                                                                      Saint Teilo of  South Wales 
For this assignment I have chosen to look at the life of Saint Teilo, who is thought to have been one of the notable religious men who has been awarded the title of one of the Saints of Wales. The assignment will discuss where Teilo originated, the literature that is found surrounding him, especially on where his lives are written. I will also examine the legends that have been linked to Teilo in Wales and other Celtic regions. I will also discuss the main sites that are affiliated with Teilo both in Wales and other countries. I will also look at whether he is still remembered today, and if so, how he is observed and in those areas.
The period that followed Roman command in the region of Britain is frequently entitled as The Age of Saints.[footnoteRef:1]The Age of Saints is said to have commenced at around the fourth century and is said to have been a significant piece of Wales’s past .[footnoteRef:2]The period witnessed the initiation of sovereignty in the principal parts of Wales.[footnoteRef:3]The era was also said to have been when the religion of Christianity had extended throughout the region.[footnoteRef:4]During the Age of Saints it is thought that in similarity to many other areas of Britain, the location of Wales was a region where spirituality had prevailed as a central feature of its inhabitants.[footnoteRef:5] The location of Wales had witnessed another expansion with regard to the Christian faith by the time of the fifth century, and this is thought to have been via preachers from alternative Celtic regions.[footnoteRef:6] As a result Wales saw many religious structures and communities installed in the region at this time.[footnoteRef:7] [1: ‘Early Christianity’, in Powys Digital History Project,< http://history.powys.org.uk/history/common/early1.html>, [Accessed 21/05/25].]  [2:  John Davies, A History of Wales,(London: Penguin Books,2007),p.407.]  [3:  John Davies, A History of Wales,(London: Penguin Books,2007),p.407.]  [4:  John Davies, A History of Wales,(London: Penguin Books,2007),p.408.]  [5:  Donald Gregory, Wales Before 1536, (Llanrwst: Gwasg Carreg Gwalch,2018),p.50-51.]  [6:  Donald Gregory, Wales Before 1066, (Llanrwst: Gwasg Carreg Gwalch,2018),p.66.]  [7:  T.J. Hughes, Wales’s Best One Hundred Churches,(Bridgend: Poetry Wales Press,2006),p.16.] 

Just as the age of saints saw many monasteries initiated in the location of Wales,[footnoteRef:8]this important chapter of Welsh history is also thought to have been the time was also thought to have witnessed an increase in the religious individuals that we know today as saints.[footnoteRef:9] There various narratives that exist that propose that they were sanctified defenders and benefactors of many religious structures contained in the Welsh regions.[footnoteRef:10]Saints were purported to have been distinguished, religious women and men who occupied Wales’s ecclesiastical landscape.[footnoteRef:11] Celtic lands like Ireland and Wales were said to have a significant amount of these religious figures.[footnoteRef:12]These spiritual individuals were considered to have been significant in the growth of the Christian faith in the region.[footnoteRef:13] Saints from these regions were thought to have journeyed around a number of areas with the intention of spreading the word of God and evangelising the people in the fundamentals of the Christian faith.[footnoteRef:14] The individuals that have been designated the title of saint were also said to have possessed the capability to perform miraculous feats.[footnoteRef:15]Saints were thought to have dedicated their entire lives to preaching.[footnoteRef:16] Those that have been deemed as saints were thought to have existed mostly in the fifth and sixth centuries who are today seen as patrons of spirituality as well as mythological characters in regard to the history of Christianity in Wales[footnoteRef:17]The religious past of Wales provides a myriad of tales that speak of their existence, the miracles that they were said to have performed and also of their holy teachings.[footnoteRef:18] A significant work in relation to Wales’s past is said to be the book entitled De Excidio et Conquestu Britannicae by Gildas.[footnoteRef:19] Gildas was said to have been a monk and a historian from the sixth century who initiated his religious structure in the region of Brittany.[footnoteRef:20] The sermon by Gildas does not write of the lives of the saints however he gives an account of the era in which the saints were said to have existed.[footnoteRef:21] [8:  Jonathan Wooding, ‘Island Monasticism in Wales: Towards an Historical Archaeology’, Studia Celtica, 54.1 (2020), pp. 1–28, <doi:10.16922/SC.54.2>, [Accessed 20/03/25].]  [9:  Donald Gregory, Wales Before 1066, (Llanrwst: Gwasg Carreg Gwalch,2018),p.66.]  [10:  Martin Crampin,’ in Welsh Saints from Welsh Churches’,(2025),< https://martincrampin.co.uk/research/welshsaints.html> ,[Accessed 01/07/25].]  [11:  Shane,’ Welsh Saints: A Concise Overview of Their Lives and Legacies’, in Entirely Wales,< https://entirelywales.co.uk/history-of-wales/welsh-saints/#:~:text=The%20history%20of%20Welsh%20Saints%20is%20a%20rich,role%20in%20shaping%20Wales%E2%80%99%20religious%20culture%20and%20identity.>, [Accessed 12/05/25].]  [12:  Christopher A. Snyder, The Britons,(Wiley- Blackwell,2008),p.128-129.]  [13:  Shane, ‘Welsh Saints: A Concise Overview of Their Lives and Legacies’, in Entirely Wales,< https://entirelywales.co.uk/history-of-wales/welsh-saints/#:~:text=The%20history%20of%20Welsh%20Saints%20is%20a%20rich,role%20in%20shaping%20Wales%E2%80%99%20religious%20culture%20and%20identity.>, [Accessed 12/05/25].]  [14:  J. Graham Jones, The History of Wales,(Cardiff; Cardiff University Press,1998),p.10-11.]  [15:  Christopher A. Snyder, The Britons,(Wiley- Blackwell,2008),p.128-129.]  [16:  Christopher A. Snyder, The Britons,(Wiley- Blackwell,2008),p.128-129.]  [17:  Elissa R Henken, ‘The Saint as Secular Ruler: Aspects of Welsh Hagiography’,(1987),Folklore,98(2),pp.226-232,<https://doi.org/10.1080/0015587x.1987.9716417>,[Accessed 20/06/25].]  [18:  Shane ‘Welsh Saints: A Concise Overview of Their Lives and Legacies’(2025),< https://entirelywales.co.uk/history-of-wales/welsh-saints/>, [Accessed 20/04/25].]  [19:  Barry J. Lewis, Chapter 2, ‘The Age of Conversion’, in Barry J. Lewis, Madeleine Gray, David Ceri Jones and D. Densil Morgan, A History of Christianity,(University of Wales Press,2022),eBook,,p.85.<https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action/docID=6852508&c=RVBVQg>,[Accessed 07/04/25].]  [20:  ‘Gildas’ ,The Editors, Encyclopaedia Britannica,( 06/03/24),<https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Gildas>,. Accessed 4 July 2025.]  [21:  E. J Newell, The Lives of The Welsh Saints,(London: Elliot Stock,1895),p.40,  https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/A_History_of_the_Welsh_Church_to_the_Dis/S4YcAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=E.+J+Newell,+The+Lives+of+The+Welsh+Saints&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover nline>, [Accessed 11/07/25].] 

