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Curriculum Principles in Wales – 
Unpacking the 4 purposes  



PGCE Business and 
Geography  



Link to pedagogical principles:

1. Good teaching and learning maintains a consistent focus on 
the overall purpose of the curriculum

 
6. Good teaching and learning creates authentic contexts for 
learning



Session aims

• Identify and understand the main drivers 
for change and the key components of 
Curriculum for Wales (CfW)

• Start to make links between 
Business/Geography and Curriculum for 
Wales guidance









Dweck – Self Theories 

Incremental Learner Entity Learner

Carol Dweck’s 
Self Theories 
on how 
children view 
themselves as 
learners 



Focusing on your teaching of 
BUSINESS/GEOGRAPHY, make two lists – one 
that includes things you consider will be easy or 
less challenging to you in your PGCE year, and 
the other that you anticipate you’ll find difficult.

Discuss with your partner:
• What reasons do you have for thinking some 

aspects of the course will be easier than others
• Can you talk through some strategies that may 

help with things you think you’ll find 
challenging

Be prepared to feed back to the group.  



Subject 
Audit



Curriculum 
Principles 
in Wales 

What you KNOW What you WANT to 
know 

What you have 
LEARNT

KWL Grid 



Drivers for Change 

• PISA results

• Relative performance in national 
qualifications in Wales

• Estyn reports

• Economic and technological change



Graham Donaldson 

Who is he?  
Why does he matter?





Where does Business/Geography fit in? 



Four purposes of the curriculum
All our children and young people will be:

• Ambitious, capable 
learners

• Enterprising, creative 
contributors

• Ethical, informed citizens

• Healthy, confident 
individuals 





Bringing it all together… 

Use the link below to make notes about the following:

• Summarise each of the 4 purposes into 2 sentences
• Read and make notes about the skills integral to the 4 

purposes 

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/developing-a-vision-for-curriculum-design/#curriculum-design-and-the-four-purposes


Using a relevant website or any other 
appropriate resource, find a 
Business/Geography story you could adapt for 
teaching KS3 or KS4 learners which would 
align with the pedagogical principles featured 
in this session.  Think about possible activities 
you could design and how you may ASSESS 
the work. 





Clue:  Supermarket 



Clue:  Worn  



Clue: Research 



Clue:  Aqua 



Clue:  Group of people 



Clue:  Long term  



Clue: A form of ownership



Clue:  Clear



Clue: Paying workers 



Clue: Where? 



Clue: Money, money, money…

OF









Welsh Government, Curriculum for Wales 
guidance: Curriculum for Wales - Hwb 
(gov.wales)

Donaldson, G (2015).  Successful Futures: 
successful-futures.pdf (gov.wales)   

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf
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