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The Churches of Llangennith and Llanmadoc on the Gower Peninsula

The Church of St. Cenydd, Llangennith

The church of St. Cenydd sits within the village of Llangennith cradled between three hills; Llanmadoc Hill to the north, Rhosilli Down to the south and Harding’s Down to the east. To the west Llangennith slopes gently down to the Bristol Channel facing out to West Wales and Ireland. With the three hills acting as barriers to the rest of the Gower Peninsula, Llangennith truly feels remote and isolated. The church in the village as it stands today dates from the 12th century, although there has been a church on the grounds since the dark ages. According to a Tudor legend, the church was first established in the 6th century by St. Cenydd himself. (Davis, 1997)
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The church consists of a 13th century nave and chancel, both rectangular in shape but with the chancel being much smaller and more narrow. There is a 12th century tower, the oldest remaining section of the church, rising from the north elevation accessed through the furthest north wall of the nave. The tower has three floors and is topped with a parapet and battlements. At the entrance of the church lies a porch which is the most modern element of the building, being constructed in the 14th century. The church roof is supported throughout the structure by a timber frame Norman ceiling. 
[image: Diagram, engineering drawing

Description automatically generated]



	

M.Salter, https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/wales/llangennith-st-ceyndds-church/



The church stands internally as a rectilinear form, entering from the western end of the building and facing and travelling eastward. This allows light to enter the building throughout the day on the eastern and southern sides. The chancel arch was converted from a Norman style to the current neo-gothic from in 1884 by John Bacon Fowler. The floor was also re-laid during this time with the same red and black checkerboard floor in the  that remains today. The principal materials of the building are stone, timber, ceramic tiles and modest-sized stained glass panels for the windows.
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                                                                             N. Kaye, https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/wales/llangennith-st-ceyndds-church/

Today the church still remains a focal point within the small community with most locals still choosing the space to hold marriage ceremonies, bury their loved ones, and celebrate the village’s traditional customs and festivities. One such local custom is the hanging of a seagull effigy from the tower each July to celebrate the legend of St. Cenydd, wherein the saint as a child was raised by birds on the nearby island of Burry Holm after being abandoned there by his parents.
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The Church of St. Madoc, Llanmadoc
	
The Church of St. Madoc sits on a hill in the village of Llanmadoc on the northern coast of the Gower Peninsula, overlooking Whiteford Sands and the Loughor Estuary beyond. The church as it stands today was first erected between the 12th and 13th centuries and was, along with the village, the property of the Knights Templar from 1156 until the dissolution of the order in the 14th century at which timer ownership passed on to the Knights Hospitaller. (Davis, The Gower Peninsula, 1997)
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The church was constructed between the 12th and 13th centuries and the almost all of the same structure still stands today, consisting of a rectangular nave bound on each side by a rectangular chancel and a slender square tower rising slightly above the roof line of the nave. On top of the tower lie a parapet and decorative battlements. On the southern elevation there is a small porch accommodating the entrance to the space. The building is lined with modest gothic windows.
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                                                        https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMVATY_Knights_Templar_Medieval_Church_Llanmadoc_Wales_Great_Britain
The structure is built from axe-finished sandstone and sits parallel to the slope of the hill it resides on. Like the church of St. Cenydd, this building is also rectilinear in form, although unlike the church in Llangenith, the church of Llanmadoc benefits from both the high midday sun shining through from the east and south as well as the low light of sunsets to the west facing outwards to sea. At the eastern end of the building a round-headed chancel arch built during the 12th century divides the space. The principal materials of this building are sandstone, timber and stained glass. The nave, tower and chancel were all partially rebuilt in the years leading up to 1866 by the Rev. J D Davies, who donated £500 towards the restoration of the building, during which time the windows were also all restored. (Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust, 1999)
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Being one of the smallest churches on the Gower, Llanmadoc church does not see as much use as the previously discussed church of Llangennith. The church operates for regular service for the local community as well as a space for choirs to practice and perform in, as can be seen in the numerous recordings in the space by singers that can be found online. Being in as isolated village as Llanmadoc, this church primarily serves its immediate community as a small place of advice, guidance and song.


Conclusion 
Both of these spaces, whilst once dominating the ancient landscape of the Gower, have seen their respective communities sprout up and develop around them over the centuries. That being said, the churches are still focal points in the communities they reside in and have been taken good care of by the people that came to reside around them. While differing in size, Llangennith church being one of the largest on the Gower and Llanmadoc one of the smallest, both of these spaces stay equally relevant in modern times. While beginning as purely spaces of religion and piousness these buildings have evolved and grown with the people around them, acting now as spaces of sanctuary, or perhaps landmarks for ramblers on their travels, or as places to celebrate local traditions. While these spaces can represent many things for many people, one thing both are without a doubt are tangible connections to our local history and fragments of the story of the land they sit upon.
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