The region of Wales witnessed those deemed saints look to gain a following in particular areas, and where this was accomplished they proceeded to assemble their own structures in places around that region in order to preach.[footnoteRef:22]The many devotions that were paid to some of the most known of the saints point to the authority that the religious structures held and also the reverence which a saint was awarded by their  community.[footnoteRef:23]Further evidence of this can be seen via the names of places scattered within the south east of the region of Wales that includes those such as Llandough, Llandaff, and Llandeilo.[footnoteRef:24]Saint Davids religious house was also noteworthy among the prestigious of these structures in the location.[footnoteRef:25] In addition to the names of places a saints following could be also be shown via the equipment that they used to accompany them in their religious roles .[footnoteRef:26]Many of the objects that they utilized in their preachings were thought to have been in possession of certain curative qualities.[footnoteRef:27]The items that saints were said to have utilised included oath books, bells and staffs .[footnoteRef:28]The most potent however that was not an object but the physical remains of the saints as they were said to be held in exceptional regard for the purpose of religious worship.[footnoteRef:29] The bones of a saint were said to have been especially important as they were thought to be able to produce miraculous feats and were also viewed as a source for connection to God.[footnoteRef:30] [22:  J. Graham Jones, The History of Wales,(Cardiff; Cardiff University Press,1998),p.10-11.]  [23:  Mark Redknapp, The Christian Celts,(Cardiff: University of Wales Press,1998),p.37.]  [24:  Mark Redknapp Christian Celts,(Cardiff: Museum of Wales,1991),p.37.]  [25:  Rita Singer, ‘Curses and Blessings at the Holy Wells of Anglesey’,(03/06/21),in, Bydbach,< https://bydbach.hcommons.org/curses-and-blessings-at-the-holy-wells-of-anglesey/>,  [Accessed 20/04/25].]  [26:  Mark Redknap, The Christian Celts,(Cardiff: Museum of Wales,1991),p.37.]  [27:  Mark Redknap, The Christian Celts,(Cardiff: Museum of Wales,1991),p.37.]  [28:  Elissa R. Henken, ‘The Saint as Secular Ruler: Aspects of Welsh Hagiography’,(1987),in Folklore,98(2),pp.226-232,https://doi.org/10.1080/0015587x.1987.9716417>,[Accessed 14/06/25].]  [29:  Mark Redknap, The Christian Celts, (Cardiff: Museum of Wales,1991),p.37.]  [30:  John Hick and Geoffrey Wainwright, ‘Relics and Saints’, in Encyclopaedia Britannica,(23/07/25), <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity/Relics-and-saints>, [Accessed 24/07/25].] 

The initial religious individuals that became known as saints were said to have emerged mostly from the fifth century in the location of Wales and they included names such as Dyfrig and Illtud.[footnoteRef:31] Dyfrig who was also known by the title of Dubricius was a notable figure with regard to Wales’s religious landscape.[footnoteRef:32] Dyfrig was said to have held the position of the initial Bishop in the location of Llandaff, and was thought by some to have been the initiator some of the Monastic establishments and also several other smaller houses of worship.[footnoteRef:33] Dyfrig was said to have been a teacher of many students at his Hentland structure.[footnoteRef:34] Dyfrig is also said to have been a man of great importance with regard to the advancement of the Christian faith in the region of Wales.[footnoteRef:35] [31:  K.M Evans, A Book of Welsh Saints, (Penarth: The Church in Wales Provincial Council for Education,1959), p.8.]  [32:  Hywel David Emanuel, ’Dyfrig (DUBRICIUS), Saint(fl.475?), (1959),<https://biography.wales/article/s-DYFR-SAN-0475>,[Accessed 10/04/25].]  [33: David Thornton ‘Dyfrig [St Dyfrig, Dubricius]’, in Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography, (23/09/24), pdf, < https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/8124>, [Accessed 12/06/25].]  [34:  K.M Evans, A Book of Welsh Saints, (Penarth: The Church in Wales Provincial Council for Education,1959), p.40.]  [35:  Shane, ‘Welsh Saints: A Concise Overview of Their Lives and Legacies’, in Entirely Wales,(2025),< https://entirelywales.co.uk/history-of-wales/welsh-saints/>, [Accessed 20/04/25].] 

The holy man entitled Saint Illtud was another noteworthy initiator of a religious house and learning institution in the location of Llantwit Major in the Vale of Glamorgan which was referred to as Llanilltud Fawr and this place was thought to have been a prominent region regarding the Christian religion in the British Isles.[footnoteRef:36] Illtud was said to have had the role of head of this religious structure, and had taught a number of those that went on to establish their very own religious houses later on.[footnoteRef:37] [36: S. Baring Gould and John Fisher, The Lives of The British Saints, National Library of Wales,(London: The Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion,(1911),p.336,online,< https://viewer.library.wales/5962970#?xywh=504%2C2736%2C1825%2C1058&cv=4&rid=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F5962970%2Frange%2F0-1>, [Accessed 10/06/25].]  [37:  Thomas Taylor, The Life of Samson of Dol,( The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1925),p.ix, online, internet Archive,< https://archive.org/details/the-life-of-st-samson-of-dol/page/n11/mode/2up>, [Accessed 20/06/25].] 

Later years saw other saints follow those such as Illtud and Dyfrig.[footnoteRef:38]Several of those later saints were thought to have been taught by the previous saints such as Illtud and Dyfrig.[footnoteRef:39] Some of their notable students included saints such as Cadoc, David.[footnoteRef:40] The man that has come to be known as saint Teilo today was also said to have been a student of Dyfrig.[footnoteRef:41]Teilo was also said to have gone on to become Llandaff’s Bishop after Dyfrig retired his role.[footnoteRef:42] [38:  ‘The age of the saints’, in BBC Wales History, <https://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/religion/religion_age_of_saints.shtml>, [Accessed 10/03/25].]  [39:  T.D Breverton, The Book of Welsh Saints, (Wales: Glyndwr Publishing,2000), p.23.]  [40:  Roger L. Brown, ‘The Age of Saints to the Victorian Church’, in A New History of the Church in Wales: Governance and Ministry, Theology and Society, Ed by Norman Doe, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020) pp. 9–26.]  [41:  Roger L. Brown, ‘The Age of Saints to the Victorian Church’, in A New History of the Church in Wales: Governance and Ministry, Theology and Society, Ed by Norman Doe, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020) pp. 9–26.]  [42: Fr. Matthew ‘After Sts Paul and Brigid… Teilo ‘,in 3 Churches in Cardiff,(07/02/15), <https://www.3churches.org/after-sts-paul-and-brigid-teilo/>,[Accessed 20/07/25].] 

The testimonies regarding the religious individual that is known today as saint Teilo state that he had his beginnings in a place titled as Eglwys Gunniau,which was said to have been close to Penally, proximate to Tenby, Wales[footnoteRef:43] Teilo is thought to have been born to noble parents.[footnoteRef:44] He is also thought to have been an important figure of Church of Wales.[footnoteRef:45]Teilo was thought to have been a relation of Cunedda Wledig.[footnoteRef:46] Cunedda Wledig was said by some writers to have been a prominent figure in the earlier church within the British Isles.[footnoteRef:47] Teilo can also be recognised by other titles including Eliud and Elidus[footnoteRef:48] There are no certainties known of the existence of Teilo from the time he existed in the Welsh region.[footnoteRef:49] What is written about Teilo however states that he was a figure who had several religious houses in the locality of Wales in honour of him.[footnoteRef:50] During his lifetime he was also said to have been both a Bishop and a monk.[footnoteRef:51] [43:  Damian Walford and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones,(Llandysul: Gomer Press,2022),p.53.]  [44:  ‘St. Teilo: A Beacon of Light in the Dark Ages’, in Catholic Saints Day,< https://catholicsaints.day/teilo/#:~:text=Saint%20Teilo%2C%20also%20known%20as%20Elai%2C%20was%20a,most%20influential%20clergy%20in%20Wales%20during%20his%20time>,  [Accessed 20/04/25].]  [45: ‘St Teilo: A Beacon of Light in The Dark Ages’<https://catholicsaints.day/teilo/#:~:text=Saint%20Teilo%2C%20also%20known%20as%20Elai%2C%20was%20a,most%20influential%20clergy%20in%20Wales%20during%20his%20time.>, [Accessed 21/07/25].]  [46: Graham T Emmanuel , ‘Cydwelli- Kidwelly, A Town Built on Honour Courage and Strength’,(2025), in, Peoples Collection,https://www.peoplescollection.wales/sites/default/files/Kidwelly%20Spitual%20Legacy_merged_compr, essed.pdf>,[Accessed 22/07/25].]  [47: Graham T Emmanuel ,‘Cydwelli -Kidwelly ,A Town Built on Honour, Strength, Courage and Faith’, (2025),in, Peoples Collection, https://www.peoplescollection.wales/sites/default/files/Kidwelly%20Spitual%20Legacy_merged_compressed.pdf,> [Accessed 22/07/25].]  [48:  David Hugh Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of The Saints,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2011),p.410,in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/oxforddictionary0000farm_d0b7/page/n5/mode/2up?view=theater&q=teilo>, [Accessed 11/05/25].]  [49:  Ben Guy, ‘Vita Sancti Teliaui (Liber Landavensis)’,in, Saintiau,University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh & Celtic Studies,<https://saints.wales>,pdf,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiLL.pdf>,  [Accessed 20/03/25].]  [50:  Ellen Castelow, ’St Teilo’, in, Historic UK,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/St-Teilo/>,  [Accessed 15/04/25].]  [51:  Ellen Castelow, ’Saint Teilo’, in Historic UK,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/St-Teilo/>,  [Accessed 02/03/25].] 

