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Egyptian Soul — 2500 BCE

It was viewed as a complex part of the self, related to the life force, the
moral quality, the personality, one’s name, one’s character, one’s image
and one’s potential to be a divine being.

The Egyptian Soul:

The ib — the heart
The sheut — the shadow
The ren — the given name
The ka — the vital life force
The ba - the moral essence
The akh — the transfigured spirit
In the next world.

Ib —the heart - amulets




Unis of the Fifth Dynasty,
circa 2350 BCE

Teti, Pepi |, Merenré’ and Pepi Il of the Sixth Dynasty.

Also the queens of Pepi lI: Oudjebten, Neit, and
Apouit.

Ibi, a king of the Seventh Dynasty, of whom little
historically is known.

These pyramids were constructed, and
inscribed, between the years about 2350
to 2175 B.C.E.

The origins of the text is believed to be as
early as 3000 BCE.

Sarcophagus Chamber Antechamber
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Pyramid text are engraved on the inside of
nine pyramids from the year 27% to the 22nd
century BCE these texts are described by
Mercer as being, “remnants of much earlier
literature than that of the historical period in
Egyptian history."
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These pyramids are located at Sakkara.


http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Sakkara_C02-29.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramid_of_Unas&h=1050&w=1500&tbnid=KalU75T07H4EzM:&zoom=1&docid=bgLrwGG15KwB2M&ei=LhTaVID5K5XvaIjNgNAM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCEQMygAMAA
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Sakkara_C02-29.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramid_of_Unas&h=1050&w=1500&tbnid=KalU75T07H4EzM:&zoom=1&docid=bgLrwGG15KwB2M&ei=LhTaVID5K5XvaIjNgNAM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCEQMygAMAA




The texts of the king’s ascension myth — the scent
of the soul — are located next to the sarcophagus.

Sarcophagus Chamber Antechamber







When the lights are off and a
touch is shone on the wall
next to the sarcophagus.
Behind the alabaster wall
covering an the image of the
king appears and points to
the ascension text and the
sky.




Unas — Sarcophagus Chamber, south wall
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Pyramid Texts

Contain the earliest writings on:
* The concept of soul.
* The ascent of the soul after death to the heavens.

* The adoration of the starry goddess of the heavens.

Additionally they are a complete corpus representing the
entire mythology expressed in nine different versions which all
reveal the same story features.

Samuel A.B. Mercer, Literary Criticism of the Pyramid Texts (London: Luzac &
Company, 1956, pp. 9-10.



= The King’s ascension myth
7 d
* The King’s divine birth, and his immortality as he is the son of

NGt (§1145).

* Upon the King’s mortal death he journeys to the western horizon
and into the earthly Netherworld.

 His sister Isis, also the star Sophis (Sirius) blocks the path of Osiris
in claiming the dead king for the death, ‘| am Isis; go behind me,
O Osiris the King.” (§44).

* The King, after being helped by the star Sirius then journeys to
the eastern horizon where he will be resurrect as a god.



~

side of the sky, to the place where the gods
fashioned me, wherein | was born, new and | &
young'. (§344)

‘The King stands on the eastern side of the
celestial vault, there is brought to him a way of
ascent to the sky...” (s326).

Faulkner’s translations.



PR The King’s ascension
myth

The King then becomes a star, he rises
using a celestial ladder, step by step or he
has, ‘soared to the sky as a heron, | have
kissed the sky as a falcon’ (§891-892) and
joins the imperishable stars.

‘My head is a vulture; |
will ascend and rise up to
the sky. The sides of my
head are the starry sky
of the god;..." (51303).




King’s Soul

‘O King, free course is given to
you by Horus,

You flash as the Lone Star in the
midst of the sky, you have grown
wings as a great-breasted falcon,
as a hawk seen in the evening
traversing the sky.” s104s-49.

Faulkner’s translations.

Khafre —Cairo Museum



PP The ascent of the soul to the stars

The King joins the Immortal
Stars, the gods.

“l am a star which illumines the
sky, | mount up to the god that |
may be protected, for the sky will
not be devoid of me and this
earth will not be devoid of me for
ever. | live beside you, you gods of
the Lower Sky, the Imperishable

Stars. (§1454 — 1455). A pendant depicting a ba-bird with
outstretched wings664-332 B.C. MET




Summary

* The King having died goes to the west.

* With the help of others, amongst who is his
sister the star Sophis (Sirius), he moves to
the eastern horizon where he rises as a
bright star.

* This bright star then joins the circumpolar
stars representing the eternal or
imperishable gods.



How the Stars Move




Group 1
Always visible Circumpolar
Never rising or setting stars
Always circumpolar

Group 3 Arising and
Sometimes visible Lying Hidden
Sometimes rising or setting (ALH)

Never circumpolar



These stars are the

. Unwearying because they -
followed a perpetual pattern of
entering the Netherworld and
‘dying’ to be born again some
weeks or months later, and this
pattern is repeated every year.

Arising and Lying Hidden
(ALH)

)



N Circumpolar stars \ \# 77/
\\\ These stars are the divine cosmos, the cosmic / /
<l rulers of the world.



Group 1

Always visible Circumpolar
Never rising or setting stars
Always circumpolar
Group 2
Curtailed Always visible

Passage (CP) Sometimes risi_ng or setting
Sometimes circumpolar

Group 3 Arising and
Sometimes visible : :
. g . Lying Hidden
Sometimes rising or setting (ALH)

Never circumpolar



Star Phases — Curtailed Passage

Red arrow is the movement of the sun along the ecliptic
Blue arrow is the diurnal movement from east to west.

2 3

1 - Sun sets with the star — but before the sun can rise the next morning the star has risen.

2 — Later in the year the sun has moved to an opposite place on the ecliptic to the star — as the sun sets the star is
seen to rise.

