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Blaenavon developed around an ironworks, which opened in 1788 and is now part of a museum. The steel and coal mining industries followed, raising the town's population to more than 20,000 at one time, but after the ironworks closed in 1900 and the coal mine closed in 1980, the population has decreased, and now consists mostly of older people. ("Blaenavon - Wikishire", 2020)
 Blaenafon was once known as the famous mining town of wales, Blaenavon Settlement 's historic landscape area is centred on the limits of the regularly planned ironworks and colliery settlement, a company settlement, established to serve the Blaenavon Company ironworks and nearby pits of the 1850's. The earliest housing was given the functional names A, B , C, D and E Lines, which are seen along with Clapham Terrace and Oxford Terrace Coity House (listed: Grade II), built shortly after 1860, was previously used as the house of a manager of the Blaenavon Company. The paired detached houses are of interest: Ark House (now known as Beech House) and Oak House; typical of houses occupied by managers or foremen of the works. Though Zion Baptist chapel is also worthy of notice ("Blaenavon HLCA012", 2020)
The established regular grid layout remained true to further development from the late nineteenth century. This terrace development included Oxford Terrace, Coity Terrace and Gething Terrace, and a school. Around 1920 a powerhouse was built and in 1934 a Welfare Hall was constructed. Today, apart from the addition of Griffith's Court built after the demolition of A and B Rows in the 1970s and a few detached prefabricated dwellings along the fringes, the settlement is little changed. ("Blaenavon HLCA012", 2020)
By the late 1980s Blaenavon was essentially a dormitory town with boarded-up shops lining the once prosperous streets. (2020)
The economy of Blaenavon never fully recovered from the instability of the 1920s and 1930s Great Depression. The city of Blaenavon, still heavily dependent on the coal industry, continued to decline despite numerous efforts to diversify the city's economy in the years following the end of World War II. When the British coal industry collapsed in the late twentieth century, thousands of coalminers around the country were made redundant. As other coalfield cities, Blaenavon was unable to adjust to the changing economic situation, and thus lost its meaning. The loss of industry resulted in a population decline and the rapidly ageing population of Blaenavon by the end of the century stood below 6,000 people, less than half of what it was some eighty years before. The city's plight was clear, the deteriorating dormitory city with its embedded buildings epitomised the negative image of a struggling post-industrial city Since the late 1960s, attempts had been made to reverse the decline of the town but they appeared to be piecemeal and achieved only minimal or short-lived success. Importantly, however, in 1974 Blaenavon Ironworks was put under state security, and in 1983 Big Pit, the last coalmine from Blaenavon, was reopened as a museum. A gradual reassessment of Blaenavon 's industrial heritage allowed a heritage-led approach to resolving the town's economic problems. In the 1980s, innovative ideas and initiatives to focus on tourism were made, but a lack of enthusiasm and commitment meant that the plans had not been realised for several years. ("Regeneration - Blaenavon World Heritage Site", 2020)
A public consultation exercise in 1997 showed the Blaenavon people to be ashamed of their town centre. The unattractive, rundown town had very little to draw tourists and it was also a miserable place for residents to stay. In recent years millions of pounds have been invested in Blaenavon's commercial and residential areas, significantly improving the town's appearance and character. In 1984, the town centre was declared a protected area and there was a need for compassionate renovation of the town buildings. Derelict buildings such as the former Blaenavon Council Offices and the former St. Peter's School have been thoroughly restored and put to good use, serving as the current Blaenavon Library and the Blaenavon World Heritage Centre, respectively, in educational positions. Property enhancement grants have allowed substantial improvements to the homes of citizens while maintaining or restoring historic features such as sash windows, chimney stacks, doors, letterboxes and traditional rendering. New buildings constructed in and around the town were constructed in style, 'mixing in' with the existing surrounding buildings. ("Regeneration - Blaenavon World Heritage Site", 2020)
 From a recent trip to Blaenavon it was apparent that the town was worn out and that the larger towns in the surrounding areas had taken over, offering employment and better conditions for stores, houses, schools and even entertainment. Speaking to residents in the area it was said by many that Blaenavon was bypassed by visitors who attend the big pit, as there was nothing in the town to offer, no entertainment, no community spirit anymore, they don’t live they just exist. 