The initial teachings that Teilo’s received during his religious journey were said to have been carried out in the location of Herefordshire,[footnoteRef:52] here he was taught by the earlier saint Dyfrig.[footnoteRef:53] Teilo was thought to have then later went on to complete his learning in Carmarthenshire under the guidance of Paulinus.[footnoteRef:54] Paulinus was said to have been another earlier saint that resided in Wales, and he had initiated his religious structure in the location of Llanddeusant, Carmarthenshire.[footnoteRef:55] The education that he would of received under the earlier saints would of included the sacred texts.[footnoteRef:56] Some works of literature state that during his time at Carmarthenshire ,Teilo was thought to have first met with another Saint that became one of significance in the location of Wales known as David.[footnoteRef:57]David is recognised today as Saint David, Wales’s patron saint.[footnoteRef:58] A shared connection to Cunedda is also thought to have made Teilo a relative of  this Welsh saint.[footnoteRef:59] [52:  ‘Saint Teilo’, in, Roman Catholic Parish of Holyrood &St Teilo’s, Tenby and St Brides, Saundersfoot,
Roman Catholic Parish of 
Holyrood & St Teilo’s, Tenby and St Brides, Saundersfoot,<https://www.stteilostenby.co.uk/saints>, [Accessed 20/04/25].]  [53:  ‘Saint Teilo’, in, Roman Catholic Parish of Holyrood &St Teilo’s, Tenby and St Brides, Saundersfoot,
Roman Catholic Parish of 
Holyrood & St Teilo’s, Tenby and St Brides, Saundersfoot,<https://www.stteilostenby.co.uk/saints>, [Accessed 20/04/25].]  [54:  Rev. E.J. Newell, The History of the Welsh Church, (London: Elliot Stock,1895), p.67.]  [55:   ‘Paul Aurelian’, Oxford Reference. <https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100311303>, [Accessed 30/04/25].]  [56:  William Jenkins Rees, Liber Landavensis, (Llandovery: William Rees,1840),p.333.]  [57:  Hywel David Emanuel,’ PAULINUS (PEULIN), saint, fl. late 5th century’,(1959),in, Dictionary of Welsh Biography,< https://biography.wales/article/s-PAUL-SAN-0500>, [Accessed 01/05/25].]  [58:  Matt Lloyd, ‘St David: Ten things to know about the patron saint of Wales’, in ,BBC,(01/03),< https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-51649367>, [Accessed 12/06/25].]  [59:  Graham T Emmanuel  ‘Cydweli-Kidwelly, A Town Built on Strength, Honour ,Courage and Faith’, (2025),in Peoples Collection, Wales,< https://www.peoplescollection.wales/sites/default/files/Kidwelly%20Spitual%20Legacy_merged_compressed.pdf>, [Accessed 22/07/25].] 

Teilo, alongside David after finishing their learning were said to have left Paulinus and the duo then journeyed on to the location that is known today as Saint Davids, entitled after the saint.[footnoteRef:60]Later on David and Teilo left the region of Wales and then accompanied by another religious man from the region of Wales that was also later deemed as saint entitled as Padarn proceeded to travel to the location of Jerusalem.[footnoteRef:61]The location was said to have been the place where Teilo David and Padarn each received gifts after they had each given a sermon.[footnoteRef:62]  [60:  Ellen Castelow,’ St Teilo’, in Historic UK, < https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/St-Teilo/>, [Accessed 20/04/25].]  [61:  Rev. E.J. Newell, The History of the Welsh Church, (London: Elliot Stock,1895), p.75.]  [62:  Rev. E.J. Newell, The History of the Welsh Church, (London: Elliot Stock,1895), p.75.] 

During Teilo’s lifetime in Wales a plague that took over the location meant that he had to leave for Brittany via the location of Cornwall.[footnoteRef:63] Teilo had sought residence with another of the religious men that he had met in Wales whilst receiving his learning, namely Samson in the location of Dol, Brittany.[footnoteRef:64]Samson had also learned under the earlier saints in Wales, but had left the location in order to initiate a religious community in Brittany.[footnoteRef:65] Teilo and those that had accompanied him remained in the location of Brittany with Samson for a period of seven years.[footnoteRef:66] Following his stay in Dol Teilo chose to return back to his native country of Wales.[footnoteRef:67]He was said to have returned as Llandaff’s Bishop in succession of Dyfrig.[footnoteRef:68]Teilo is said to have later passed away at the site where he initiated his monastery in Llandeilo Fawr.[footnoteRef:69] [63:  David Farmer, ‘Teilo(Elidius,Eliud)’,Oxford Dictionary of Saints’,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2011).]  [64:  Thomas Taylor, The Life of Saint Samson of Dol,(	The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1925),pxxxi,online,Internet Archive,< https://archive.org/details/the-life-of-st-samson-of-dol/page/n41/mode/2up>,  [Accessed 201/06/25].]  [65:  John Morris, ‘Celtic Saints: A Note’, Past and Present,no.11,(1957),p.11,JSTOR,<https://www.jstor.org/stable/649738>, [Accessed 12/06/25].]  [66:  David Farmer, ‘Teilo(Elidius,Eliud)’,Oxford Dictionary of Saints,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2011).p.]  [67:  Ellen Castellow, ‘St Teilo ‘in ,Historic UK,<https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/St-Teilo/>,]  [68:  E.J Newell MA, A Popular History of the Church ,(London: Society For Promoting Christian Language, 1887)p.65, eBook ,< https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/A_Popular_History_of_the_Ancient_British/OmoAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=miracles+of+teilo++&pg=PR8&printsec=frontcover>, [Accessed 17/06/25].E.J.Newell,<https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/A_Popular_History_of_the_Ancient_British/OmoAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=miracles+of+teilo++&pg=PR8&printsec=frontcover>]  [69:  Ellen Castellow,‘St Teilo’, Llandeilo Fawr,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/St-Teilo/>, [Accessed 12/06/25].] 

