Separation of powers theory

There is three branches of the state they are, parliament that involves two different houses, house of lords and the house of commons, their work is similar as they both makes laws. The government which is usually formed by the party that gains the most seats, and then there's Judiciary, which is a system of the courts that applies the Law. Separation of powers, means dividing government authority among independent branches, ensuring no single institution holds too much power.  Separation of powers splits government into three branches, Law-making (legislative), Law-enforcing (executive), and Law-interpreting (judicial). Each branch has distinct responsibilities and limitations, ensuring a system of checks and balances that safeguard against abuses of power. Elliot and Thomas 2024, states that the executive or administrative branch or simply ‘the government’. The executive branch creates and carries out government policies. In the Uk, this is done by the central government, which is responsible for making decisions and taking actions for the country. The UK has a multi-layered government structure, the national government, which is led by the prime minister, this is the most powerful tier. Legislative branch, UK parliament and devolved bodies (Scottish, Welsh, and Northern Irish) create laws and hold the government accountable. Then there's the judicial branch, which is the court system, topped by the UK supreme court, interprets laws and settles disputes. Local government also operate, but the national government retains ultimate authority. 	The separation of powers is based on several key principles, separation of functions, each branch has distinct responsibilities, ensuring no single branch dominates the others. Checks and balances, each branch has the power to limit the actions of the other branches, preventing any one branch from becoming too powerful. Independent Judiciary; the judiciary is independent of the other branches, ensuring impartial interpretation of the Law. The British institute of human rights, 2025, The separation of powers is a cornerstone of the UK’s system, dividing authority among three branches of state. This ensures each branch has unique powers and remains independent, accountable, and balanced, preventing any one branch from dominating the others. The separation of powers provides several benefits, prevents tyranny; no single branch can dominate the others preventing the concentration of power. Protects individuals' rights; the judiciary ensures that individual rights are protected, and the executive and Legislative branches are held accountable. Promotes accountability; each branch is accountable to the others, ensuring that power is exercised responsibly. Encourages deliberation; the separation of powers fosters deliberation and negotiation among branches, leading to more informed decision-making. Stanton, 2023. Constitutional Reform Act 2005 states that this Law aims to, reform the role of the Lord Chancellor, to establish a UK supreme court, and to Remove the appellate powers of the House of Lords, define the jurisdiction of the privy council and its president, regulate the judiciary, including appointments and discipline. Overall, the law seeks to modernize the UK’s judicial system and clarify the roles of its key institutions.
Benwell, and Gay 2011, before 2005, the Lord Chancellor held a unique position, connecting the states institutions. He had multiple roles, including, head of the judiciary, overseeing judge appointments, cabinet member and speaker of the House of Lords. This made the Lord Chancellor a key figure, bridging the executive, Legislative, and judicial branches of government. Embley, Goodchild and Shepard, 2020, states that the rule of law can be protected through the separation of powers, which prevents any one person or group from holding too much authority. This division of power is crucial, but its challenging for countries to perfectly implement it in practice. Real-world governments involve complex institutions and individuals, making it difficult to achieve a perfect separation of powers. According to Hossain, 2025 the separation of powers is crucial as it, prevents power concentration, fosters check and balances and ensures a fair democracy by allowing each branch to limit the others, no single branch can dominate or abuse its authority. This promotes transparency, accountability and protection of individual rights. The separation of powers is a cornerstone of democratic governance. The judiciary plays a vital role in upholding the separation of powers by, interpreting laws and ensuring constitutional compliance. As a guardian of the constitution and individual liberties, the judiciary checks the other branches of government, safeguarding citizens' rights and freedoms from infringement.
Elliot, and Thomas, 2024 in conclusion, the separation of powers is highly significant because it not only guides the structure of state institutions but also how they interact with each other, shaping the overall functioning of the government. Despite its importance, the separation of powers is not a legal principle that courts enforce or apply directly. The separation of powers applies to the judiciary, executive, and legislative branches. If judges were to claim unchecked power to overrule parliamentary decisions made through statutes, it would undermine the principle of separation of powers itself. Ironically, the separation of powers may demand that judges refrain from directly enforcing the principle, to maintain the delicate balance of power between the branches of government. Although the separation of powers should guide judicial decisions, it may also require judges to respect and follow the interpretations of that principle made by other branches of government, even if the judges disagree with those interpretations. Notwithstanding the uncertainties surrounding its application, the principle of separation of powers has gained significant traction in recent years. This surge in popularity coincides with a renewed focus on effective institutional design and governance. The separation of powers is a fundamental principle of constitutional governance, designed to prevent the concentration of power and protect individual rights. While it is not without challenges and criticisms, the benefits of this principle are clear. By dividing power among three branches of government, the separation of powers promotes accountability, deliberation, and the protection of individual rights. As a cornerstone of democratic governance, the separation of powers remains an essential component of modern constitutional systems.
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