In the 20th century, the collapse of the Welsh coal and steel industries led to thousands of people leaving Blaenavon to look elsewhere for jobs. Economic and social change meant Blaenavon suffered, with the closure of many stores, factories, public houses and chapels. By the end of the twentieth century, some of the town’s historic buildings were demolished and many shops and buildings were boarded-up. 
The Blaenavon Industrial Landscape was recognised as global in 2000, and became a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Since inscription, attempts have been made to revive the local economy by promoting tourism and restoring historic buildings. ("A Town of Lost Hopes and a Future from the Past? - Blaenavon World Heritage Site", 2020)
Blaenavon 's population peaked at more than 12,000 in 1921, but gradually decreased to around 6,000 to the present-day figure. Blaenavon has had a verified past and the area, like so many in the South Wales Valleys, has fallen into decline with the loss of heavy industry. Nevertheless, the area's heritage was recognised with the granting of a World Heritage Status for its true worth in November 2000. This recognition provides a significant opportunity for the region's future economy, (2020)
Blaenavon has some distinguishing and beautiful landscape which with the right idea, and support and funding could make the town come alive once more.
 The regeneration aim is to provide a long-lasting solution in the form of sustainable new communities. This also involves looking at a location's and its economy's needs and concerns and working with all interested stakeholders to identify current and future issues. The result should be an economically deliverable project, but also tailored to serve the local community. Any regeneration plan needs to look at the problems that may have been responsible for deterioration in an area to begin with. According to the British Urban Regeneration Association, regeneration will lead to "resolving urban problems and ... bringing about a permanent change in an area's cultural, physical, social and environmental state." Projects can be large and dynamic and have no single agency to execute. Successful completion of urban regeneration includes confidence and patience-based relationships, the ability to engage with local concerns, and versatility in solutions. ("What is urban regeneration? – RG Group", 2020)
 Regeneration is the interventions stopping the fall and also stopping the declines and making a place for ordinary people and businesses who do not have the appetite to invest and locate and set up businesses. Regeneration takes away the years of wasted lives; wasted opportunities and waste output that occurs if we just let events take their natural course: it shortens the period between decline and rise again – if ever the rise comes. And, of course, proper regeneration is about places, people, economy and climate that are all interconnected and treated in a holistic way. (&rarr;, 2020)
 With such beautiful landscape and fields and mountains there is so much open space,  there is so much that could be done to regenerate Blaenavon and turn it into a thriving town again,  the landscape, town, big pit and steel works could be incorporated into one massive regeneration idea.
 Blaenavon, the World Heritage Site 's largest settlement, is situated on the south-western slope of the Blorenge range, at the edge of the Afon Lwyd, the easternmost valley in South Wales. The village lies mainly between 310 m and 370 m. Above sea level, which is unique in the Valleys as a single definable settlement not connected by urban valley sprawl, and for having main commercial streets running up the slope of the hill and not parallel to the valley. Blaenavon Town and Forge side, Varteg and Cwmavon, the smaller settlements owe their history to coal and iron, and later to steel. (2020)
First part of  the concept is to build an educational camping centre along the Blaenavon hillside, this will be the first step towards regeneration, schools, colleges, universities and even the public will be able to access the camping centre even foreign schools and  day trippers will be welcome to take part and  enjoy the experience of the centre. The education centre will also have a range of outdoor activities to do as well, an assault course, climbing wall, zip wire, and all the traditions of camping, with a picnic area and an area for everyone to gather with a camp fire, to talk about how they found their learning day or to just relax and make some new friends .it's not all about the history and learning, but also a way to keep active, fit and healthy. The camp would be situated on the hills near the lake, studying the history of Blaenavon, the steelworks, the mines and why it is part of the World Heritage Centre will be the key aim of the educational centre, it would also involve days of restoration, where the campers will spend a day in the life of a miner or a steel worker, The campers would have a thorough in sight into how life was lived back in the days of the steelworks and mines, how they would be transported back to an age of long ago, how they would eat and probably sleep like the workers of long ago ,they would be issued clothing that was worn by the worker's back in time, how this would offer hands on the experience that no book or video could ever teach; The atmosphere of the camp will bring people together, allowing them to appreciate and learn and creates memories that last one life. and, possibly a small wage that would then need to be used to purchase their rations from the shops down in the town.