The individuals that have been given the title of saints did not record their work during their time in Wales and many of the religious structures that have since been linked to them are no longer here in the present day.[footnoteRef:70] As most of the written evidence in relation to these religious individuals was not produced until Several centuries later than their existence, it is not known for definite as to whether they were familiar as saints during the time they were carrying out their religious roles.[footnoteRef:71] There are several written documents however that are extant regarding those that have been ascribed the title of saint from later times.[footnoteRef:72]Most of the saints lives that are documented were penned by those authors many hundreds of years after the saint existed and facts surrounding a saints achievements, miracles and duties during their lifetime were mostly lost or never recorded at all.[footnoteRef:73]The accounts that are available to us today can however provide significant information as to the highly religious women and men that lived in the time of the age of saints and of many of the religious structures that came with them.[footnoteRef:74]There are some lives also that have survived though from closer to the period of the Age of the Saints.[footnoteRef:75] One such work is known as the ‘Life of Samson’ and that document was thought to have been written in approximation of a hundred years after he was said to have existed in the sixth century.[footnoteRef:76] [70:  Ian Bradley, Celtic Christianity: Making Myths and Chasing Dreams, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press,1999), p.1.]  [71:  J. Graham Jones, The History of Wales,(Cardiff; Cardiff University Press,1998),p.10-11.]  [72:  Ian Bradley, Celtic Christianity: Making Myths and Chasing Dreams, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press,1999), p.1.]  [73:  G.H Doble, ’Saint Oudoceus 1’, The Journal of Theological Studies,Vol.43,No.171/172,(July/October,1942),pp.204-216,JSTOR,<https://www.jstor.org/stable/23957206>,[Accessed 02/07/25].]  [74:  G.H. Doble, ’Saint Oudoceus’, The Journal of Theological Studies,Vol.43,No.171/172,(July/October,1942),pp.204-216,JSTOR,<https://www.jstor.org/stable/23957206>,[Accessed 02/07/25].]  [75:  Barry J. Lewis, ‘The Age of Conversion’, Chapter 2,in Barry J.Lewis,Madeleine Gray, David Ceri Jones and D. Densil Morgan, A History of Christianity,(University of Wales Press,2022),eBook,<https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action/docID=6852508&c=RVBVQg>,[Accessed 07/04/25].]  [76:  Barry J. Lewis, ‘The Age of Conversion’, Chapter 2,in Barry J.Lewis,Madeleine Gray, David Ceri Jones and D. Densil Morgan, A History of Christianity,(University of Wales Press,2022),eBook,<https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action/docID=6852508&c=RVBVQg>,[Accessed 07/04/25].] 

Written documentations that can attest to the existence of saints in Wales can also be seen via the names of Places and also the poems that come from the location.[footnoteRef:77]The poetry of the medieval period is a premium source of documentation with regard to the saints that came from Wales as they contain information such as where they were revered, illustrations, and pilgrimage places that were linked to them.[footnoteRef:78]Work of notable significance in regard to poetry for attestations of a saint comes in the form of the works of the poets of the princes in the twelfth century and then in later forms of poetry from later centuries.[footnoteRef:79] [77:  Touchstone Heritage Management Consultants, ’Celtic Saints, Spiritual Places and Pilgrimage’,(April 2011),Cadw,< https://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-04/InterpplanCelticSaints_EN.pdf>,  [Accessed 20/06/25].]  [78:  Touchstone Heritage Management Consultants, ’Celtic Saints, Spiritual Places and Pilgrimage’,(April 2011), Cadw, < https://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-04/InterpplanCelticSaints_EN.pdf>,  [Accessed 20/06/25].]  [79:  Elissa R Henken, ‘The Saint as Secular Ruler: Aspects of Welsh Hagiography’,(1987),Folklore,98(2),pp.226-232,<https://doi.org/10.1080/0015587x.1987.9716417>, [Accessed 20/06/25].] 

Most of the saints lives of Wales were penned in the speech of Latin, but in later centuries they were re worked into the dialect of Welsh. [footnoteRef:80]These writings and these  attest to the existence of a number of saints in the region of Wales.[footnoteRef:81] The documents that recorded the life of a saint were thought to have been in order to strengthen their standing and set them apart from other saints.[footnoteRef:82] The predominant documents in relation to saints lives are to be found via compilations of literature that were written following the Norman invasion.[footnoteRef:83] The authors of these texts narrated tales of roaming saints who had initiated in areas where they were venerated.[footnoteRef:84]The real stories surrounding the saint known as Teilo have as with many other saints been lost over time, and it is via writers of the medieval period who had constructed tales about the saint from what remained of the writings and folklore about Teilo that he is known to us in the present day.[footnoteRef:85] [80:  ‘Yr Hen Iaith part twenty three: Saints and Sinners’, in, Nation Cymru,(17/09/25),( ‘< https://nation.cymru/culture/yr-hen-iaith-part-twenty-three-saints-and-sinners/>, ]  [81:  Richard J Woods, The Christian Celts, (Cardiff: Museum Wales,1991), p.7]  [82: ‘Who is Saint David ?’,in, St David’s Cathedral,< https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/discover/history/St-David>,  [Accessed 02/05/25].]  [83:  T.M. Charles Edwards, Wales and the Britons, 350-1064, (Oxford: Oxford University Press,2012), eBook, <doi:10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198217312.003.0008>, [Accessed 21/03/25].]  [84:  Barry J Lewis, Chapter 3 ‘The Definition of Christian Wales’, in, David Ceri Jones, A History of Christianity in Wales, First edition. (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2022), p.63.]  [85:  Emrys George Bowen, ‘Teilo(sometimes called Eliud),A Celtic Saint of the 6th Century’, Dictionary of Welsh Biography,< https://biography.wales/article/s-TEIL-SAN-0500>,  [Accessed 21/04/25].] 

There is said to be no written documentation in regard to Teilo’s life prior to 1130.[footnoteRef:86]The initial writings however that do exist  before this time in relation to references to Teilo can be found within a n earlier manuscript which is known as The Book of Saint Chad or the Lichfield Gospels.[footnoteRef:87] The work here is thought to have a close connection to another manuscript known as the Lindisfarne Gospel Book.[footnoteRef:88] The book is said to be an important work with regard to information on some of Wales’s history.[footnoteRef:89] The text is known by several other titles including Gospel Book of Saint Chad.[footnoteRef:90] The Book has also been called the Gospel of Llandeilo or of Saint Teilo.[footnoteRef:91]The volume is today housed at Lichfield Cathedral.[footnoteRef:92] The book is said to have several names allocated to it due to its links with both Teilo and Saint Chad.[footnoteRef:93]The work is said to have been in residence at the location in since the tenth century.[footnoteRef:94] The Book of Chad has many illuminated folios within its contents.[footnoteRef:95]The text within the book is said to include a number of pages of what used to be a volume of two parts that had contained in its original form the completed gospels of the New Testament.[footnoteRef:96]Today what survives of those Gospels are those of Mark, Matthew and a portion of Luke.[footnoteRef:97]The work was said to have also contained the Gospel of John within its pages, however this has been lost.[footnoteRef:98] [86:  David Hugh Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of Saints ,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2011),in Internet Archive,< https://archive.org/details/oxforddictionary0000farm_d0b7/page/n5/mode/2up?view=theater&q=teilo>, [Accessed 25/05/25].]  [87: Emrys George Bowen,’ TEILO (sometimes called ELIUD), a Celtic saint of the 6th century’, (1959),in, Dictionary of Welsh Biography,’ <https://biography.wales/article/s-TEIL-SAN-0500>’,  [Accessed 10/03/25].]  [88:  ‘St Teilo’, in, National Churches Trust,(2025),< https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/church/st-teilo-llandeilo>, [Accessed 21/06/25].]  [89:  Jonathan M. Wooding, ‘St. Chad/Llandeilo Fawr Gospels’,(03/08/2017),< doi..org/10.1002/978111839>, in Wiley Online Library,<https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781118396957.wbemlb407?msockid=0b814ee2ae356200056b58cbaf8e63f5>, [Accessed 20/05/25].]  [90:  Charles-Edwards Gifford and Helen McKee, ‘Lost Voices from Anglo-Saxon Lichfield’, in Anglo-Saxon England, Vol. 37,(2008), pp. 79–89, JSTOR, <http://www.jstor.org/stable/44510973>, [Accessed 23/07/25].]  [91:  ‘The Llandeilo Fawr Gospels’, in, Llandeilo Fawr,< https://llandeilofawr.org.uk/gospels.htm>, [Accessed 12/03/25].]  [92:  Anne Hayward, Where The Saints Come From,(Y Lolfa,2024),p.60.]  [93: Anne Hayward, Where The Saints Come From,(Y Lolfa,2024),p.61.]  [94:  ‘The Llandeilo Fawr Gospels’, in, Llandeilo Fawr,< https://llandeilofawr.org.uk/gospels.htm>, [Accessed 12/03/25].]  [95:  Anne Hayward, Where The Saints Come From,(Y Lolfa,2024),p.60.]  [96:  Anne Hayward, Where The Saints Come From,(Y Lolfa,2024),p.60.]  [97:  Anne Hayward, Where Saints Come From,(Y Lolfa,2024),p.60.]  [98:  ‘The Llandeilo Fawr Gospels’,< https://www.llandeilofawr.org.uk/gospels.htm#:~:text=The%20art%20historian%20Peter%20Lord%20dates%20the%20book,community%20founded%20by%20St%20Teilo%20in%20Llandeilo%20Fawr>, [Accessed 20/07/25].] 

