to watch there were three short films I found that I really enjoyed based on a game I used to play called Fallout: New Vegas. The films are called Fallout: Lanius, Fallout: Crossroads and Fallout: Red Star.




Props and locations

Props

Wylde

Hunting knife, Air pistol, hat, earpiece or phone

Phone

Fake blood

Scar wax

Rope

Location:

Johnstown woods

Parry rooms

Host

Takeaway trash, cross necklace, bottle of alcohol, headphones, 2 phones

Locations

University car park, car with working headlights

Location:

own individual rooms, University car park


Film choice

Host is a film set some time after a fatal car crash shaking a friend group to it’s core. One member has died and the others are in an online therapy session to deal with it.

My character is Adam who was the driver of the car. He blames himself for drinking but blames William for pressuring him into drinking, Maddie for being a nuisance in the back and Constantly toying with the volume of the car music and Izzie for not stopping the group from driving home.

Adam tried to put on a show of “everything is ok” but deep down he is sad and holds a lot of blame on the other characters.

Suggestions from lecturers while practising


Reading for the first time with Keiron, the script feels very long. Kieron told us to make the lines a bit more naturalistic, I’ll be trimming some of my lines as he has a point. Long monologues are not naturalistic.


Too much dialogue,  too much name calling, not enough reaction to people dying. How did these characters even meet? Things we need to think about as it will make responses and dialogue more natural.

Run through with Keiron, this time it felt more smoother, this film is coming along well. Still had to cut some lines to make it seem more conversational rather than monologue.


Suggestion from Kieron: Look more scared towards the end before you leave the call. Looking back after watching an early edit of the film I failed to do this properly.

Lloyd: 3 points have to be done when filming the crash scene, Kieron mentioned record steadily when saying lines. Didn’t get to see much of crash scene during early edit so not too sure if this was done correctly.


We finally finished recording for the film and I’m actually happy with the way it turned out. Kieron had to cover for one of us but it didn’t really affect the film at all, I’m actually impressed with his acting as he didn’t do any rehearsing just jumped into it, I’d dare say it slightly enhanced the performance with the fact it was fresh and the slightly new things he added to the character made way for (at least in my case) slight reactions from us that made the performance a little more naturalistic as his reactions and actions were different.


After watching a quick editing of the video my performance was not up to par with what I expect myself to be able to do. It looked like I was not in character at the beginning although I did quickly pick myself up and get fully into it. However towards the part after Maddie’s death my acting quickly seems to slump. Adam is clearly next to die and instead of looking like I was scared my reactions were much more casual like I casually had to leave the call instead of fearing for my life and escaping a deadly situation. 


We didn’t see much of the crash scene today but from what we did on the day i’m very confident it was done well. I am hoping that it will be better than what was done in our rooms because I’m not satisfied with what I saw of myself.

The fact we had to do this during Covid affected our performance, bring in the difficulties that naturally occur during a group project and it was an uphill battle the entire module. Can this module be done during lockdown, yes. Should it? No. Motivation and really creativity during lockdown are really hard to keep up. Problems with mental health due to being under lockdown conditions make this even worse, then with the tension that comes from group projects. Put all that together and the whole thing feels like it is going to fall apart the whole time.
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