What social demographic factors influence the public perception of the police?
Introduction:
Topic and Context 
The central discussion of this essay will focus on identifying the social demographics that influence the public’s perception of the police. The concerns as to why it requires an analysis and evaluate includes recent statistics of stop and searches carried out throughout England and Wales. Followed by the general importance for a strong relationship between the police and the public. This was brought to attention by Goldsmith (2005) as it was suggested that the trust and rapport between the public and police is crucial when concerning their compliance with the law, and their sense of welfare. 
Focus and Scope 
The research will focus on social demographics, mainly age, gender, race and ethnicity that are influencing the perception of the police. The community this research is focusing on will include the general public from areas of Wales. 
Relevance and importance 
Moving onto the relevance and importance of this research topic, again Goldmsith (2005) implied that during the 20th century, this issue received only a small scale of attention from researchers. Therefore, there is a need for further research regarding this area of concern, especially regarding social demographics as little focus has been given to this. According to UNODC (2011) the public perception of the police determines their general rapport, a good rapport ensures the belief that the police can effectively deter and prevent crime, support their surrounding communities and maintain public order. Discussing this it is important and beneficial for police that this research is carried out to gain further understanding of what can be done to improve their relationship with the public. In addition, this is a practical problem as it has resulted due to actual experiences and events.
Questions and Objectives 
Furthermore, in order to successfully complete this research project aims and objectives have to be created and achieved. Firstly, the main aim is to discover what social demographics influence the publics perception of the police. To address the overall research aim there will be three objectives, which are;
i) Explore previous research concerning whether or not the public hold mistrust towards the police – including incidents that resulted in this.
ii) Identify the main social demographics that have an impact on the rapport between the police and public.
iii) Evaluate previous efforts by the police to build a rapport with the public and carry out an evaluation to suggest why they had the result that they did. 
Throughout the remainder of the paper, these objectives will be discussed in depth and detail, this is to ensure they are met effectively and successfully. In addition, from the research that will be conducted recommendations aiming to resolve the issue will be identified. This result will become beneficial to the police
Overview of structure 
In order to keep this research project organised a structure will be followed throughout. A brief overview includes literature review, research methodology, analysis of results and lastly recommendations and conclusions. To begin with the literature review will entail detailed research that is relevant to the area of concern. Including real life experiences that have fundamentally produced the issue concerned. Secondly, the research methodology will involve all of the methods that will be used to create the survey. Finally, the recommendations and conclusion will provide direction and advice to improve relationships between the police and public. Followed by a conclusion to oversee all evaluations and analysis of the information and data collected. 
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