The Lichfield Gospel Book was thought to have been in the possession of Saint Teilo’s own community in the location of Llandeilo Fawr for up to a century prior to it being kept in the Cathedral of Lichfield.[footnoteRef:99] The work was thought to have reached the religious house of Teilo at the location of Llandeilo by way of a donation by a man from them region who was entitled as Gelhi who is said to have obtained it via trading his horse.[footnoteRef:100]  [99:  ‘The Llandeilo Fawr Gospels’, in, Llandeilo Fawr,< https://llandeilofawr.org.uk/gospels.htm>, [Accessed 12/03/25].]  [100:  Anne Hayward, Where The Saints Come From, (Y Lolfa,2024),p.61.] 

The work was said to have been the property of Teilo with a hex placed upon those that breached the covenants within the text.[footnoteRef:101] The benefactor of the book  was said to have gifted the text to Teilo’s religious house.[footnoteRef:102]The recordings in the margins of the work also provided information regarding Teilo in relation to the saint initiating a religious house that was entitled as the Familia Teliavi.[footnoteRef:103]The inclusions also attest to Llandeilo’s exchanges and assets.[footnoteRef:104] [101:  David Hugh Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of The Saints,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2011),p.410 in Internet Archive< https://archive.org/details/oxforddictionary0000farm_d0b7/page/n5/mode/2up?view=theater&q=teilo>, [Accessed 25/05/25].]  [102: The Llandeilo Fawr Gospels’, in Llandeilo Fawr,< https://www.llandeilofawr.org.uk/gospels.htm>, ]  [103:  David Hugh Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of Saints,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2011),in Internet Archive,< https://archive.org/details/oxforddictionary0000farm_d0b7/page/n5/mode/2up?view=theater&q=teilo>, [Accessed 25/05/25].]  [104:  ‘St Teilo’, in, National Churches Trust,(2025),< https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/church/st-teilo-llandeilo>, [Accessed 01/07/25].] 

The Gospel book of Chad does not attest to the life of Teilo, however the side notes that were written into the book did attest to Teilo’s reverence in the south of Wales many centuries after he died.[footnoteRef:105] The work states that Teilo was the initiator of a religious house at Llandeilo.[footnoteRef:106]With regard to the Lichfield Gospel Books significance in regard to Wales as it is said to have the initial writings of Welsh via The Surexit Memoranda.[footnoteRef:107] [105:  Emrys George Bowen,’ TEILO (sometimes called ELIUD), a Celtic saint of the 6th century’,(1959),in, Dictionary of Welsh Biography,<https://biography.wales/article/s-TEIL-SAN-0500>, [Accessed 02/05/25].]  [106:  Emrys George Bowen,’ TEILO (sometimes called ELIUD), a Celtic saint of the 6th century’,(1959),in, Dictionary of Welsh Biography,<https://biography.wales/article/s-TEIL-SAN-0500>, [Accessed 02/05/25].]  [107:  William A Strange, ‘The Rise and Fall of  a Saints Community’, in Llandeilo History,< https://www.llandeilo.org/ch_rise-and-fall.php>, [Accessed 20/03/25].] 

The book of Chad had not included any information regarding Teilo’s life but mentions Teilo in regard to his church in Llandeilo and provides other valuable recordings about him. There are also later references to him that come from the twelfth century found within the penned narratives about other saints from the region of Wales.[footnoteRef:108] Some examples of him being documented in these recordings can be seen via the Life of Saint Cadoc and also of saint David, where Teilo is in both of these lives referred to under the alternate name of Eliud in their pages.[footnoteRef:109] There is also a manuscript entitled British Library, MS Egerton 2180 that is thought to have been composed in the region of Gloucester in which there are five pages that provide information on Teilo’s life, written in the speech of middle English.[footnoteRef:110] [108:  David E. Thornton, ‘Teilo [St Teilo, Eliau, Eliud]’,(23/09/24),in, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography,<https://doi.org.10.10093/ref:odnb/27104>,  [Accessed 21/04/25].]  [109:  Martin Crampin,Welsh Saints from Welsh Churches,p.238.]  [110: David E. Thornton, ’Teilo [St Teilo, Eliau, Eliud]’, in, Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography [Accessed 20/06/25].] 

There are however texts in existence that have depicted the life of this religious individual. The principal documentation that contains this information is said to be the work that is entitled The Book of Llandaff.[footnoteRef:111]  [111:  A.O.H Jarman and Gwilym Rees Hughes, The Guide to Welsh Literature,(Cardiff: University of Wales Press,1992),p.190.] 

The volume entitled as the Book of Llandaff is said to have been a product of the 12th century.[footnoteRef:112] The work is said to be almost one hundred and thirty pages in length.[footnoteRef:113] In Similarity to the saint Chad Gospel Book this work is also known by other titles.[footnoteRef:114] The other titles that the work is also known by include The Liber Landavensis.[footnoteRef:115] The Book has also been cited in works as the of Book of Saint Teilo.[footnoteRef:116] The Llandaff work has been referred to by this name as it has been said that the parish had also used the saints title.[footnoteRef:117]The text within the book was thought to have been penned under the guidance of Urban who during this time was thought to have  held the position of Llandaff’s Bishop and is said that it was penned by Geoffrey who was thought the brother of the Bishop Urban.[footnoteRef:118] The text is said to concern Llandaff’s history[footnoteRef:119],and is said to contain recorded information about the church and its donations and documents on Llandaff’s prominent holy men.[footnoteRef:120]With regard to attestations to Teilo’s life, the Book of Llandaff gives the saint an important position in its pages.[footnoteRef:121] [112:  Patrick Simms – Williams, The Book of Llandaf as a Historical Source,(Woodbridge: The Boydell Press,2019),p.1.]  [113:  ‘The Book of Llandaf’, The National Library of Wales,< https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/the-book-of-llandaff/>, [Accessed 10/03/25].]  [114:  William A Strange, ‘The Rise and Fall of  a Saints Community’, in Llandeilo History,< https://www.llandeilo.org/ch_rise-and-fall.php>,  [Accessed 20/03/25].]  [115: ‘ The Book of Llandaff’, in ,The National Library of Wales,< https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/the-book-of-llandaff/>, [Accessed 22/07/25].]  [116:  The Reverend William Jenkins. Rees, The Liber Landavensis, in Internet Archive < https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/X/mode/2up?view=theater>, P.X.[Accessed 11/07/25].]  [117:  John Mitford, ‘The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or the Ancient Register of the Cathedral Church of Llandaff; from MSS. in the Libraries of Hengwrt and of Jesus College, Oxford: With an English Translation and Explanatory Notes’, Gentleman’s Magazine (London, England : 1868) (Chatto & Windus, 1842), pp. 55–57.]  [118:  ‘Liber Landavensis: The Book of Llandaff’, in Kilpeck Church,( 16/04/15),< https://kilpeckchurch.org.uk/liber-landavensis-the-book-of-llandaff/>,  [Accessed 20/03/25].]  [119: The Book of Llandaff, in The National Library of Wales, < https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/the-book-of-llandaff/>, [Accessed 07/06/25].]  [120:  John Mitford, ‘The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or the Ancient Register of the Cathedral Church of Llandaff; from MSS. in the Libraries of Hengwrt and of Jesus College, Oxford: With an English Translation and Explanatory Notes’, Gentleman’s Magazine (London, England: 1868) (Chatto & Windus, 1842), pp. 55–57.]  [121:  Ben Guy, ‘Vita Sancti  Teliaui (Liber Landavensis),’< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiLL.pdf>, [Accessed 25/05/25].] 

