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[bookmark: _Toc1496239255]Introduction

Community understanding is critical now, not just for our mental and spiritual well-being, but also for the future of our children and, therefore, for humanity's existence. As you are aware, the world is facing a slew of global environmental issues that are wreaking havoc on the biosphere and human existence in worrisome ways that may soon become irreversible. The major challenge of our day is to build sustainable communities, or social and cultural settings in which we can meet our needs without affecting future generations' aspirations.

[bookmark: _Toc114842990]Planning and Designing Community Engagement
This chapter provides an overview of frameworks that might assist organizations in determining the capability required to enable community involvement. It contains a collection of testable hypotheses regarding needed capability. The frameworks were created by combining the structural capacities required for any effort, as identified by: (1) the nine principles of community engagement, (2) community coalition action theory and (3) the constituency development framework.
[bookmark: _Toc359512912]Principle of Community Engagement

1.Make it clear what the engagement project's aim or goals are, as well as the demographics and/or groups you want to include.
2. Learn about the culture, economics, social networks, political and power structures, norms and beliefs, demographic trends, history, and experiences with outside groups seeking to engage the community in various activities. Learn about the views of those who are just getting started with community involvement projects.
3. Visit the community, create relationships, build trust, cooperate with formal and informal leadership, and seek commitment from community groups and leaders to construct community mobilization processes.
4. Remember and accept that everyone in a community has a duty and a right to collective self-determination. No outside entity should assume it has the capacity to provide a community with the ability to act in its own self-interest.
5. To effect change and promote health, it is important to collaborate with the community.
6. The community's diversity must be recognised and appreciated in all aspects of community engagement. Awareness of the different cultures of the community, as well as other elements influencing diversity, must be considered while planning, designing, and implementing strategies to engage a community.
7. Community engagement can only be sustained through recognising and mobilising community assets and strengths, as well as developing the community's competency and resources to make decisions and act.
8. Individuals and organizations wishing to engage a community must be willing to relinquish control of actions or interventions to the community and be flexible enough to satisfy its changing demands. (Broom G. Casey S. Ritchey J., 2000)
9. Community involvement necessitates a long-term commitment from the engaged organisation and its partners.  (Alison Gilchrist, 2009) (National Standards for Community Engagement. 2016) (Broom G. Casey S. Ritchey J., 2000).
[image: ]
Figure nr:1, Plantlife charity organization
Source: https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk



[bookmark: _Toc1233242443]History
It was established in 1989. Professor David Bellamy was the organization's first president. HRH the Prince of Wales is its patron, Philip Mould OBE is its president, and Professor David Hill CBE is its chairman. Rachel De Thame, an English gardener and television presenter, is its vice-president. Ian Dunn is the CEO, taking over from Marian Spain in 2020.
[bookmark: _Toc2034775305]What is Plantlife?
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   Figure nr:2, Plantlife charity organization
Source: https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk


Plantlife is concerned with broader environmental concerns such as clean air and water, carbon emissions, and resource usage as a conservation organisation.
Wild plants and other species can be harmed directly or indirectly by pollution, mining and quarrying, and climate change.
 As a result, we are dedicated to working on methods that reduce Plantlife's environmental effect. We have rules in place to assist us make the best decisions in our offices, on the job, and on the road, and we encourage our employees, trustees, and volunteers to do the same. Even if it may be more expensive at times, we feel it is the correct thing to do in the long term. All our wildlife relies on wildflowers, plants, and fungus for survival, and their color and character brighten our landscapes. This valuable natural asset, however, is at risk of being lost if we do not intervene. Plantlife is a British conservation organization that works on a national and worldwide scale to protect endangered wildflowers, plants, and fungus. Across England, Scotland, and Wales, we possess approximately 4,500 acres of nature reserve. HRH The Prince of Wales is our Patron, and we have 11,000 members and supporters.
Why is it required?
Plants are the cornerstone of our ecosystems and environments. We previously lacked a good gauge of changes in plant populations across the country, in contrast to other species groupings that have been observed by individuals for many years. Understanding the consequences of rising stresses on our wild plants, populations, and ecosystems is a major undertaking. However, the Plantlife's expanding and remarkable dataset is allowing us to examine these consequences.
How does it function?
Because this is a scientific study, you will be assigned a handy 1km square to visit at random. During the visit, plant 'indicator species' are recorded in plots. Within your 1km area, you will record around 5 semi-natural habitat patches. Check out the squares that are currently available near you! Alternatively, if you are logged in to your Plantlife account, go to the 'Request a square' page.
Who is eligible to participate?
Anyone who is interested in nature and can recognise plants or is eager to learn. Different degrees of engagement guarantee that everyone who is interested may take part: you don't have to be an experienced botanist. Each environment will simply require you to identify 25-30 'indicator species.' These are unique species that have been specifically chosen to allow us to monitor changes in the countryside.
How do I become involved?
Please check the 'How to Get Involved' page for additional information on how to participate in the Plantlife; you may also email support@plife.org.uk if you have a question that is not covered in the documentation. A basic description of the process is also provided by the Plantlife flow diagram. We also offer a list of Plantlife Mentors that may help you in your area.

