Talestris and Alexander

There are several ancient sources that explore the meeting between Alexander the Great and Talestris the Amazon queen. One is the Historia de Preliis by Leo. This is a popular medieval romantic history of Alexander’s life, first written between 951-968 AD (Hamilton, 1927, p. 113). The history of Alexander by Quintus Curtis Rufus is a Roman text which describes a meeting between Talestris and Alexander. A later medieval version, The Alexandries by Walter of Châtilon, almost exactly follows the text of Quintus Curtis but presents it in the form of an epic poem (Akbari, 2020, p. 101). Clearly Walter of Châtilon based the episode on the Roman version. Leo’s version was based on a Greek Alexander romance written by pseudo-Callisthenes which he translated into Latin (Stoneman, 2004, p. 201).
The main story, that Alexander the Great and Talestris communicated, remains consistent between the texts, however they differ greatly on most aspects of the details. From why they met, to if they met in person. There are differences in the way that the three texts are written: Quintus Curtis writes in third person to narrate Alexander’s story; Walter of Châtilon writes in a poetic prose, whereas the Preliis tells the story via an exchange of letters between the two leaders, which would have been appropriate communication for medieval leaders (Chaplais, 1981).
The story begins with variations of how they met, with the Preliis not having them ever meeting in person and Alexander sending the initial letter, while Talestris is the one to approach in both the other sources where she meets Alexander face-to-face (Curtis, 1946). The number of amazons that either are mentioned, or approach Alexander’s camp vary greatly, Walter of Châtilon writes of her approaching alone, Quintus Curtis mentioned how Talestris arrived with an escort of 300 women, and in the Preliis Talestris writes that the amazon’s number two hundred and fourteen thousand women (Leo, 1992). The weapons that Talestris use are mostly consistent between the sources with all three stating that she uses two spears or lances in her right hand, as well as both the Alexandries and the historia de Preliis mentioning a quiver or arrows. Both Châtilon and Quintus Curtis describe how the Amazons sear off one breast to help them with using their weaponry, while the other is left to aid in rearing children, the two sources also detail how the Amazons dress in such a way that reveals the left side of their chests and only goes down to the knee (Châtilon, 1996). These two sources also comment on Alexander being unattractive and having a “meagre body” (Châtilon, 1996), whereas the Preliis does not comment on any appearances. 
The intentions of the exchanges between Alexander and Talestris are very different between the sources. The Preliis shows them conversing about whether Talestris will surrender to Alexander or if they will have to fight, as he aims to conquer the Amazon’s land as he has already done to many other areas (Leo, 1992). However, in the other two sources Talestris approaches Alexander with the proposition of siring a child from him, the terms being that if it is a girl she keeps it and if a boy she would send it to Alexander (Curtis, 1946). In both the texts Alexander agrees and they spend thirteen days together before she leaves back into the forest (Chatilon, 1996).
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