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	Target
	What I have done in this assignment...

	Target 1
	Avoid being to descriptive. Use your paragraphs to argue your points. Taking different stances to triangulate information.
	I have made sure that each paragraph makes sense and is focusing on 1 point on the essay not several. 

	Target 2
	Read through your work.
	I have made sure that I have read through my work to ensure this makes complete sense. 

	Target 3
	Perfect your citations.
	I have really worked on my citations and tried my best to get these perfect.





Part 1: Professional Learning Passport
Bridging 2 Reflection
Meet
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect

	We as a Pontarddulais group were able to meet with our lead tutor and discuss the element of AfL strategies and the four broad dimensions of ‘Great Teaching’ During the meet phase we were able to develop a further understanding of the four broad dimensions of ‘Great Teaching’. During this phase I was able to gain a better understanding of different AfL strategies and now feel comfortable in most of their positives and negatives. The deputy head took a presentation about the Afl strategies they use during the school. The school believe we can incorporate AfL in every lesson, which really got me thinking about how I can implement this into each lesson I take. After the online bridging day, I was able to go into my placement and observe some AfL strategies within my school. 
	 Reflecting on this day has given me the opportunity to read more about the AfL strategies I believe are going to work in my school and with my children. I can now start planning what and how I am going to implement these into my teaching. 



Test
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect


	During my placement I was able to test out four of the assessment for learning strategies I said I was going to test. Sharing the criteria with the class was the first one I was able to trail out. This was important for the pupils to know what they needed to do during the lesson and what they are getting marked on. It gives them a clear purpose for what they are doing. Also I trailed out a traffic light system for pupils to grade their work red, amber or green. If a pupil is in either amber or red, I have asked them to write I short sentence saying why they are in this area. This would allow then as pupils to know where they are and also allow me as the teacher to understand where they are and how I am going to get the all to a green. This worked really well with my pupils as they were able to understand where they were and where they need to be. 

Another assessment for learning strategy, which I trailed, was the use of feedback to the pupils. I was able to trail this in a number of ways, first being at the beginning of the lesson, I would get pupils on the whiteboards answering questions I have asked so I am then able to see each individuals answer and then able to give then instant feedback to the answer they have given me. Also when I have set the pupils on a task I went around and checked their work given them instant feedback, good and bad. Providing instant feedback allows learning to move forward (Williams, 2009).

Peer and self-assessment was another Afl strategy I was able to trail out. During lessons, mid way through I would stop the class and where appropriate, we work mark the work together. For example during a Mathematics lesson I was able to read to answers out and they were able to mark their own work. I felt this is important for pupils as they then know where they are and they get that sense of achievement. 

	Reflecting on this and having the opportunity to trail these assessment for learning strategies out has been a real help in my teaching but also has had a huge impact on the learners learning. I am now able to use this strategy to plan my future lessons and how to differentiate between pupils, to see who needs more help that others. I will continue to do all of these strategies as I felt they all worked for the class I was in.




Share
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect


	During the share phase we were given the opportunity to share what we had learnt with our peers and for them to give us feedback on this to, along with the teacher. I made a PowerPoint critically reflecting on the different AfL strategies I trailed in my placement school. In this I added pictures and videos to support my evidence. 

	Being given the opportunity to reflect on this experience with others from the course and the teachers had been a huge benefit. Along with this also having the opportunity to hear others experiences and the way they have used different assessment for learning strategies has improved my learning and knowledge about AfL strategies. 






DGB/SKD
Llythrennedd / Literacy
Evidenced by an asset? ☐
[image: ]


For literacy and my lesson in this area, I will make sure I have knowledge in the area I am teaching so I am confident in teaching the lesson. I looked up the three words and did some examples on this to give me confidence.

Rhifedd / Numeracy
Evidenced by an asset? ☐
[image: ]
I had to re learn how to do addition using the column methods so I was able to teach the class this so I printed out some equations so I could have a go at this and mark my own work.
[image: ]Gwybodaeth bynciol / Subject knowledge
Evidenced by an asset? ☐











The topic the class was learning about was Henry VIII and my subject knowledge in this area is poor so I did some extra research so I could help the children further their knowledge in this area. I found out Henry VIII's family tree and wrote this out. 




