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In this assignment the human rights act 1989 and equality acts will be discussed within the case of the Brixton riots and explaining what these acts are. Equality and human rights commission (2018) affirm the definition of the human rights act 1998 which is that it guarantees that public institutions uphold and safeguard your human rights and gives you the opportunity to defend them in UK courts. Acas (2023) states the definition of equality act, people are protected from discrimination at work by the Equality Act 2010 (discrimination law). In order for everyone to be aware of their rights and obligations, it is critical to comprehend what the law says regarding discrimination. 

Main body
To begin with, it is clear to see that in the Brixton riots predominantly black males had been stopped and searched by the Metropolitan police, this resulted to racist discrimination against the black community primarily from white police officers. Brixton Uprising (2023) express that the experience of racism that the Black community experienced was not only limited to their interactions with the police, but it also affected all aspects of life. The economic problems that the black community face only acted to deepen the anger that many young black people felt towards the structural racism that oppressed them. This shows that there was a lack of equality in that community and that at the time played a significant role in fuelling the unrest. The heavy-handed tactics employed by police, such as the stop-and-search operations and harassment, only worsened the perception of inequality and changed many individuals’ lifestyles. Adding to this, another factor that acts upon the human rights act 1989 is the right to freedom and expression. The journal from European Union agency for fundamental rights (2007) affirms that everyone is entitled to the freedom of expression. This right includes the freedom to have beliefs, to receive and disseminate information and ideas, and to do so across boundaries and without interference from the government. Vital to human rights, allowing people to live freely, safely, and with dignity. This made it abundantly evident that during the riots, police officers used excessive force, including the use of batons and other riot gear. These actions infringed upon the security and liberties of those who were the victims of unnecessary violence. 



Under the equality act 2010, the Brixton riots demonstrated how unfairly police officers treated commonly black males. The victims in the riots felt targeted and mistreated by the police, leading to a breakdown in trust and a strong sense of injustice. The riots ultimately drew attention to systemic issues of racism and discrimination within the Metropolitan Police, the events sparked important conversations and changes in policing practices and community relations. Gresham college (2022) emphasise that numerous changes have occurred in British policing since the Brixton riots of 1981. Nonetheless, compared to white people, black people are still nine times more likely to be stopped, searched, or arrested. This shows that there have been many adaptations but still need to be improved in order for everyone to gain trust and create a bond with the policing community. On the other hand, with still black men nine times more likely to get stopped, it shows that there may still be some racism ongoing which needs change. 

In the Brixton riots, there appeared to be a young age group along with black males that predominantly got targeted by the police. As a whole there were around 150 arrests which consisted of these groups who had been aggressively stopped and searched. Research from Black past (2010) reveals that more than 100 cars had been damaged or destroyed, 279 police officers had been injured adding that 45 members in the public had been physically hurt too from this. It became a rallying cry and a valid form of protest against racist policing procedures within the black community in the UK. This shows the impact on individual lives it must have left, leaving families terrified and traumatised. Also, black communities feeling betrayed by the wrong and aggressive behaviour by the police force with action that had been taken by as a whole. From this, if there was community engagement in the Brixton riots between officers and the public perhaps situations could have been handled differently. Also, how the riots in 1981 can still affect the public’s perception and trust now on policing strategies etc. College of policing (2013) state the police legitimacy importance’s, it is vital to recognise how negatively public perceptions can be impacted by inadequate police and community relations. This shows that in order to strengthen police legitimacy, fair decision-making, constructive public engagement, and increased institutional trust can all work to improve these perceptions. 

After the Brixton riots, there were changes made in order to regain the trust of bond with the police force. The Guardian (2021) publish that Alan Road went to the Met's training facility in 1984 to find out what had changed since Lord Scarman demanded significant police reforms in the wake of the Brixton riots. The Met were taught and trained street fighting skills but also to be self – aware throughout to make everyone safer in any incidents if committed. A journalist Miranda Sawyer from Independent (2021) who has lived in Brixton since 1990 explains that as much believed that some aspects have changed since the Brixton riots, much work remains. This emphasises that there has been improvements and changes since the riots, but ongoing racial tensions can still spark from police officers. As Miranda Sawyer stated “much work remains” indicates that a substantial effort from both community and police is still required to achieve fairness, equality and human rights. 

Overall, to conclude from research of the equality act 2010 and human rights act 1998 it has proved that in the Brixton riots these rights to predominantly black males were violated. Examples of this is during the riots, the victims were not respected and not protected by the public institutions. Also, these individuals who were targeted were not protected from discrimination as there was excessive discrimination and racism. A breakdown in trust and a strong sense of injustice resulted from the riot victims believing that the police were singled out and mistreating them.
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