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Landscape Characterization
	This is a landscape characterisation of Llanllyr, in the Aeron Valley, near Talsan. Llanllyr is 5 kilometres from Talsarn, low in the valley, on the otherside of the west flowing river Aeron (Coflein, n.d.).  It is a place of history, having excavations from many time periods, uncovering a Cistercian nunnery (Murphy & Wilson, 2015), Mesolithic flint flakes and a neolithic, polished stone ax (Portalis, 2023). This Characterisation will focus on the Mesolithic time period.

Figure 1
Talsarn Village, Ceredigion
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(Coflein, n.d.)
The excavation at Llanllyr takes place in the fields of a farmland used for sheep and cattle. The area is green and marshy and once gave place to lake Felinfach, created from glacial meltwater following the last ice age (Brummage et al., 2023).
Glacier Importance
The Aeron valley was formed from the journey of a melting glacier traveling to the sea. When the sea level is low, the water flows its course to the sea more quickly, cutting through more soil and sediment. As the sea level rises the water flows more slowly through the flood planes and leaves more sediment. As this repeats, the water cuts away at the gravel on the flood planes and creates terraces on either side where early man settled (Wood, 1975). There have been several phases of glaciation in the earth’s history. The valleys have been formed over time through repetitive phases of warmer and cooler climates. The fluctuation causes times of slower and faster traveling water because of the height of the sea level.


Figure 2
Aeron Valley Topography
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(Bates, n.d.)

The warmer climate caused a rise in sea level. As the ice melted from the higher ground it created valleys through erosion and the water emptied to the sea causing its level to rise and flooding the banks and the woodlands the hunter gatherers once utilized as hunting grounds. Where there used to be lakes in the valleys, they too emptied out into the sea. What caused the lake level to lower. as the glaciers where depleted and their content drained into the sea, there would no longer be a source of that size to supply the waters to the lake. Perhaps the wetlands dried out during a drought, but was the drought at the end of the lake’s presence in the valley? The effect would cause an inverse of utilization of their spaces. Where once there were lakes and wetlands to fish from, it became relatively dry and more suitable for land animals. Where once they hunted red deer, roe deer, and other woodland animals, became submerged and would have become a place to fish. These changes in the landscape would have had a major impact on the peoples relying on the land and its resources. Their sources of food, their processes and places for hunting and gathering would have been vastly affected as their food sources could no longer sustain themselves in the areas they previously could. 
Mesolithic Finds
Mesolithic sites and finds are more difficult to come by as there is generally less evidence of their presence. They didn’t have large settlements like later periods, nor would they have had a lot of material culture to transport around as they moved. Also, much of the area of Mesolithic activity, especially in the Ceredigion Bay is now covered by the rise in sea level from the deglaciation (Brummage et al., 2023). Most of the little evidence found is that of flint flakes.
There are a small number of Mesolithic sites in Ceredigion Bay and possibly along the Aeron river course in Llanerchaeron (Brummage et al., 2023). There was a diagnostic microlith found in trench 10 at Llanllyr (Portalis 2023). Flint is not found naturally in the Aeron Valley, it’s naturally found in chalk and would possibly have come from the coast of Ireland, meaning that any flint found in the Aeron Valley had to be carried in by people (Bates, personal communication, 17/4/24). There were two different colors of flakes found in Llanllyr, a caramel brown color and a white color even in the same trench, trench 10 (N). This indicates that there were at least 2 different nodules of flint being knapped, whether at the same time or different times is unsure. It is believed that the site at Llanllyr was only a place the Mesolithic peoples worked for short periods of times as there is no evidence otherwise. This is likely a place the people traveled to fish and hunt fowl (Portalis film, 2023).


 
Figure 3
Mesolithic sites and spot finds
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