Safonau/ Standards

Professional Experience Template 1: Use of a Teacher Assisstant
Pedagogy Standard: Pedagogy:Refining 
: Choose an item.
What did you do and why?
Differentiation & Enabling Improvement
My experience here was effectively using a teaching assistant to help advance learners learning. First Mathematics lesson I taught I did not cater for all abilities and the lower ability children were struggling, as they needed to work closely with the teacher and needed a simpler work sheet. The teacher gave me feedback from this lesson and next time I took a Maths lesson I took this on board and asked the teacher assistant would they be able to take 5 children out for extra support. This was a huge help on me as a teacher as I could focus on higher abilities and huge help on the lower ability learners and their learning. For each lesson I taught I made sure that I had differentiation in the lessons and extension tasks if needed or the tasks to be modified.
Working with in school colleagues
Here I have made a good link with the teacher assistant and how best to use him during my lesson. This is a really important connect as I am able to then improve and get the best from my learners.
Enabling Improvement & Supporting and developing others
From doing a lesson without the teacher assistant’s work and planning a lesson with the teacher assistant's help make a huge different and massive impact on the children’s learning. For this experience I had two different lessons, 1 without teacher assistant before I know how to best utilise the teacher assistant and have planned work for them to do already. Then I learnt from this experience to always plan and incorporate a teacher assistant where needed. 

What have you learned? 
Challenge and Expectations & Differentiation 
From this I have learnt that I need to cater for all abilities and make sure everyone is learning at their own pace and being challenged. This shows good collaboration with colleague to benefit learners learning effectively. This affected the lower ability learners as the tasks were too hard and they needed to work closer to the teacher rather than me as the teaching going around helping the whole class. I found advice and support from others around me for this after receiving formal feedback from my teacher
Enabling Improvement & Supporting and developing others
I have learnt that a teacher assistant can have a huge impact on the pupils learning and to enhance their learning even further. As from now I am going to make sure I have planned for the LA pupils and if they need to work in a smaller group this has been liaised with the teacher assistant and they know exactly what they are doing.
Working with in-school colleagues
I have learnt that a teacher assistant is not just a person who can help the teacher in the class when everyone is doing the same task, but they can take pupils out of the class and into the bay and work with them in smaller groups. This is essential for all learning to be learning at the right level and have to opportunity to ask questions and have that extra support where needed.

What next?
Challenge and Expectations & Differentiation
As a result of this experience I will make sure I plan for what I would like the teacher assistant to do and have the word ready for this. I have never thought about planning a lesson and having to think about utilising a teacher assistant but have now realised the importance of this and the impact this has on the learners. I have learnt that the LA pupils work better in smaller groups and get a lot more work done
Working with in school colleagues
The actions I will take place are to ensure the abilities of the group in different areas of learning. I will have this in my lesson plan ahead to have assistant in the lessons. In the future if I do not have the resources to have an assistant in place to help the lower ability learners I will ensure I have an easier task for them to ensure they are learning at the right pace. I shared this experience to my teacher and she was really happy with how I changed the first lesson, to the next lesson and in the future.
Enabling Improvement & Supporting and developing others
Specific actions I will take form this experience is that my lesson plans with always include extra support where needed and I know the exact pupils who need the extra support in the different areas of learning. I will make sure that I mark the pupils work before the next lesson so I am aware of which pupils need that extra support. I will ensure that all relevant others are aware of the role they will play in my lesson. For example I will coordinate with the teacher assistant to ensure they know what they are doing and what I expect from the students.



Professional Experience Template 2: Cross Curricular Themes
Pedagogy Standard: Pedagogy:Advancing 
 Choose an item.
What did you do and why?
Progression in Learning & Challenge and Expectations
For this experience for the lower ability and higher ability learners had different tasks to do. In my science lesson the lower ability pupils were given a work sheet to fill in the missing words and then stick the sheet into their book, rather than having to write out the whole method. To show progression the lower ability pupils had the first four steps with 1 missing word, and then the last step they have to write this out themselves. During the Welsh lesson I challenged the higher ability pupils by asking them to research the welsh word rather than given them the word already.
Cross - Curricular Themes 
This week I have been really focusing on using cross curricular themes and making sure pupils are all learning at their own pace and tasks are adapted for different abilities. For my Welsh lesson I incorporated oracy, Welsh language, Literacy, and DCF. It was a lesson rich in cross-curricular themes. The pupils had to use the past tense to show what people were wearing, were eating and were playing. The pupils then had to record themselves speaking in the past tense and upload their work to their HWB. Also during the science lesson the pupils were using oracy to discuss their predictions and then using DCF to take picture and upload their work to HWB and then into their workbooks.
Differentiation 
Both my Welsh and Science lesson this week, one of my focusing points was differentiation. I made sure that my lessons had a clear differentiation between the higher and lower ability pupils. I distinguished my pupils in to lower and higher ability.