[bookmark: _Toc2137522024]Plantlife Nature Reserves
Plantlife owns the following nature reserves:
· Queendown Warren, Kent
· Ranscombe Farm, Kent
· Thompson Meadow, North Yorkshire
· Winskill Stones, North Yorkshire
· Seaton Meadows, Rutland
· Skylark Meadows, Somerset
· Side Farm Meadows, Staffordshire
· Winks Meadow, Suffolk
· Furnace Meadow and Brick Kiln Rough, West Sussex
· Stockwood Meadows, Worcestershire
· Upton Ham, Worcestershire
· Long Herdon and Grange Meadows, Buckinghamshire
· Cae Blaen-dyffryn, Carmarthenshire
· Greena Moor, Cornwall
· Augill Pasture, Cumbria
· Deep Dale, Derbyshire
· Ryewater Farm, Dorset
· Caeau Tan y Bwlch, Gwynedd
· Davies Meadows, Herefordshire
· Joan's Hill Farm, Herefordshire
· The Lugg Meadows, Herefordshire
[bookmark: _Toc2049029346]County Flowers competition
Plantlife held a competition in 2002 to pick county flowers for all counties in the United Kingdom. The public was encouraged to vote for the bloom that best represented their county. The list was established in 2004. Although some have been disputed, all have remained in place to date. The county flower of Norfolk was the one exception: Alexanders initially won the poll. However, an Eastern Daily Press-led effort was successful in obtaining a change to the poppy, which was thought to be more representational.
[bookmark: _Toc978815743]The Back from the Brink programmes
Plantlife's "Back from the Brink" initiative began in 1991. Its goal was to concentrate conservation efforts on some of Britain's most endangered plant species. It began with vascular plants and was later expanded to include lower plants and fungi. As of 2006, the programme encompassed 101 species. The programme included survey work to collect information about these species' populations, population monitoring to identify change over time and the factors that influence it, research into the species' ecological requirements, and site management work to maintain or restore habitat conditions suitable for these species. The initiative has steadily extended to encompass a considerably wider number of species since 2008, in response to the release of both the UK Red List and the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. To effectively conserve an ever-expanding list of rare species, attention will be focused on ecosystems, where it is believed that suites of species would respond.
[bookmark: _Toc1760769235]Important Plant Habitats
Plantlife announced the creation of 150 Important Plant Areas (or IPAs) across the UK in 2007. These regions were chosen because of their internationally significant wild plant populations. Since then, they have been actively increasing awareness of these biologically significant areas and advocating for their long-term protection and enhancement using an 'ecosystem-based' conservation approach. National conservation organizations such as the RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts have approved the IPA programme, as have UK government entities such as Natural England, Scottish Natural Heritage, and the Countryside Council for Wales. The international team at Plantlife has had some success in extending the concept internationally.
[bookmark: _Toc1743704960]Function
Plantlife's main operations in the United Kingdom include managing 4,500 acres (18 km2) of rare and significant plant habitats as nature reserves, lobbying and campaigning in favor of wild plant protection, and organizing surveys to generate public interest in wild plants. Plantlife contributes to the yearly National Plant Monitoring Survey as well as the "Back from the Brink" rare species protection initiative. It was a founding partner in HRH Prince Charles' Coronation Meadows project. Although Plantlife's primary focus is on plants, it is also active in the protection of fungus. The organisation also has an international programme that includes programmes in the Himalayas and East Africa on medicinal plant conservation and sustainable usage. 
[bookmark: _Toc1623026208]Project Partners
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[bookmark: _Toc644281471]External links


[image: ]https://www.facebook.com/LovePlantlife/
[image: ]https://www.instagram.com/plantlife.loveplants/
[image: ]https://twitter.com/Love_plants


[bookmark: _Toc1165756592]Conclusion
Conservation efforts are happening all throughout the world. We will never be able to cover them all, but with your assistance, we will be able to identify and share some of the most important, fascinating, and vital. Please contact us from wherever you are on the globe. The issues that biodiversity faces across the world are similar. Population growth, together with advances in agriculture, industry, and urbanization, are straining the planet's natural resources to the breaking point. Forests are cut down and replaced with crops or livestock, while mountains and moors become underground mines. Global plant conservation is in severe need. Structure is responding to this need through several treaties, like the Convention on Biological Diversity, which have been signed by many member nations.
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