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Topic area - Exploring the inclusion of children with special educational needs in regular educational classrooms has become popular during the previous decade. This popularity has resulted in changes to several Educational Policies, stating that regular educational classrooms must cater for all students. Inclusion can be described as allowing children who have Special Educational Needs (SEN) to benefit from the education provided within regular classrooms (Afolabi, Mukhopadhyay and Nenty, 2013). 
When exploring attitudes towards inclusive education, it is paramount to consider both parent and teacher attitudes. Both have the power to influence current educational polices, children’s wellbeing and the way SEN children are taught. 
Aim - This research aims to compare the attitudes of both teachers and parents towards inclusive education, based on any experience they may have with SEN children, their highest educational level achieved and their socio-economic status. In addition to this, this research will explore parents and teachers’ thoughts and awareness surrounding current interventions for children with SEN.
Methodology - The independent variables for this research are; experience, highest educational level obtained, and socio-economic status. The dependent variable will be parent and teacher attitude scores. There is previous research surrounding several aspects of each of these variables. 
Based on previous research, this research predicts that both parents and teachers will have conflicting attitudes towards inclusive education based on their experience, educational level, and socioeconomic status. In addition, this research is an investigation into parent and teacher views of interventions for inclusive education. 
To obtain information regarding attitudes towards inclusive education a questionnaire research method will be used, looking at participants experience with children with disabilities, their highest educational level obtained and their socioeconomic status (this information will be obtained within the demographics section). A 2x2x2 ANOVA will be conducted to analyse results for each of the questionnaires. This research would aim to have 200 participants complete the questionnaire, with an equal number of parents and teachers. 

In order to explore participants thoughts and awareness surrounding current interventions for special educational needs children, an interview technique will be adopted. The researcher will aim to conduct two semi-structured focus group sessions, one containing approximately eight parents and the other containing approximately eight teachers. The discussions will be recorded and later put into a transcript by the researcher. Following this, results will be analysed using Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis and recurring themes will be explored. The researcher has chosen to include semi-structured focus groups to gain a deeper insight into the participants’ knowledge and feelings towards the interventions available to SEN children. Therefore, this research will use both qualitative and quantitative methods to obtain results. 

Questionnaires will be created using google forms and distributed electronically. Both parents and teachers will be given the same questionnaire to complete. Firstly, the questionnaire will provide participants with a consent form which they will be asked to sign and date to give their consent. Secondly, parents and teachers will be asked to answer questions regarding their demographics (experience, educational level, and socioeconomic status). Participants will then be asked to complete questions regarding their attitudes towards inclusive education. Finally, a debrief form will follow which will inform participants of the aims of the research. Participants will be reminded that their results will be treated with anonymity and the confidentiality. 

To measure parent and teacher attitudes towards inclusive education, a modification of the scale used by Hilbert (2014) will be used. This questionnaire is a Likert-type survey, originally developed by Rafferty, Boettcher and Griffin (2001). The scale consists of four subscales; two which explore the risks and benefits to children with special educational needs and two exploring the risks and benefits to children who do not have any special educational needs. There will be a total of 26 questions within the scale. It was noted that the scale has ‘high internal consistency’ (Hilbert, 2014), with Alpha = .90 for the ‘benefits for children with disabilities’ scale, Alpha = .87 for the ‘risks for children with disabilities’ scale, the ‘benefits for typically developing children’ scale had an Alpha = .83 and the ‘risks for typically developing children’ scored .88. This questionnaire will be scored using a Likert-scale and participants will be given an overall attitude score, not per subscale. Various questions will also need to be reverse scored in order to obtain an attitude score. 

Research - De Boer, Pijl & Minnaert (2010) found that higher socioeconomic status was positively correlated with attitudes towards inclusive education. As well as this, previous research has explored teacher attitudes towards inclusive education and generally teachers have been found to view inclusive education as a positive aspect for both them and their pupils (Kern, 2006). However, Kern (2006) found that teachers believe that there is not adequate support available surrounding interventions for SEN children. In terms of socio-economic status (SES), research has found a significant relationship between SES and parent involvement with inclusive education (Afolabi, Mukhopadhyay and Nenty, 2013).

This research is important as it is paramount to explore the views of parents, as they are a driving force behind children’s views. De Boer, Pijl & Minnaert (2010) found that children of parents who have a more positive attitude towards inclusive education shared the same beliefs as their parents. Research has also noted that the notion of incorporating those with SEN into regular classrooms has a significant influence from parents (Afolabi, Mukhopadhyay and Nenty, 2013). In addition to this, teacher attitudes are just as important. Teachers are the key providers of inclusive education, therefore, their attitudes towards inclusion are crucial (Kern, 2006). This research will provide professionals with the information needed to assist teachers when catering for the needs of SEN children within regular classrooms. Teacher attitudes are paramount for the success or failure of inclusive education (Kern, 2006). 
This research is exclusive as there is very little research surrounding parent and teacher views of the interventions in place for Special Educational Needs children. 
Ethical Consideration - 

This research will be carried out to meet the standards of the BPS Code of Ethics and Conduct. The researcher will take into consideration four ethical principles; respect, competence, responsibility and integrity. 
Informed consent will be asked of all participants before completing the study, they will be reminded that they do not have to participate in the study if they do not wish to do so. Participants will also be debriefed following the study and given the researchers email if they wish to ask any further questions. As well as this, websites that may offer extra advice will be given. The debrief will inform participants of the outcomes and nature of the research, as well as looking at any misconception’s participants may have had. Assistance will be offered if necessary. 
The researcher will have a DBS certificate in order to gain access to schools and the researcher will remain professional and respectful throughout.
All paper copies will be kept confidentially, and participants will be reminded that all information given will remain anonymous. Appropriate information will be recorded, processed and stored confidentially to avoid inadvertent disclosure. All paper copies will be stored, protected by a lock which only the researcher will have access to. 

The researcher will ensure to be respectful to all participants throughout the study, taking into consideration individual, cultural and role differences. In addition, the researcher will ensure that every effort is made to correct, if any, negative outcomes. 
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