	Target 1
	To follow Harvard Referencing Guidance and not to become too reliant on the text.

	Target 2
	To become more critical in your writing, to support your choices/judgements with supportive and counter arguments throughout your response.



Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.
Professor Graham Donaldson was approached by the Welsh Government in March 2014 and was asked to review the curriculum by attending schools in Wales to assess their teaching and learning. Donaldson agreed to take part because he understood how important it was to every child and how they could benefit from a new curriculum to meet their needs for a brighter future (Welsh Government, 2023). There were meetings across Wales to allow the schools to voice their opinion along with children, parents, and the community (Welsh Government, unknown). After the review, the new curriculum was formed with four new purposes at its centre. The purposes of the new curriculum ethical informed citizens, ambitious, capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, and healthy, confident individuals (Welsh Government, unknown). The four purposes are high expectations to drive young children to have a shared vision and aspiration (Welsh Government, 2023). Pedagogy is known as the heart of the curriculum, pedagogy allows teachers to reflect on teaching strategies and the impact they have on the learners while also exploring new strategies and contexts (Welsh Government, 2023). The new curriculum has introduced 12 pedagogical principles to help reinforce learners’ progression and opportunities within their development. (Welsh Government, 2023). Pedagogy in foundational learning ensures children get the opportunity to develop their experience in their environment, along with their skills, knowledge, and understanding (Welsh Government, 2015). In the new Curriculum for Wales, there are six areas of learning that combine to create a cross-curricular approach and should not be approached as separate subjects when teaching. A cross-curricular approach forms a practical curriculum that engages children in their learning (Welsh Government, 2015). Even with the new curriculum in place, there are still more areas to improve on in practice and in children’s learning within schools (Donaldson, 2015, p. 88). Holistic development is the focus of the new curriculum for foundation learning. The holistic development approach focuses on the child’s physical, emotional, and psychological well-being. This is valuable for the children because it allows teachers to identify the additional support each child may need and to be able to adapt the teaching to the children (Lydia’s Tuition, 2023). When taking a holistic approach to learning, it also allows teachers to follow a child centred approach. A child centred approach means making sure the child is in control of their learning and can make their own decisions about their learning and their future (Lydia’s Tuition, 2023).
 
The first pedagogic principle I will be focusing on is ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches, including direct teaching,’ (referred to as PP1). The PP1 focuses on blending different styles of approaches to teaching, to better children’s understanding. The purpose of this is to use problem solving, creativity, and critical thinking to advance the children’s prior experience and knowledge, which will then create excitement and interest in learning (Glasllwch Primary School, 2023-2024, p. 31). Blended teaching reflects a way of teaching children with a mix of in-class learning and remote learning. During 2020, schools and teachers were faced with a pandemic, which caused Emergency Remote Education to be put in place. ERE was established temporarily for situations that do not regularly occur in an educational environment (Bawler and Girvan, 2022). It is crucial to understand the difference between blended teaching and ERE. ERE was mainly focused on the use of technology as a temporary fix to an irregular problem. Whereas blended teaching is regularly in practice to combine face-to-face learning and learning outside of the classroom environment, which may include visiting local tourist places, learning online, etc. However, for foundation learners, it is not relevant for the child to be able to work independently online. This is arranged to allow children to develop their own learning at their own pace (Hamer and Smith, 2021, p. 18). There are several benefits to the blended teaching approach. It encourages the children to participate and motivates them to develop their performance with their work (Bawler and Girvan, 2022). Blended learning also increases student engagement. However, blended learning takes a long time for a teacher to implement blended learning activities (Bawler and Girvan, 2022). The hybrid style of teaching mixes different types of teaching, including face-to-face, online teaching, group sessions, individual teaching, and whole class teaching (College of DuPage, 2022). Whole class teaching allows children to learn from one another and motivate themselves to get the correct answers. Contrastingly, whole-class activities can also be a disadvantage because they can cause children to be reluctant to participate because they are afraid of the public embarrassment of getting the answer wrong (Tanveer, 2008). On the other hand, students are more confident during group work because it is easier to communicate with the teacher and student. It is also easier to receive help as there are fewer individuals for the teacher to work with (Tanveer, 2008). To implement blended teaching into a child’s learning, at the beginning of a topic such as Victorian times, the teacher could organise a trip to the local museum for the children to physically see and learn about what Victorian times were like and different objects from that time. When the children attend this, they could also learn from the museum staff, who could have a certain range of knowledge about their topic. This means they are not only learning from the