From a global perspective and referring to local and global policies, critically discuss barriers to engagement in Education for children in one country of your choice. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK

“Everyone, as a member of society, is entitled to realization …of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality” (Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948). Every child throughout the world should be entitled to an education this is why engagement for education is such an important subject. As the united nations convention for rights of the child states in article 28 “‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this” ( UNCRC, 1989 ), every child is entitled to an education not only children in the United Kingdom but every child across the globe. However, this in not always possible as children are facing many barriers to an education such as poverty, gender inequality, poor facilities, religious and cultural beliefs and child marriage. Looking on a global scale at two countries in particular to compare the barriers these children face to education, Ghana which is in the sub region of north Africa compared to the education for children in the United Kingdom.

“nearly 623,500 children of primary school age are still not enrolled in primary school and one out of four children in the kindergarten age range (from four to five years of age) are not in pre-school. Girls from northern Ghana average only four years of education, three years less than the national average. And 20% of children with physical disabilities are not attending school, according to the 2010 national census” ( UNICEF, 2013 ). Gender issues are a big barrier to education particularly in Ghana it is clear that girls do not have the same opportunities compared to girls in the United Kingdom. Whilst Ghana had an 84% Net Enrolment Rate in basic school and had reached gender parity in classrooms in 2011 ( UNICEF, 2013 ) and they are not providing an appropriate education for all of their children, as children with disabilities are also not enrolled in schools. The school facilities also impact on the number of girls enrolled in and attending school regularly, as the sanitation and water provided is not to a good standard therefore making it more difficult to attend school due to personal hygiene issues particular during menstruation. Gender also becomes a barrier within the families of the children as well, given that boys are more higher members in families therefore they are given education opportunities first, Where the girls are at home taking care of the home. This is when child marriage and pregnancy can also become an issue, it is a profound manifestation of gender inequality. Between 2008 and 2011 child marriage in Ghana in creased from 25.9% to 27% ( UNICEF, 2015 ) and it is affecting girls more than boys as only 5% of boys in Ghana are married as a child compared to the 27% of girls ( UNICEF, 2015 ). “ The twentieth century has been called the ‘ century of the child’ and saw the emergence of children as the focus of national and international policy concern with numerous international treaties and agreements focused on children being formulated ( Creagn and Cuthbert, 2014) the rights of children are important as is their education and it would seem the idea of these legislations were to alleviate the barriers these children are faced with. The united nations convention on the rights of the child (1989) was provided as a legislation that looked at the modern standards of child development, education as well as child protection. Article 28 on the united nations convention on the rights of the child stated that “ Every child has the right to an education”( UNCRC, 1989 ) meaning both girls and boys which is not happening in countries like Ghana where as in the UK whilst there still is a slight education gap girls are given the same opportunities as boys, there are not faced with the same barriers in regards to their gender like girls in Ghana. The declaration Geneva (1924) stated that every child must be given the means need for the normal development and where there is gender inequality girls in particular are not being given the means for their normal development as they are being deprived of an education and the skills to achieve their full potentials.


[bookmark: _GoBack]‘A [….] criticism of the UNCRC is the view of childhood and families which favours an ethnocentric, Western First World perspective which expects that parents will prioritise education over work and does not recognise the decisions poor families must make around their children’s education and the need for survival’ (Edwards, 2015: 69) in Ghana working and farming takes precedence over education therefore the united nations convention on the rights of the child does not meet the needs of the children there as if they are unable to farm then they do not eat or earn a living and it is not just one or two children that will suffer it is a whole community.  The African charter (1990) was put in force in 1999 as it met the needs of all African children more appropriately as it addressed things such as the fact that every child has a right to an education ( Article 11 ) however it also addressed the issue that every child had the right to adequate food and clean water (Article 14 ) ( Ekundayo, 2015 )which brings us back the barrier of poverty. It has a big impact on all children and families and whilst there is poverty within the United Kingdom the poverty faced by these communities in Ghana is much more significant. Even though as a country they have been able to reduce their poverty rate from 56.2% to 21.4% between 1991 and 2012 which in by half there is still a clear poverty issue within the country which is impacting on the communities in particular the children ( World bank, 2015 ), however “according to the newly released “Poverty Reduction in Ghana: Progress and Challenges,” report, sustained poverty reduction requires a commitment to reducing inequality and improving access to opportunities for all citizens” which shows that as a country Ghana are aware of the barriers that their citizens face and how to help to sustain the poverty reduction. The save the children fund which was established in ( 1991 ) was devised in order to provide relief to countries facing famine and poverty ( Cregan and Cuthbert, 2014 ) and has helped and continues to help support countries like and including Ghana to reduce the poverty that they face. The is poverty within the United Kingdom but it does not seem to be creating a barrier to education as the children in the United Kingdom do not have to farm their own food and work in order to eat let alone survive, it is a daily fight for survival for these children. Compared to Ghana the United Kingdom has a lot of strategies and support in place to combat poverty effectively so that it does not impact the education children are receiving, there are grants known as deprivation grants given to schools within deprived areas of the United Kingdom who are affected by poverty which are used by schools to support these pupils specifically. As farming is the main income for Ghana communities all work together in doing this including children which means families prefer to keep the children home and educate them on the way of the family business rather than a formal education and the children follow the instructions of their family as within their country it is considered rude to disrespect and not follow the instructions given to them, looking again at the African charter it states in Article 31: Children have responsibilities towards their families and societies, to respect their parents, superiors and elders, to preserve and strengthen African cultural values in their relation with other members of their communities which seems a completely different way of life to the united kingdom. “Going forward, to realize its full potential Ghana must continue the stabilization program undertaken in 2014, with a sustained commitment to fiscal discipline. Additional priorities are to continue developing workers' skills, support further structural transformation, and expand the safety nets and income opportunities for large share of the population still living in poverty” ( World bank, 2015 ) stabilization is the key to reducing this barrier to education for children to a minimum , whilst progress has been made communities working together has a great impact.