What have you learned?
Progression in Learning & Challenge and Expectations
This experience is highly relevant and important to the learners need and learning. As teachers we need to make sure that all pupils are successes in lessons and feeling the sense of achievement and by making tasks to hard for the lower ability will not give the pupils that feeling.
Differentiation
Also we need to make sure pupils as being challenged in their work. From previous experiences I have learnt that when planning lesson differentiation is essential for pupils learning to be effective. However after having these experience I know how important this is so pupils do not get left behind.
Cross - Curricular Themes 
I have learnt the important and the benefit from planning lessons with cross-curricular themes and we are getting the most from the learner. The learners are able to not only just learn about welsh for example but within this lesson they are working on their ICT skills, oracy and Welsh language skills. 

What next?
Progression in Learning & Challenge and Expectations
For next steps and future practices I will make sure that differentiation in at the pinnacle of my planning. To be able to do this I will make sure after the lessons I teach I go thought the pupils books and mark these and take notes on who needs extra support in different areas of learning. 
Cross - Curricular Themes 
I will make sure that I will try and add as many cross-curricular themes as possible to make the lesson rich in cross-curricular. I will try my best to have oracy and numeracy in as many lessons as possible and add DCF where possible.
Differentiation 
This has been something I have needed to work on and my teacher has told me this is an area of development for me. When planning lessons I am going to make sure which pupils are higher ability and lower ability so I can plan effectively and make sure they are learning appropriately.
Welsh Language Skills
For this lesson I had to do some research about the Welsh language to make sure I am getting all the term correct and teaching the pupils the right sentences. I did this by asking my mother who is a Welsh speaker and my friend who is also a fluent Welsh speaker. This gave me confidence in that the sentence patterns were correct and that the pupils were learning the correct sayings. Having the opportunity to deliver a Welsh Lesson has now given me more confidence in speaking and taking a Welsh lesson.

Professional Experience Template 3: Assessment 
Pedagogy Standard: Pedagogy:Influencing
 Choose an item.
What did you do and why?
Assessment & Learners leading learning 
During my PTE1 I have really been working on different AfL strategies. I have used numerous different ones. I have trailed out whiteboards for mainly maths where I am to get quick answers and there is 1 right answer so I am able to give feedback straight away so they know if they have got the tasks or not, also for me as the teach to see who has got the hang od the task and who needs that extra support. Peer and self assessment was also another strategy I tried out and worked really well during my ICT lesson where I got the pupils to tell their partner 2 stars and 1 wish about their poster and this was really effective and pupils listened really well to this. For self-assessment during maths and language lesson we were able to mark the work together. Also using formative assessment during the lesson by going around checking the pupils work and to make sure they are getting to task correct, this gives them a sense of achievement also.
Wider reading and research findings
To help me think of different assessment for learning strategies I started reading 'The Lazy Teacher' This has given me some real good ideas about assessment for the children. 1 in particular was the think, pair share. I never thought about giving time to think for themselves in silence before speaking to their partner, so i adopted this strategy this week and was effective. Also I found it important to look over the pupils books before the next lesson in that subject to understand who need extra support and who next extra extension tasks.
Sustained effort and resilience in leaners
During this week and focusing on assessment I was able to give the pupils self-direction in their own learning and they were able to mark their work where possible. This was possible during spelling where pupils could see the correct spellings on the board and they could self-mark. Also during maths they were able to mark their own work as I was saying the answers to the class. This gave pupils self-motivation to mark their work and understand where they were and if they were getting their answers correct.
Learning outcomes and well-being
When giving feedback I also make sure that this is positive or constructive feedback. I will also allow them to challenge themselves and have extension tasks ready for them. Also have an environment where it is ok to mistakes and that pupil feel safe and not upset when they are making mistakes.