The book of Llandaff documents the provisions that were awarded to Teilo and to Dyfrig when they had become bishops of Llandaff.[footnoteRef:122] The work states that Teilo’s province was a vast area covering much of the South of Wales.[footnoteRef:123]The grants that were documented here were said to have been dedicated to Teilo and Dyfrig was regarding their authority over areas of the South of Wales.[footnoteRef:124] The Book of Llandaff also documents that land in the location of Llandeilo was awarded to Teilo via a Wesh monarch.[footnoteRef:125] [122:  Ben Guy, ‘Vita Sancti  Teliaui (Liber Landavensis),’< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiLL.pdf>, [Accessed 25/05/25].]  [123:  The Reverend William Jenkins Rees, The Liber landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>, [Accessed 20/05/25].]  [124:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>,p.6, [Accessed 20/05/25].
  ]  [125:  William A Strange,’ The Rise and Fall of a Saint's Community’, < https://www.llandeilo.org/ch_rise-and-fall.php>, [Accessed 20/06/25].] 

The account of Teilo’s life within the Book can be seen via The Vita Sancti Teiliaui segment of the text.[footnoteRef:126] The Vita Sancti Teiliaui is thought to consist of two accounts of Teilo’s life that were thought to have been written in order to supply evidence of a past for its religious house.[footnoteRef:127]The text has also provided important information on the lives of a myriad of other saints.[footnoteRef:128]The work attests to the early learning of Teilo through Paulinus and Dyfrig.[footnoteRef:129] The text also states  as to the journey that he took alongside Padarn and David to Jerusalem and that the three all gave sermons and were later rewarded with items that would help them in their teachings.[footnoteRef:130]David an altar, and Padarn a crook and silken cap.[footnoteRef:131]Teilo in the work of Llandaff notes that he was awarded a bell which rang on the hour and cured ills.[footnoteRef:132]The Teilo life written here attests to his time in Brittany with Samson.[footnoteRef:133] The Teilo life in the work of Llandaff  narrates how Teilo went to Brittany following the plague which had affected his home country. [footnoteRef:134]The text states that he stopped in Cornwall prior to reaching France. [footnoteRef:135]The text adds that his travel to Brittany was at the request of an angel[footnoteRef:136] The work also provides the deeds of Teilo and Samson while they were together in Dol.[footnoteRef:137]There are also documentations as to the miracles that were performed by him while in the region.[footnoteRef:138] Teilo was stated by the writer of the Llandaff work to have been provided with Llandaff’s religious house as well as its neighbouring district.[footnoteRef:139]The saints return to Wales from Brittany, and also his passing at Llandeilo have also been documented in the Book of Llandaff.[footnoteRef:140] [126:  Ben Guy, ‘Vita Sancti Teliaui (Liber Landavensis)’,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiLL.pdf>, [Accessed 20/06/25].]  [127:  David E. Thornton, ‘Teilo [St Teilo, Eliau, Eliud]’, (23/09/24), in, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, <https://doi.org.10.10093/ref:odnb/27104>,  [Accessed 21/04/25].]  [128:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llfyr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up> ,p.6, [Accessed 20/05/25].P.333-334.]  [129:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>, p334, [Accessed 20/05/25].]  [130:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>,  p341-342.[Accessed 20/05/25].]  [131:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up> ,p.6, [Accessed 20/05/25].]  [132:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>,  p341-342.[Accessed 20/05/25].]  [133:  ‘The Life of Teilo’, in The Celtic Collective,<https://maryjones.us/ctexts/teilo.html>, [Accessed 22/07/25].]  [134:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford,p. xii.in Archive, < https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>, p.341-342.[Accessed 20/05/25].]  [135:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up> ,p.344, [Accessed 20/05/25].]  [136:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss..in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford,p.344. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>, p.336, [Accessed 20/05/25].]  [137:  ‘Saint Teilo, our Patron Saint’, in ]  [138:  E.J Newell MA, A Popular History of the Church ,(London: Society For Promoting Christian Language, 1887)p.65, eBook ,< https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/A_Popular_History_of_the_Ancient_British/OmoAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=miracles+of+teilo++&pg=PR8&printsec=frontcover>, [Accessed 17/06/25].]  [139:  Ben Guy, Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>, p.3, Accessed 22/05/25].]  [140:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up> , p344.[Accessed 20/05/25].] 

Another documentation that tells of Teilo’s existence can be found within in a manuscript entitled B.M. MS. Vespasian A, XIV.[footnoteRef:141] The work was said to have been penned around the 11th century.[footnoteRef:142] Some of the segments in this work comprise of letters that were penned by Alcuin of York and abstracts of work composed by Bede.[footnoteRef:143]Some of the contents of Vespasian is thought to have been penned in the South East of the Welsh region.[footnoteRef:144]The writings that have been provided in this text with regard to the life of Teilo do not state as to any possessions that  linked to him.[footnoteRef:145] In contrast to the Book of Llandaff it also does not record that Teilo was given Llandaff’s church.[footnoteRef:146]The work also does not record any information in regard to the any locations including those of Llandeilo or Llandaff.[footnoteRef:147] [141:  Emrys George Bowen,< TEILO (sometimes called ELIUD), a Celtic saint of the 6th century, <https://biography.wales/article/s-TEIL-SAN-0500>,[Accessed 17/06/25].]  [142:  Becky Lawton, ‘The Letter Book of Archbishop Wulfstann’, (18/03/16),in, The British Library ,< https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2016/03/the-letter-book-of-archbishop-wulfstan.html>, [Accessed 21/07/25].]  [143:    Becky Lawton, ‘The Letter Book of Archbishop Wulfstann’(18/03/16), in, The British Library,< https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2016/03/the-letter-book-of-archbishop-wulfstan.html>,  [Accessed 21/07/25].]  [144:  Becky Lawton, ‘The Letter Book of Archbishop Wulfstann’,(18/03/16), in, The British Library,< https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2016/03/the-letter-book-of-archbishop-wulfstan.html>, [Accessed 21/07/25].]  [145:  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>,  p.3.[Accessed 22/05/25].]  [146:  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>,  p.3.[Accessed 22/05/25].]  [147: Thomas Taylor, The Life of Saint Samson of Dol,(	The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1925),pxxxi,Internet Archive,< https://archive.org/details/the-life-of-st-samson-of-dol/page/n41/mode/2up>,  [Accessed 201/06/25].
  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’,p.3 in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>, p.3.[Accessed 25/05/25].] 

The recordings that were penned in the Vespasian texts that do relate to saint Teilo however, have been stated to be much in similarity to the documentation that is found in the Book of Llandaff’s descriptions of the saint.[footnoteRef:148] The scriptoria here is said to carry some additional recordings that are of significance with regard to what is known about saint Teilo that have been left out of the Book of Llandaff.[footnoteRef:149] The  extra details in the record of Vespasian are said to be regarding Teilo’s journey away from his native Wales into Brittany at the time of the plague in Wales which were not inserted in the Book of Llandaff.[footnoteRef:150] The recordings also attest to Teilo’s bell and also the miracle that took place around the remains of Teilo between the trio of religious houses that were in dispute over who had claim to the saint after his passing, however the work of Vespasian A.XIV omits the names of these religious houses.[footnoteRef:151] This is in contrast to the Llandaff text as in this work all three of the religious houses are mentioned individually alongside a statement proposing that Llandaff were the proper claimants to Teilo[footnoteRef:152]The account of Teilo that was penned into the Vespasian writings were thought to have been created for the sole purpose of being recited only on the feast day of the saint to a specific assembly of religious people that were already familiar with this saint and the significance of his work.[footnoteRef:153] The work of Vespasian therefore did not contain any names of places or any legends that were linked to Teilo.[footnoteRef:154] [148: Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>, p.3.[Accessed 25/05/25].]  [149:  Thomas Taylor, The Life of Saint Samson of Dol,(	The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1925),pxxxi,online,Internet Archive,< https://archive.org/details/the-life-of-st-samson-of-dol/page/n41/mode/2up>,  [Accessed 201/06/25].]  [150:  Thomas Taylor, The Life of Saint Samson of Dol,(	The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1925),pxxxi,online,Internet Archive,< https://archive.org/details/the-life-of-st-samson-of-dol/page/n41/mode/2up>, [Accessed 201/06/25].]  [151:  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>,  p.4.[Accessed 22/05/25].]  [152:  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>,  p.4.[Accessed 22/05/25].]  [153:  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>, p.3.[Accessed 25/05/25].]  [154:  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>, p.4.[Accessed 25/05/25].] 

