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1. A person is guilty of theft under Section 1 Theft Act 1968 which states: 

 ‘A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property, belonging to another, with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it.’ 

In order to establish an offence of theft each of the five elements of the offence must be proved, these are:
 Dishonestly 
 Appropriates 
 Property 
 Belonging to another 
 Intention to permanently deprive.

Explain the elements ‘Dishonesty’ and ‘Belonging to Another’             
Dishonesty is where a reasonable person would consider the actions of the defendant to be dishonest and where the defendant knew that the crime committed would be viewed as dishonest by those standards. An example of being dishonest would be the case of Ivey where they used a card technique in gambling which gave him an unfair advantage in order to win money even though he had signed a contract stating he would not cheat. This would be classed as dishonest by a reasonable person as they have broken the contract in order for self-gain. Another example would be stealing a ladder from your neighbour in order to save somebody from a house fire. This is technically theft; however, a reasonable person can see that it was for a good cause and not for any self-gain. 
Belonging to another is property that is not owned by the defendant for example a wallet or a coat. An example of belonging to another is finding a money on a table and deciding to take it as your own without making a reasonable search for the owner. However, there can be exceptions where you are able to commit theft of your own property. A good example for this is when you take your car to the garage for a repair or MOT. If you pay for the job and then take the car back without permission then you are committing theft as the car currently belongs to the garage, you will need to have consent from the garage that the job is finished, and they hand you the keys to leave. This is because the owner of the garage is currently in possession of the vehicle therefore making it illegal to take back. This is relevant to all shops that are similar, for example a cobbler or a jeweller.
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2. Burglary is defined as:  
Section 9(1)(a) of the Theft Act 1968 burglary is committed by a person who enters a building or part of a building as a trespasser with intent to: 
a. Steal anything in the building or part of the building or 
b. Inflict grievous bodily harm on any person therein or 
c. Do unlawful damage to the building or anything therein. 

Section 9(1) (b) of the Theft Act 1968 burglary is committed by a person who having entered any building or part of a building as a trespasser: 
 steals or attempts to steal anything therein, or 
 inflicts or attempts to inflict grievous bodily harm on any person therein. 

Explain the elements ‘Enters’ and ‘Building or part of a building’ in relation to the offence of burglary.      
Enters is defined as walking or climbing into a building. However, reaching into a window or letter box is not entering unless a tool is used to steal something from the residence for example a pair of keys. Using a small child (somebody under 10) to break into a building would also be classed as entering. An example of entering would be using a small child to take a watch off a kitchen table because the defendant is responsible for the child’s actions and is using the child as a tool to take from the house. Another example would be using a stick to grab a pair of keys off a hook, this is entering as you are using a tool to take property out of the house. 
Part of a building is defined as any area of a building which is not owned by yourself. This can be anything from an outhouse to a dwelling or a kitchen. Part of a building can also be anything which is currently being used as a place of living by an occupant. For example, a caravan can be a part of a building and so can a houseboat. However, a homeless person living in a tent is not classed as part of a building because there is no address, and it can be moved quickly and easily. If the defendant has entered any of the above with intention of burglary under section 9. (1) (A), or actually stealing or causing GBH under section 9 (1)(B) then he or she can be committed for entering a part of a building. An example of section 9(1)(A) would be entering a caravan with intent to steal the TV but backing off because the occupant is home. An example of section 9(1)(B) would be entering a house to cause GBH to somebody who has annoyed the defendant.
                         
3. [bookmark: _Hlk66196753]A person (A) throws a brick at a group of people walking along the street intending that the brick hits and injures someone, the person does not know any of the people in the group and does not aim at any of them in particular. The brick hits one of the group on the head causing a really serious bodily harm resulting in hospitalisation.  

What offence has been committed by A? 
Explain your answer.            
The defendant has committed the crime of GBH (grievous bodily harm), in the offences against the person act 1861 under section 18, because the defendant has intended to inflict GBH onto another person. GBH is one of the most intense forms of battery, in order to commit GBH the victim must have division of the whole skin not just the upper layer. As person (A) has purposely thrown a brick intending to injure somebody and caused really serious bodily harm resulting in hospitalisation this would make a good case for GBH under section 18. 