teacher in a classroom environment, but they also get the chance to see and learn from other members of their community. The challenge to this can be the cost of travel. The children’s parents may not have the money to afford to pay for transport (Department for Education, 2018, p. 7). Parents making packed lunches are no longer a problem because the government has said all children in primary school are entitled to free school meals to tackle the rising cost of living. This will ensure no child is left hungry (Welsh Government, 2023). Giving the child the opportunity for experimental learning ensures they have a greater understanding of the context to develop their learning (Kong, 2021). When learning about different topics within the classroom, there are several strategies to use other than teaching directly. For example, a teacher could invite a speaker whose knowledge is advanced in the topic they are learning about. This may include someone who was alive when the war was occurring to explain their experience and what went on. Another idea could be to bring in an object that is relevant to a topic. For example, the skeleton allows the children to learn physically by seeing where each bone and organ are. When completing my placement, I will be using group work and class activities as my main strategies because I believe group work is more effective when completed in groups of equal ability, and class activities are also effective because they get every child involved.
The second pedagogic principle I will be discussing is ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest,’ (referred to as PP2). PP2 is linked to the use of resources within the classroom environment to develop a child's learning. There is a selection of resources often used within the foundational learning classroom environment to strengthen children's learning experience. Videos are consistently used in foundational learning because children at a younger age learn better visually to grasp the content (Twinkl, Unknown). Worksheets are another resource you use on a daily basis in foundational learning because they take the pressure off the children who find it difficult with time restrictions, and worksheets also promote active learning (Twinkl, Unknown). To introduce a new topic to a class, presentations are practical because they can be made colourful and include pictures that could keep the children engaged and create interest in the topic (Twinkl, Unknown). When creating a lesson plan, it is essential for teachers to include a variety of strategies to guide children to improve their previous knowledge. It is important for teachers to set students educational goals to allow children to motivate themselves to reach the goal and to keep achieving on previous knowledge. Setting goals for children's learning ensures they are aware of what they need to achieve to improve their education, and it ensures each child has a goal specific to their level of learning (Victoria State Government, 2022). In addition to goal setting, it is also crucial to create success criteria and a learning objective for every set task to ensure the children are aware of the expectations for each task. A success criteria helps a child build on their previous knowledge by understanding what steps they now need to take to improve (Hattie, 2019). Assessments are often used within a foundational learning environment to help the teachers understand what they can do to ensure the children improve their learning. Assessment for learning (AFL) is a strategy used regularly that tells the teacher where the children are in their learning, where they need to go, and how to get there. The AFL strategy can be adjusted to the level of learning and age of the child to enhance their learning (Cambridge Assessment International Education, 2023). There are many benefits to AFL that include enhanced resilience, motivation to improve, and a positive learning environment. However, AFL can cause the child to feel under pressure (Hawthorne, 2022). AFL can be performed in the classroom in three ways, including by asking individuals questions, whole class questions, and peer and self-assessment. Teachers can choose children to answer questions to help them on the spot and provide feedback on their answers, and it also gives teachers the opportunity to give positive reinforcement (Hawthorne, 2022). Whole-class questions ensure teachers can visibly see the children struggling by referring to the learning objectives and seeing which children are not participating (Hawthorne, 2022). The last strategy is peer and self-assessment, which can only be performed correctly if all students understand the learning objective of the task because the children will have to determine what went well and what went even better for themselves or their peers. This is a great method to use, as they can receive help from their fellow peers to improve their previous knowledge. Contrastingly, some children may find it embarrassing for their peers to spot failure (Hawthorne, 2022). Another crucial strategy for teachers to help develop children’s precious knowledge is to reflect on their own teaching to understand the advantages and disadvantages of their focus tasks (Cambridge Assessment International Education, 2019). Teachers can reflect on their own practice by receiving feedback from an observation carried out of their lessons from an outside perspective and student evaluations. The benefit of this is receiving tips on how to improve their teaching from the students themselves and teachers who have experienced other ways of teaching (Cambridge Assessment International Education, 2019). PP2 can be seen within a classroom, in mathematics, building on addition and making different numbers. Teachers can make the numbers bigger to challenge the children and keep them thinking. They could create the same number by using a range of different sums and moving on to subtraction to make different numbers. By advancing these tasks, it can improve the children's previous knowledge.