Some of the lives that have been penned in relation to the Welsh saints have elements of folklore that have been attached to them.[footnoteRef:155]Although there are none noted in the work of Vespasian A.XIV regarding Teilo, there are some to be found within the Book of Llandaff. One legend that has been linked to Teilo here is in relation to the dragon that Teilo was claimed to have tethered to a large stone in the centre of an ocean.[footnoteRef:156] There are several other such tales that relate to Teilo in regard to the period he spent in Brittany and some that are linked to him in his native Wales.[footnoteRef:157] In addition to the legend of Teilo and the dragon there is another narrative about him that is said to have taken place while he was in the region. The folklore documents that while preparing to return to the region of Wales Teilo was approached by a Breton monarch who told the saint that he would be gifted all the ground that he could circle around between morning and evening. [footnoteRef:158]Teilo was said to have rode a stag to complete the task. [footnoteRef:159] [155:  ‘The Lives of the Saints’ in Saints Wales<,https://saints.wales/lives-of-the-saints/ >, [Accessed 20/05/25].]  [156:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis, Llyfr Teilo, or, The ancient register of the cathedral church of Llandaff; from mss. in the libraries of Hengwrt, and of Jesus college, Oxford  p. xii.in Archive,< https://archive.org/details/liberlandavensi00manugoog/page/336/mode/2up>, p.347.[Accessed 20/05/25].]  [157:  E.J. Newell, ,p.44.]  [158:  Terry Norman and Andy Mabbutt, ‘St Teilo (550 AD*)’,in Llandeilo History,< https://www.llandeilo.org/saint_teilo.php>, [Accessed 25/06/25].]  [159: Terry Norman and Andy Mabbutt ‘St Teilo (550 AD*),in,Llandeilo.org,<https://www.llandeilo.org/saint_teilo.php#:~:text=When%20a%20local%20ruler%20in%20the%20Cornouaille%20district,much%20ground%20as%20possible%20in%20the%20time%20available.>, [Accessed 25/06/25]] 

Wales has several legends that have been linked to Teilo In similarity to Brittany the stag plays a role in one legend in his native Wales. The Welsh folklore that has been recorded in the Book of Llandaff states that when he spent time at Mynyw, he and a companion went to gather wood from a forest,[footnoteRef:160]Here two mild stags were said to help them to get the wood back to the religious house where they were staying.[footnoteRef:161] [160: David Nash Ford ,‘St. Teilo, Bishop of Llandeilo Fawr’,(2001),in, Early British Kingdoms,< https://earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/teilo.html>, [Accessed 15/07/25]]  [161:   David Nash Ford ,‘St. Teilo, Bishop of Llandeilo Fawr’,(2001),in, Early British Kingdoms,< https://earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/teilo.html>, [Accessed 15/07/25].] 

After his passing at Llandeilo it is said that a significant miracle from Teilo occurred.[footnoteRef:162]A trio of churches that correlated with Teilo had all attempted to assert a claim in regard to his remains.[footnoteRef:163] Llandaff, Llandeilo and Penally claimed that the saint belonged to them[footnoteRef:164]Llandeilo as it was the area in which his initial religious structure stood and his home.[footnoteRef:165] Landaff claimed the right to Teilo because as he was their Bishop.[footnoteRef:166] Penally claimed Teilo’s remains because he had been born in this location.[footnoteRef:167] The miracle that occurred according to the folklore during this argument was that to resolve the dispute the saint posthumously divided his body identically by triple in order to provide a resolution for all locations.[footnoteRef:168]Llandaff have always made the assertion that they are the keepers of the real remains of Teilo and the saint is said to reside in a tomb within its Cathedral.[footnoteRef:169] The saints skull is also said to be at the location.[footnoteRef:170] [162: ‘St Teilo’, in Historic UK,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/St-Teilo/>, [Accessed 25/06/25].]  [163:   Ellen Castellow,‘St Teilo’, in Historic UK,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/St-Teilo/>, [Accessed 25/06/25].]  [164:  Damian Walford Davies and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones ,(Llandysul: Gomer Press,2002),p.53.]  [165:  John Reuben Davies, The Book of Llandaff, and the Norman Church in Wales,(Boydell Press,2003),p.89.]  [166: ‘Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff’ ,in, British Pilgrimage Trust,<https://www.britishpilgrimage.org/places/llandaff-cathedral-cardiff>, [Accessed 22/07/25].]  [167:  Damian Walford Davies and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones ,(Llandysul: Gomer Press,2002),p.53.]  [168:  Patrick Sims – Williams, The Book of Llandaff as a Historical Source,(The Boydell Press,2019),p.9.]  [169:  The Reverand William Jenkins Rees, The Liber Landavensis,[Accessed 25/05/25].]  [170:  ‘Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff’, in British Pilgrimage Trust,< <,https://www.britishpilgrimage.org/places/llandaff-cathedral-cardiff,>[Accessed 22/07/25].] 

The skull of Teilo is said to have its own myth attached to it regarding its time in Wales after the death of the saint.[footnoteRef:171]There are narratives that emanate from the region of Wales in relation the skull of Teilo.[footnoteRef:172]The skull myth centres around its ownership, how it has been uttilised,where it has travelled and also how it came back to Teilo many centuries on from the death of the saint.[footnoteRef:173] A religious house within the location of Llandyfan is said possess a spring and it is thought to have had curative powers according to myth.[footnoteRef:174] The folklore that surrounds Teilo ‘s skull in relation to this well states that certain illness were cured if they drank that water from the skull.[footnoteRef:175] The water was said to have been able to cure respiratory ailments and several other illnesses.[footnoteRef:176] The spring entitled as ‘Teilo’s well’ received many religious visitors that had travelled there for the purpose of pilgrimage and to sip from the water for its healing properties.[footnoteRef:177]Prior to its present home Teilo’s skull was said to have been retained for many centuries by two families namely the Matthews and the Melchiors.[footnoteRef:178] Teilo’s skull was said to have also spent many years in the location of Australia.[footnoteRef:179]The Matthews family were the final keepers of the skull prior to the family returning it to the Cathedral of Llandaff during the early 1990s.[footnoteRef:180] The skull is  said to still be housed at the location today.[footnoteRef:181]  [171:  Damian Walford  Davies and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones,(Llandysul: Gomer Press,2002),p.53.]  [172:  Damian Walford  Davies and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones,(Llandysul: Gomer Press,2002),p.53.]  [173:  Damian Walford  Davies and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones,(Llandysul: Gomer Press,2002),p.53.]  [174:  Damian Walford  Davies and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones,(Llandysul: Gomer Press,2002),p.53.]  [175:  Terry Norman and Andy Mabbutt, ‘St Teilo (550 AD*)’,in Llandeilo History,< https://www.llandeilo.org/saint_teilo.php>, [Accessed 03/07/25].]  [176:  Gary R, Varner, Sacred Wells,(New York: Algora Publishing,2009),p.77.]  [177:  Terry Norman and Andy Mabbutt, ‘St Teilo (550 AD*)’,in Llandeilo History,< https://www.llandeilo.org/saint_teilo.php>, [Accessed 20/06/25].]  [178: Kemmis Buckley MBE,DL,MA, ‘Llandeilo Llwydiarth – The Well and the Skull’, in,]  [179:  ‘The cathedral with its shrine of St Teilo is a perfect starting point for the 20-mile Our Lady of Penrhys Pilgrimage, paying homage to a holy well and statue of Our Lady’, in British Pilgrimage Trust,<https://www.britishpilgrimage.org/places/llandaff-cathedral-cardiff>,[Accessed 30/06/25].]  [180:  Damian Walford Davies and Anne Eastham, Saints and Stones, (Llandysul: Gomer Press,2002),p.56.]  [181:  ‘The cathedral with its shrine of St Teilo is a perfect starting point for the 20-mile Our Lady of Penrhys Pilgrimage, paying homage to a holy well and statue of Our Lady’, in British Pilgrimage Trust,<https://www.britishpilgrimage.org/places/llandaff-cathedral-cardiff>, [Accessed 30/06/25].] 