3 — A few days later as the sun sets, the star has already risen and seen to be low in the eastern sky.

4 — Every night at sun set the star is seen to be higher in the sky — and does not set during the night- It is ascending to

the heavens.
5 — Later in the year at sunrise the star gets lower and lower in the west until it is seen to set at sunrise.




Key Points

* The Egyptian view of the soul — one that ascends to the
heavens — is reflected in the naked-eye astronomy of
how the stars move recorded in the Pyramid Texts.

* This stellar theology is passed into the Greek world
around the time of Plato and replaces their earlier
version of the soul as a shadow in the underworld.
Plato produces a literature which is a celebration of the
personal soul and its ascent to the heaves.

* This Egyptian stellar theology can also be a linked to the
later Greek view that some humans could become god-
like —ie Hercules, and in turn to the later Christian view
of angels, intermediate beings who move between the
mortal world and the heavens.

* Thus the Pyramid Texts from 2500 BCE are the oldest
known literature on the soul and in that literature the
soul, via the Greeks, laid the foundation of the Western
notion of soul.




Sources
Mercer’s complete 1952 translation of the text is online at:

http://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/pyt/

Faulkner, R. O. The Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts 1910. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969 [2004].

Allen, James P. & Peter Der Manuelian, The Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts. Atlanta. Society of Biblical Literature. 2005

JSTOR

Anthes, Rudolf. "Egyptian Theology in the Third Millennium B. C." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 18, no. 3 (1959): 169-
212.

Faulkner, R.O. "The King and the Star-Religion in the Pyramid Texts." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 25, no. 3 (1966):
153-61.

Davis, Whitney M. "The Ascension-Myth in the Pyramid Texts." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 36, no. 3 (1977): 161-79.

MOODLE: Brady, Bernadette. "A Consideration of Egyptian Ascension Mythology as a Reflection of the Mythopoeic
Nature of Star Phases and Its Implication for Belief in the Descent of Divine Beings." In Current Research in Egyptology

Volume Xii, edited by Heba Abd El-Gawad, Veronica Tamorri, Nathalie Andrews, James Taylor and Maria Correas-Amador,
40-47. Oxford: Oxbow, 2012.


http://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/pyt/

References

Anthes, Rudolf. "Egyptian Theology in the Third Millennium B. C." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 18, no. 3 (1959): 169-212.

Campion, Nicholas. "Babylonian Astrology: Its Origin and Legacy in Europe." In Astronomy across Cultures, the History of Non-Western Astronomy, edited by
Helaine Selin, 509 - 53. Dordrecht/Boston/London: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2000.

Conman, Joanne. "It's About Time: Ancient Egyptian Cosmology." Studien zur Altégyptischen Kultur 31, no. ArticleType: primary_article / Full publication
date: 2003 / Copyright © 2003 Helmut Buske Verlag GmbH (2003): 33-71.

Davis, Whitney M. "The Ascension-Myth in the Pyramid Texts." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 36, no. 3 (1977): 161-79.

Diodorus, Siculus "The Library of History of Diodorus Siculus." ([1939]),

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Diodorus Siculus/6*.html.Accessed 9 October, 2010.

Donadoni, Sergio, ed. The Egyptians. Chicago, London: The University of Chicago Press, 1997.

Dunand, Francoise, and Christiane Zivie-Coche. Gods and Men in Egypt, 3000 Bce to 395 Ce. London, UK: Connell University Press. , 2004.

Faulkner, R. O. The Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts 1910. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969 [2004].

———."The King and the Star-Religion in the Pyramid Texts." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 25, no. 3 (1966): 153-61.

Frankfort, Henri. Ancient Egyptian Religion. New York: Columbia University Press, 1948.

Gee, Emma. Ovid, Aratus and Augustus. Astronomy in Ovid's Fasti. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

Goldstein, Bernard R., and Alan C. Bowen. "A New View of Early Greek Astronomy." Isis 74, no. 3 (1983): 330-40.

Hesiod. Hesiod. Works and Days, Theogony and the Shield of Heracules. Translated by Hugh G. Evelyn-White. New York: Dover Publications Inc., 2006.

"The Holy Bible." Nashville, Camen, New York: Thomas Nelson, 1972.

Keightley, Thomas. "Fasti by Ovid, Introduction and Notes." (1839), http://manybooks.net/support/o/ovid/ovidetext058fsti10.exp.html.Accessed 10
October 2005.

Lesko, Leonard H. "Ancient Egyptian Cosmogonies and Cosmology." In Religion in Ancient Egypt, edited by Byron E. Shafer, 88-122. New York: Cornell
University Press, 1991.

Mercer, Samuel A.B. Literary Criticism of the Pyramid Texts. London: Luzac & Company, 1956.

Ptolemy, Claudius. The Phases of the Fixed Stars. Translated by Robert Schmidt. Berkeley Springs, WV: The Golden Hind Press, 1993.

Reiche, Harald A. T. "Fail-Safe Stellar Dating: Forgotten Phases." Transactions of the American Philological Association (1974-) 119, no. ArticleType: research-
article / Full publication date: 1989 / Copyright © 1989 American Philological Association (1989): 37-53.

Talbert, Charles H. "The Concept of Immortals in Mediterranean Antiquity." Journal of Biblical Literature 94, no. 3 (1975): 419-36.

Wells, R. A. "The Mythology of Nut and the Birth of Ra." Studien zur Altdgyptischen Kultur 19, no. ArticleType: primary_article / Full publication date: 1992 /
Copyright © 1992 Helmut Buske Verlag GmbH (1992): 305-21.



http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Diodorus_Siculus/6*.html.Accessed
http://manybooks.net/support/o/ovid/ovidetext058fsti10.exp.html.Accessed