4. [bookmark: _Hlk66197527]The Victims Charter states that: 
“Victims of crime should be treated in a respectful, sensitive, tailored and professional manner without discrimination of any kind. They should receive appropriate support to help them, as far as possible, to cope and recover and be protected from re-victimisation”.

Explain how the needs of victims can be met from initial reporting of an offence through to court appearance and trial. 

The needs of a victim can be met from the initial stage of taking a statement. When involved in a crime a victim is entitled to support through several measures including victim support which offers counselling to the victims. This can help with grief or anxiety depending on the crime committed. When giving the personal statement to a police officer, the officer will be open and listen to everything the victim wants to say, this gives the victim an opportunity to open up and give the whole story of events to a supporting/friendly face which he or she will feel comfortable with. Victims also have the option to either go into the court room and put across their experience with the defendant or they have the option to appear by a video link if the victim does not feel comfortable going into the court room. Also, if the victim decides to go to the court room, they have the option to place a curtain up so they cannot see the defendant. This gives options for the victim and gives them options depending on how they feel. This is all offered to the victim to make them feel comfortable when giving evidence to the court room. The victim should be informed of how the jury find the defendant for example guilty or not guilty. Once the trial is over the victim should be informed of the sentencing of the defendant so they can make a decision on what they want to do. Throughout this whole procedure the police should also be keeping the victim up to date by telling them everything they want to know unless it is confidential. 




5. [bookmark: _Hlk66198742]When interviewing Victims Witnesses and Suspects police officers rely on the ‘PEACE’ model a national framework for Investigative Interviewing. 

Explain the PEACE model component parts and critically evaluate its effectiveness in interviewing suspects. 

[bookmark: _Hlk66200560]The PEACE model consists of planning and preparation, engage and explain, account clarification and challenge, closure and evaluation. 

Planning and preparation consists of developing strategies and plans to best help you during an interview. For example, planning the interview for a child witness or a special needs witness would be very different than planning an interview for a 25-year-old male. Specific questions should be planned to get the answers that you are looking for and the questions should tie into the offence that is being investigated. Prepping the room is also important because you need to make sure that the video recorder and microphone are working before starting the interview. The time of day and location of the interview also need to be considered because if the interviewee is a single mother with young children then it would be a hassle setting the interview at 3:30 on a Wednesday on a school day. A plan B is also required in case of an emergency or something like a power cut. The is effective because it gives opportunities for the interviewee to make time for the interview and plans for unforeseen circumstances. 

Engage and explain has three points which are ground rules, welfare issues and contingencies. The ground rules are what the investigator will set themselves out. For example, maintain a professional distance to avoid allegations of misconduct. The interviewer must also ensure the welfare of the interviewee by ensuring they are following the legal requirements to conduct an interview. The mental health and wellbeing of the interview is essential because if not the evidence given is tarnished and unusable. 

Account means setting the scene, ensuring the room is clean and prepped for an interview. Account clarification means using your listening and questioning skills to get the best out of the interviewee, and challenge means challenging any inconsistencies within their statement to get the best evidence in court. An example of this would be an inconsistency in the colour of the defendant’s shirt. 

Closure is at the end of the interview and it gives the interviewee a chance to change anything they have said or a chance to reflect and look back at what they have said. Closure will often consist of a document needed to be signed to ensure the witness is happy with the statements given and there was no interference or biasness involved. Witness will also be given counselling or opportunities to talk if they are stressed or feel like they need somebody to talk to.
Evaluation consists of reviewing the interview and reflecting on how effective it was. Officers can do this by completing a pre-prepared check list of all the things that wanted to gather form the witness. Questions such as “what went well?” and “what didn’t go well?” will be answered so the officer can reflect and look back to get better and obtain knew knowledge to further improve their interviewing skills.


The PEACE model is effective because it lets officers gather everything they are looking for with little risk if the model is followed correctly. All evidence given will be well sourced and witnesses will be happy with their experience. The PEACE model also gives officers chances to get better at their job and gives them experience for later in their career. 
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