In addition to claims that Teilo’s skull and the saint himself are laid to rest at Llandaff cathedral in his native Wales, there are many other places of importance that correlate to him both in Wales and other Celtic regions. The years that Teilo resided in Brittany left their mark via the religious houses that have been devoted to him such as that in Saint Telo[footnoteRef:182] Teilo was said to have initiated several other religious houses in the location.[footnoteRef:183]Plevin and Landelau in the Breton region also have several chapels and churches in honour of him.[footnoteRef:184] One other religious buildings in Brittany that have devotions to him is in the location of Finistere.[footnoteRef:185] Teilo is often displayed in religious houses in the region accompanied by a stag.[footnoteRef:186]Teilo and Samson were said to have cultivated a fruit orchard with apple trees in Dol.[footnoteRef:187] The area continues to yield apples and is today still referred to as the groves of Samson and Teilo.[footnoteRef:188] [182:  ‘St. Teilo's Church, Llandeilo Fawr’,]  [183:  ‘Teilo’, in Catholic Saints Day,<https://catholicsaints.day/teilo/>,[Accessed 22/107/25].]  [184:  ‘Teilo’, in Catholic Saints Day,<https://catholicsaints.day/teilo/>, Accessed 22/107/25].]  [185: Christine J. Murray, ‘St. Teilo’ in New Advent,<https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14473b.htm>, [Accessed 03/07/25].]  [186: Terry Norman and Andy Mabbutt, ‘St Teilo (550 AD*)’,in Llandeilo History,< https://www.llandeilo.org/saint_teilo.php>, [Accessed 17/06/25].]  [187:  Lewis Spence, Legends and Romances of Brittany,(Canada: General Publishing Company,1997),p.18.]  [188:  ‘Saint Teilo, our Patron Saint’, in, Parish of Saint Teilo’s with Our Lady of Lourdes,< https://www.stteilos-olol.co.uk/st-teilo-our-patron>, [Accessed 30/06/25]] 

In the medieval era, honouring saints was an important feature of the Christian faith.[footnoteRef:189]Many areas that were thought to have links to saints such as Teilo over time became significant sites for the purpose of worship.[footnoteRef:190] Wales is a region in possession of many renowned sites that tell us of the saints that once practised their faith in the area.[footnoteRef:191]Teilo left a lasting footprint in his native Wales with many religious houses in honour of him in the South and East areas.[footnoteRef:192] The titles of places such as Llandeilo point to him having a large following in this region.[footnoteRef:193]Llandeilo is one of the most significant of the Welsh locations with regard to Teilo as this location is titled in honour of the saint, the place he initiated his religious structure and the place he died.[footnoteRef:194]Another notable site relating to Teilo is said to have been that of Llandaff.[footnoteRef:195] The site here is also of great significance as it is claimed to be the resting place of his body and his skull.[footnoteRef:196]The location is also thought to have at one time been a principal area for pilgrims to honour the saint.[footnoteRef:197] Llandaff Cathedral is also the site of a spring just outside of the building that is named after Teilo.[footnoteRef:198]There is also a school in the location that bears his name today.[footnoteRef:199]One of the churches named after the saint that was said to have been constructed around the twelfth century has also been re built at a museum in the location of saint Fagans in South Wales.[footnoteRef:200]Teilo is said to have his feast day at three different dates during the year. The region of Brittany acknowledges the day  on November 29th ,other parts of the location it is said to be on 25th of that same month. [footnoteRef:201]Wales however sees the saints feast day as the 9th of February. The day is still observed today at the Cathedral of Llandaff. The feast day of Teilo in Wales however is marked as the ninth of February in the region of Wales and is today still acknowledged at the location of Llandaff Cathedral.[footnoteRef:202] [189:  Dr Johanna Dale, ‘How Did Cults of Saints Spread Across the Medieval Christian World?’ ,in The British Academy,(03/06/20),< https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/blog/summer-showcase-2020-how-did-cults-saints-spread-across-medieval-christian-world/>, [Accessed 20/07/25].]  [190:  ‘History’, in Penhrys Pilgrimage Way,(2025),<www.penhryspilgrimageway.wales/history.html>, [Accessed 20/03/25].]  [191:  Justin Clegg, The Medieval Church in Manuscript,(London: The British Library,2003),p.46.]  [192:  Christine J. Murray ‘St Teilo’, in, New Advent,(2023),< https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14473b.htm>, [Accessed 21/07/25].]  [193:  Ben Guy,’ V. S. TELIAUI (VESPASIAN)’, in ,Saints Wales,< https://saints.wales/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TeliauiVesp.pdf>, p1.[Accessed 25/05/25].]  [194: ‘Llandeilo Town Heritage Trail’, in, Llandeilo Fawr Town Council,(2025),< https://llandeilo.gov.uk/llandeilo-heritage-trail/>, [Accessed20/07/25].]  [195:  ‘Llandaff Cathedral’ in ,Visit The Heritage,(2025),<https://www.visitheritage.co.uk/things-to-do/llandaff-cathedral-p674561>, [Accessed 20/07/25].]  [196:  ‘Church Monuments of the 13th to 16th Centuries ‘,in Llandaff Cathedral,<https://www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk/discover-the-cathedral/church-monuments-of-the-13th-to-16th-centuries/>, [Accessed 22/07/25].]  [197:  Tim Guile, ‘The Beauty of Welsh Holy Places and the Lure of Modern Pilgrimages – Part 1’,(10/11/22),in, Welsh Country<,https://www.welshcountry.co.uk/the-beauty-of-welsh-holy-places-and-the-lure-of-modern-pilgrimages-part-1/#:~:text=In%20southeast%20Wales%2C%20the%20most%20important%20pilgrimage%20site,several%20holy%20wells%20and%20relics%20which%20attracted%20pilgrims.>, [Accessed 10/04/25].]  [198:  ‘St. Teilo's Well’, in British Listed Buildings, < https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/300013717-st-teilos-well-llandaff>, [Accessed 20/07/25].]  [199:  ‘Church in Wales schools in the Diocese of Llandaff’ ,in, Faith Matters,<https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/en/young-people/schools-education/church-wales-schools-diocese-llandaff/>,[Accessed 22/07/25].














































































































































































































































]  [200:  ‘St Teilo's Church’, in Museum Wales, <https://museum.wales/collections/historic-buildings/32/St-Teilos-Church/>, [Accessed 23/07/25].]  [201: ‘Saint Teilo’,(2023), in, New Advent,< https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14473b.htm>, [Accessed 24/07/25].]  [202:  David Thornton, ‘Teilo [St Teilo, Eliau, Eliud]’,(23/09/04),in, Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography< https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/27104>, pdf, <https://repository.bilkent.edu.tr/server/api/core/bitstreams/3a80e1cd-83b4-451b-b5a4-ff7d60bad459/content>
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