What have you learned?
Assessment & Learners leading learning 
I have learnt during this week that there are so many ways we are able to assess the pupils in different ways. Being able to trail many of these out really helped me understand how to do each on effectively and how to make each one better next time I do this. This was really effective for all pupils and was clear to see that different ways benefited different people. Learning like being challenged but an experience made it clear for me this week that all pupils need to be challenged at the right levels. 1 pupil said he wanted to be challenged and I said off course but he wanted to go to high for his level and wouldn't of achieved that level so making sure they have the sense of achievement is really important.
Wider reading and research findings
I am not normally a reader but reading this book has really helped me get a different insight into teaching and different ways I can get the most out of my pupils. It really got me thinking about alot of different things such as class management, assessment for learning and many others. So I have learnt that if people say books are good to read I am going to give them a go as this will benefit me in my teaching and also my learners. 
Sustained effort and resilience in leaners
Pupils enjoy learning independently learning and leading their own learning. They want to be marking their own work and want to be able to see that they are achieving. So I have learnt that it is important to plan lessons where pupils are able to independently learn for themselves. 
Learning outcomes and well-being
Pupils like praise, which is clear to see so I am going to continue to give out praise. The teacher has complimented me in the way I give praise and feedback and how positive this comes across to the pupils.
What next?
Assessment & Learners leading learning & sustained effort and resilience in leaners
I will continue to use different AfL strategies and implement these into my teaching. Also making sure that my planning includes lessons where pupils are able to learn independently.
Wider reading and research findings 
Reading the book has been a real insight into the information I have read and then put into practice so I am going to continue to read different books around teaching to help me help the learners.
Learning outcomes and well-being
I will continue to use praise and constructive feedback to the pupils so they are able to learn at every opportunity that is given to them. I want to be able to challenge pupils at the right level but that everyone gets the sense of achievement. 

Part 2: Critical Reflection
  
Introduction

The chosen aspect of practice I have identified for myself and my professional development is to better my understanding on different assessment for learning (AfL) strategies and how best to assess individuals. The specific AfL strategy linked to this assignment is going to be the questioning approach and how best to use questioning as an AfL tool. Empirical evidence suggests that for learning to be effective, teachers must know where the learners are in their learning. The evidence is supported by Hattie (2012), who suggests how we know if the learners are learning is vital. There are many ways in which we are able to know if learners are learning through assessment for learning strategies, and the questioning approach will be further developed for this assignment. This is the element of practice I have chosen to develop further as from my PTE experiences I have realized how important assessment for learning is for the learners. Teachers need to understand the principles of how and why different techniques are effective and when we deploy them (Coe, R., et al, 2020). When assessment for learning strategies is in place and planned for during the lessons, pupil’s abilities can be assessed to know who needs extra support. The knowledge of each individual’s abilities is essential to know when planning for next lessons.

Critical Discussion of Chosen Aspect

Questioning as an AfL tool
An element of AfL is the quality of questions and quality of talk where learners actively think of answers and they can explain their answers to each other and the teacher. However the questioning approach is only as useful as the answers the pupils produce (Wragg, 2001). Hall (2016) stated that questioning plays an important part in recognizing gaps within pupils understanding and knowledge and discovering what pupils already know so that teachers support them where needed. Reading this quote allowed me to understand the importance of questioning so really thought about how I was going to be able to implement this into my teaching. Following on, according to Collier (2018), asking questions is crucial to check pupils understanding and their learning. Questions are asked during the classroom from teachers to find out what pupils already know. “The most important single factor influencing learning is what the learner already knows” (Wragg, 2001). I have made a pupil’s wheel on word wall where to wheel spins and lands on an individual so they then have to answer the question. I have made this and implemented this into my teaching so that it is not always the same people answering the questions. Questioning can be seen as a really effective assessment for learning strategy (Wragg, 2001), however Hall (2016), stated that questioning can only be used effectively for the pupils who are engaging and responding. Thus meaning the Wheel spinning tool can be effectively used to engage all pupils.  

Dylan Williams (2009), stated that assessment for learning gives pupils an extra 8 months of learning per year. It is important that we assess the pupils learning to know where they are, where they need to get to and how best to get them there (The assessment Reform Group 2002). Assessing the student is what we need to do but we also need to know how to get students to where they should be. Clark 2001, uses ‘children as plants’ to explain assessment for learning as he states that ‘measuring the growth of a plant is used in terms of comparing sizes but measuring does nothing to improve the growth rate’. Assessment should be used for teachers to find out information about the pupils and what they do and don’t know (Improving mathematics in key stages two and three, 2017).

Effective learning occurs when questioning happens from both teacher and students (David Hopkins, 2009). For example feedback from my class mentor was that I can challenge pupils answers such as using higher order questions like ‘why do you think that?’, ‘can you expand on this?’, ‘why does a dog have 4 legs?’. Benefits of using this questioning approach is that is focuses on understanding not remembering, learners are able to think for themselves, pupils are able to gain instant feedback and learners have assumptions and prior knowledge challenged and corrected (Groisser 1964). Children’s learning and independent thinking can be significantly improved if they are given opportunities to answer questions asked by the teachers (Wragg, 2001). In classrooms pupils enjoy the interaction between teachers and themselves, so they are always keen to get involved. Stem (2020), explained a different way of teachers asking questions for assessment for learning. Rather than us as teachers saying “Does anyone have any questions?”, a better strategy is “Please ask me questions now, so I know I have explained myself properly”. I like this approach, as people are able to ask questions without getting laughed out by their classmates and is a true reflection of their learning. This is something I have implemented into my teaching and has worked very well, and had more success with this rather than thumbs up, thumbs down strategy, especially with the low achievers.  

