Part 1.
In Iceland, as in other Nordic countries, incorporating outdoor play into the school lives of their children is seen as having a constructive impact. Following a series of discussions regarding Icelandic strategy documents highlighting outdoor play, it was evident that outdoor play had a positive impact on a child’s learning.  In the curriculum guidelines, the emphasis is placed on the benefits of learning in an outdoor environment. Norodhal and Johannesson (2013) advocate that the outdoor environment could provide many opportunities for:
a) augmenting a child’s learning and play,
b) enhancing a child’s well-being, health and confidence
c) developing a child’s understanding of the natural world and shaping their future actions towards a greener future.
Traditionally the emphasis on the outdoor environment has been aimed at children between the ages of six and sixteen where, as part of their school day, the children engage in outdoor play every day during breaks between lessons.
It is unclear how teachers utilise the outdoor environment into children’s lessons, but it is thought that this will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher.
What is apparent though is that school teachers are incorporating the outdoor environment more into the school curriculum than ever before. In Iceland’s capital city, Reykjavik, seventy per cent of schools reported that they practise outside education on a regular basis (Oladottir, 2008)
Part 2a 
This article will discuss Forest schools. One definition of a Forest school, made by the Forest School Network,  states that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem  though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien 2006).
According to research undertaken by Murray and O’Brien there are concerns that children and young people of school age do not have the opportunity to experience the outdoor environment to the same extent as their parents did. This is in the main because parents are concerned about the safety of their children and they argue that there is ample to occupy their children’s time indoors.
Furthermore research undertaken by Catharine Ward Thompson, Peter Aspinall, Simon Bell (2004) shows that children who experience woodlands often as children are more likely to visit woodland areas when they are adults. This research also indicated that there is the potential for both physical and psychological health benefits when we have access to the natural environment. 
It has been recognised that the experiential learning gained in the outdoor environment is very different from that gained in a closed classroom environment.  As a result the Welsh Assembly Government is actively encouraging teachers to employ the forest school ethos, particularly those engaged in teaching in the Foundation Phase. 
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Part 2b 
Plagiarism is often thought of as copying or someone else’s work or using someone else’s idea without their knowledge or consent. However it goes far beyond that. 
Schools, colleges, and universities take plagiarism very seriously and will almost certainly have an Ethics committee that deals with accusations of plagiarism. Being caught using plagiarised work carries far reaching consequences. These can be personal, professional, ethical, and legal.  
Such allegations may result in the suspension or even the expulsion of a student. At the very least their academic record will carry an entry highlighting the incident. This will of course follow then into their profession life and as plagiarism is deemed an act of fraud a student may find that their career path is finished before it begins.
There are also legal ramifications connected to plagiarism. An author, whose work has been used without the correct citation and referencing has the right to sue a plagiarist under the Copyright laws. Therefore students must be vigilant in the correct use of paraphrasing, citation and referencing when submitting work.
The statement ‘You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation.’ is false. It is imperative that you acknowledge any and all information that you have read, watched or listened to. You may acknowledge this by referencing, citing, quoting or paraphrasing but you must correctly identify the source of the material. Failure to do so would be classed as plagiarism which is considered to be a serious offence.

It is difficult to classify the statement ‘Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments.’  as Wikipedia can be good place to start your search for information. This is because there are a lot of contributors to a Wikipedia page and whilst you can’t believe all that is stated on the page as the sources of information are not always validated, scroll down to the reference list and you will find a lot of sources of information and cited articles that you are then able to access, read and evaluate for yourself.

It is always important to remember that quotations should be used sparingly and used to support the arguments you are trying to convey in your essay. They should not be used to ‘bulk up’ your essay. You must remember to reference the quote correctly:
· authors surname
· date of publication
· page the quote comes from or the source it came from
In addition, they must
· Long quotations are normally in excess of one hundred words and should be set out as follows: 
· Ensure there is a double-space between the commencement of the quote and the rest of your text.
· The text within quotation is single-spaced.
· The quoted text should be indented one-half inch on the left to set it apart.
· The quotation marks can be disregarded as the indentation and the double line spacing will identify it as a quote.

It is important to identify the key theme that you are looking to discuss before you begin your academic research. It is also important to think about the types of literature that will be most beneficial. For a topic that is new to you, it would be useful to look for generic books to start your search and move onto academic or professional literature to widen your knowledge.
There are a number of sources of information available to you to aid your research:
Text books- these can present a focused view of the subject and provide a list of bibliographic references of primary sources. 
Academic journals are a good source of specialised information. They often offer a more up to date view than text books. Sites such as Google Scholar.Professional journals, these are papers produced by the regulating bodies for a given profession and they advocate the standards of the profession.
 Government literature is often a reliable source of information. Because the research is often well funded and subject to rigorous checks the data gathered is reliable.
On Line News Sites - always ensure that the news site you choose has a positive history of good editorials.
TV, radio, podcasts and online media are a remarkable source of information and as long as you remember to quote the speaker instead of an author.

Part Three .
This brief overview of Critical Analytical Thinking, taken from Stella Cotrell’s book, The Study Skills Handbook, aims to understand and then develop the critical thinking skills required to respond objectively to a piece of information or academic writing. The chapter looks to educate the student in the correct use of critical analytical thinking.
The article has been structured in an informal manner which slowly guides the student through the initial role of critical thinking skills which are best defined by Edward Glaser 
          critical thinking calls for a persistent effort to examine any belief or supposed form of knowledge
           in the light of the evidence that supports it and the further conclusions to which it tends. 
It then moves onto the analytical thinking which uses a number of additional processes. 

The chapter is well written in small concise sub- headings, each of which deals with a different facet of critical thinking.  Each of these sub-headings build on the previous sub-heading to complete the list of core skills required to become good, strong critical thinkers.  The article is also interspersed with ‘hands on’ activities at regular intervals to give the student an opportunity to employ the core skills examined and therefore cement their understanding. These activities are also discussed in some detail at the end of the chapter. Examples of good practice are given in addition to a brief synopsis answer to encourage the student to work in variety of different ways to arrive at a good, well researched piee of work that is upheld by verified argument.
Throughout the chapter, there are subtle references to what critical thinking is not…but it is left to the student to deduce these points thereby encouraging one of the core critical skills, that of ‘reading between the lines’. The arguments presented within the text clarify beyond a doubt that the word ‘critical’ is used very differently in academic writing than it is in everyday terms. 
The article included the information on using the associated skills of critical reading, writing and thinking. These skills are an integral to using analytical thinking in order to examine the claims of an argument, to evaluate those claims and ultimately reach plausible conclusions in respect of those arguments. 
Overall this article was well set out and logically put together. the interspersed activities worked well to encourage the student to understand the core skills required for critical thinking, however, the addition of additional referencing to other sources of reading material relevant to the article would strengthen the students understanding and broaden their knowledge. There could also have been a greater emphasis placed on the critical reflection stage as often a number of alternative conclusions need to be reached to suit different perspectives of an argument.
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