The third pedagogic principle spoken about in this assignment is ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience,’ (referred to as PP3). PP3 refers to the importance of cross-curricular teaching. To understand this pedagogy principle, it is crucial to have an understanding of what cross-curricular teaching is. Cross-curricular teaching means using all areas of the curriculum and the different subjects to collaborate on one lesson (Welsh Government, 2022). It is evident that by combining the academic subjects together, it allows children to intergrade one subject they might have interests in and another they don’t (MacLean, 2022). This may then create motivation when taking part in the learning because it is something they are passionate about. In the Curriculum for Wales, there are 6 areas of learning and experience. These include expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy, science and technology, and oracy and storytelling (Welsh Government, 2020). The cross-curricular approach is an innovative way for the children to develop their learning and advance their knowledge through stimulating and engaging topics (Welsh Government, 2024). Barns (2015) emphasizes that it is important for children to learn through cross-curricular methods because we experience the world from a cross-curricular perspective by combining all parts of life into one. His opinion also links to Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive development because he believed children learn through social interactions and the environment, they live in. Both of their opinions suggest that teaching with a cross-curricular approach would be effective because it links to the environment, they live in. One of the cross-curricular disadvantages is that teachers are expected to be able to teach beyond their subject knowledge. Another disadvantage is that some teachers may automatically assume that certain subjects are being taught in other lessons, thinking there’s no need to bring those subjects into other lessons. This may then cause the children to not get crucial information from certain subjects. When teaching cross-curricular lessons, it could include taking the children to the nature reserve, where they would be learning about the different habitats of different animals. This focus task would also fall under the Living Things, What Matters statement. The children could act out how they think the animals would sound and the way the animals would act in their habitat. This would be the Creative Arts AoLE. The teacher could provide a tally chart of the animals the children may see. This would fall under the languages, literacy, and communication AoLE because they would need to communicate with each other to understand the names of each animal, and literacy is defined by writing which animals they do see. Mathematics and numeracy would also be linked to this task because the children are required to count the animals, they see to be able to fill out the tally chart. Geography is also linked to the humanities in AoLE because the children are learning about the environment each animal lives in and what materials the habitat is made from. The last AoLE included in this task is health and well-being because the children are learning through the outdoors and exercising by walking around the nature reserve. This task links to PP3 because it includes five AoLEs, meaning it is cross-curricular. It is extremely substantial to include cross-curricular tasks within teaching to motivate the children to develop in all parts of the learning process through stimulating tasks (MacLean, 2022).
 
 
Pedagogy principles are known as the heart of the curriculum (Welsh Government, 2020). Throughout my learning of this assignment, it has proven to be correct. I believe that pedagogy principles are the stabilization of teaching, and they are the framework of every lesson. I also believe it is crucial for every teacher to have an understanding of what each pedagogy principle means to be able to base their lessons on them to enable children to have a better future. To conclude, I will be including the strategies from PP1 in my teaching practice because I believe they will allow my teaching to be of high standards and motivate children to strive to achieve. Throughout my teaching practice, I will also include the assessment of learning strategies because they are beneficial for improving children's previous knowledge by receiving feedback from myself as a teacher, peers in their foundational learning environment, and their own feedback on their learning. PP3 cross-curricular teaching will be my main focus because I believe that bringing different AoLEs into the same task benefits children's learning massively. This is because children struggle in subjects, they have no interest in and lack motivation for. By introducing more than one AoLE, there may be subjects the children are more likely interested in, which can then improve their learning for the subject they are not interested in developing. Overall, my main understanding of this assignment is that pedagogy in teaching practice is significantly essential, and during my placement, I will be ensuring to implement pedagogy into my lesson plans and resources to ensure the best possible learning outcome for the children. At the end of my placement, I will also be using assessment for learning to reflect on my ability to use these strategies in my teaching and assessing myself, as well as peer assessment from my senior mentor.
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