Empirical evidence has shown that questioning can benefit learners learning in a variety of different ways. This evidence is supported by Wragg (2001), as he stated that one of the reasons to promote and use questioning is to encourage problem solving. During my PTE1 I used this during mathematics lessons where I would put an equation on the board and the pupils would attempt the question on their whiteboards. Benefits of this are that you are able to see which pupils are getting this correct and which need more support, as well as giving the pupils instant feedback. Providing instant feedback allows learning to move forward (Williams, 2009) as well as feedback being a high impact for pupils learning (Hattie, 2012). However disadvantages of this approach are that if pupils are copying each other’s answers, I am not going to know. Another reason why questioning is a good tool to use for assessment is to stimulate recall and deepen the pupils understanding (Wragg, 2001). This is effective to use to assess their prior knowledge at the beginning of the lesson (Trevor Kerry, 1982). This question type was used in science and language lessons; “What do we need to grow a plant?”. This got the pupils thinking and discussing with their partner what they can remember from last lesson. Think, pair, share strategy was used here. Questions are used to stimulate students to find knowledge on their own and get them thinking critically and to engage and involve all students in the lesson (House, 2017). Following on from this statement, Vygotsky (1978) believed that that teacher should be there to support their pupils and not let them discover all learning on their own. Questioning can help facilitate this by the teacher asking high-end open questions for learners to develop their thinking skills (Wragg, 2001). 

How children best learn
Most children learn best when they are actively involved in the lesson, rather than just sitting their listen or watching PowerPoint slides (Wragg, 2001). Variety in the use of questioning is important to active the pupils learning stimulus (Wragg, 2001). Knowledge of the areas of learning and teaching will grow over time and will continually get better through practice. Pedagogical subject knowledge is stated by Cremin and Arthur (2014), to be one of the most important areas of being a good teacher. If we don’t know the area of learning thoroughly, how are we meant to teach our children and develop their knowledge, as well as have the ability to answer their questions and develop their answers? Also if we don't know where our pupils are in their learning how are we meant to differentiation between individuals. Dylan Williams (2009), encourages all teachers to take constant readings of where their class and individuals are so if they are not where they need to be actions can be put into place to make adjustments. These readings can be taken through the use of questioning to figure out where individuals are in their learning. Questioning can be in place to scaffold learners learning to study at optimal level, allowing their performance to be enhanced (Vygotsky, 1978). Teaching has grown over the years and now they are not the main part of the children’s learning. Children now help each other in their learning and the new curriculum has a big focus on social learning and learning through others and feedback (Donaldson, 2009). Vygotsky’s theory of learning would support this learning and the importance of scaffolding a child’s learning. 

Adjustments can be made by putting the class in ability levels or groups to ensure they are learning at the right place for optimum learning. Bjork (1994), would also agree that optimal learning happens when the pupils are being challenged accurately. He calls these desirable difficulties where something can be achieved but they are challenging. Benefits of this approach are the long-term retention and learning of pupils. When I took my first couple of lessons I did not plan for this and had all abilities in the class doing the same work. I soon figured out that this could not happen again as the lower ability pupils were asking questions all the time and the higher ability students had completed the task and I had nothing else for them to do. After teaching lessons with effective assessment for learning strategies in place I was able to see a real difference. It raises the standards of learning across the board but especially for the low achievers (Black and William, 1998).

Conclusion

To start with, the first action I am going to put in place and use for my future practice is going to be the use of effective AfL strategies for me to understand where the pupils are in their learning and if they are not where they need to be, what actions I am going to put into place to get them there. For future teaching practices to start the lesson I will recap the previous lessons to see what the individuals have learnt and remembered using the recall approach. Closed questions could be utilized here to retrieve previous information pupils already know to test what they have remembered (Brown et al, 2014). Using this approach will generate high level of engagement and involvement by pupils as questioning can be used as a high engagement tool to keep all pupils on track (Collier, 2018). For different ability pupils I am going to ensure the appropriate level of question is produced. For the low achievers questions will be mainly based on their understanding and management (Wragg, 2001). However for the higher achievers the questions with focus more on gaining attention and their understanding (Wragg, 2001).
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