The facilities available for education in Ghana also prevent a barrier to education for children as the facilities are less than adequate. Whilst education is compulsory in Ghana for two years of nursery plus six of primary or basic school and 90% of children in Ghana are now in school and education is free but there as still the basic costs for families which is the same for the United kingdom as well as Ghana as the cost of uniform and equipment is costly and in Ghana particularly this is money that these families do not have to spare and if they do have some money to pay for these items due to the large size of families in Ghana they are unable to provide uniform and equipment for all of the children to attend school ( The Guardian, 2015 ). However not having enough schools to facilitate all children as class sizes are between 100 and 200 pupils compared to the United Kingdome where the average class size is 30 to 40 children at the most. “Government, unions and NGOs agree the main problem is lack of resources – classrooms, teachers, toilets, computers, paper – with financial pressures increasing, and the share of funding provided by international donors shrinking each year” ( The Guardian, 2015 ) this shows the main barriers in facilities that restrict the children in receiving an education, also taking into account of individual learning needs of the children such as visual or hearing impairments and disabilities, as it is impossible to cater for all children due to the lack of funding, support and facilities. Compared to the United Kingdom where the facilities are to of a high standard and teachers are educated themselves at a university level , also children with learning impairments or disabilities are also given the correct support to engage in education and the correct funding is provided to allow for extra staff such as Learning Support Assistants. “Ghana has a 6-3-4 formal education structure that has been in place since 2010. “Ghana has a 6-3-4 formal education structure that has been in place since 2010” ( EPDC, 2014 ) this means that their schooling system is split into primary school where the children start at the age of 6 and there are 6 grades to this part of the education system, then the secondary education is split into another two cycles with the first cycle consisting of the grades and the second of four grades ( EDPC, 2014 ). Pupils sit through two examination periods in secondary education in order to gain basic education qualifications, comparing this to the United Kingdom where children begin their primary education at the age of three years old, but it is compulsory for five years old. They sit tests at key stage  one and key stage 2 before progressing on to secondary education which consists of 5 years compulsory education where they then sit GCSE exams in their final two years before deciding whether to proceed with higher education such as A level and university education. There is a clear difference between the education provided in Ghana and the education provided in the United Kingdom, however there are also some similarities as the general grade system for compulsory education is fairly similar though it is fair to say the qualifications achieved in the United Kingdom hold more of a weight in regards of education standards.

To conclude it is clear that there is a big difference in barriers children face to an education in Ghana and the United Kingdom, where Ghana are still a poor country even though they are classed as low middle income country as a result of the work they have done to reduce their poverty , the United kingdom is a high income country with the means to support their children’s education more appropriately. It is fair to say that poverty is the biggest barrier children in Ghana face to education as it creates a lot of other barriers as well , poor facilities and inadequate schools and lack of equipment are a direct result of not being a rich country, which in turn creates a direct barrier for girls to receiving an education. “Going forward, to realize its full potential Ghana must continue the stabilization program undertaken in 2014, with a sustained commitment to fiscal discipline. Additional priorities are to continue developing workers' skills, support further structural transformation, and expand the safety nets and income opportunities for large share of the population still living in poverty” ( World bank, 2015 ), Ghana however are moving in the right direction in reducing their poverty from a while community approach, which in the long term could reap great benefits for everyone because if poverty is reduced then they will be able to give their children better schools and facilities as well as highly qualified teachers which will benefit everyone. Gender inequality is also still a big issue in Ghana whilst it is an issue across the world in every country including the United Kingdom there are steps in place within the  United Kingdom to combat this compared to Ghana where child marriage whilst illegal is still currently a problem ( UNICEF, 2015 ). As the united nations convention for rights of the child states in article 28 “‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this” ( UNCRC, 1989 ) it would seem Ghana are on the right track to achieving this article for all of their children as they do have free compulsory education the issue is Ghanaian families are large with an average for four children per family and living in poverty does not enable them to buy uniform to send all of the children to school.  The way forward to reduce these barriers to education in Ghana to allow their children the same opportunities and support that children in the United Kingdom receive would be to support Ghana economically as a country with the support from initiatives like fair trade Ghana can become a more profitable country, they have already received help from the fair trade initiative therefore allowing “The farmers to invest in  the Fairtrade Premium into projects to bring clean water to local communities, mobile healthcare facilities, workshops to increase their yields and others to stop child labour” (fair trade, 2014). With clear support from governments the aim would be to reduce the barriers the children are facing to education would be significantly reduced, therefore improving the enrolment and attendance level of the children in schools with a hopeful successful assessment rate as well for all children. 
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