There were many stores, restaurants, and public houses in Blaenavon. Grocers, butchers, stationers, pawnbrokers, jewellers, watchmakers, draperies, bootmakers, shoemakers, sweetshops, and chemists were among the stores. ("Shops and Businesses - Blaenavon World Heritage Site", 2020)
The first aspect of the concept of regeneration would also provide opportunities to the people of the Blaenavon area, because they had already lived their lives and would be the best people to teach others the fundamentals and skills they needed and used to work the mines and steel works; learning hands are so much more effective for the student and it also gives the workers a chance to share their experiences too. The next stage of regeneration would concentrate on the main street in the town of Blaenavon,
 a collective effort will have to be made to reopen shops such as butchers, bakers, fishermen, to name but a few, these will all be local people, so it works economically for the town, the main street played a massive part of the community before the closure of the mine jeopardised not only the miners, but also their family's and the local businesses, bringing this street alive again with local trades men would be a huge boost to the community as far too many people have no option but to  travel farther away for necessities.  as these shops will also be in cooperated in the days of re-enactment, It would also offer jobs to the area, as well as many memories of how the town was for them, and it would also be a fantastic opportunity for the people of Blaenavon who had lost their loved ones to join the group and make friends, and for ex-miner wives to join in.
The third aspect of the restoration will be around the lake, including water sports, water fishing, kayaking, diving, jet skiing, rowing boats, windsailing to name a few, the educational centre will use it to give lessons in various activities and some enjoyable time after a few days of studying. With a small campground for tents and caravans too spacious for a holiday or a few days of relaxation, a small café will be built using materials found on the hills and made from local materials, run by local community groups and sell small snacks and drinks,
Camps have placed more focus in recent years on what the experts in the field of learning development have been thinking about the learners needs today. Camp activities and community living in a natural environment are the methods used to build camp communities that ensure productive, balanced growth and a place where a daily criterion for having fun is.
The Blaenavon World Heritage Site has received a share of an investment of £8.6 m from the National Lottery to help protect the industrial heritage of the UK. 
For a project to help redevelop the town centre and develop Blaenavon as a World Heritage Site and a tourist destination, Torfaen Council has been awarded £ 1.2 m. 
The funding will enable the Council to deliver a Townscape Heritage Program that will help local Broad Street-based property owners make heritage-based improvements to their properties, enhancing the town centre's look and feel to make it a more attractive place to go and do business. "The little town of Blaenavon and its people played such an important role in the industrial revolution and the growth of the modern world, and this investment will ensure that we can keep their legacy and the history of the town alive for future generations and have a lasting effect on the area."
One of those first challenges is the local community 's fear of gentrification. Indeed, the gentrification debate is often hard to escape. Residents will be worried about driving out businesses, becoming unaffordable housing and losing their community's identity. The problem in resolving this should not be whether the investment should be approved or rejected; rather it is how it should be handled to strengthen the current society. Early contact, consultation and cooperation between the group and all stakeholders are crucial to doing regeneration work. Understanding and listening to the local group is crucial-this will help build a tailor-made regeneration strategy rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. Developers need to be realistic in that profitability needs to be matched with what can be achieved. Otherwise, there will be no development and they will have more to worry about than just keeping gentrification at bay. Efficient regeneration projects need complete community engagement and collaborating with all stakeholders and making use of their respective skills and strengths. Transport connexions can revitalise and foster growth across major global cities in key areas. The most ambitious projects are neither strictly public nor private; rather, they are a combination of both as broader society, with each group based on the ultimate objective of making our cities more desirable and prosperous. ("Urban regeneration in the UK", 2020)
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