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Independent Project Plan

The Employment, Care, and Symbolism of Horses in Roman Public Life.
“The cleverness of horses is beyond description” Pliny the Elder, Natural History, 8.159.

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_aqdAKXIc]This project will focus on the multifaceted role of horses in daily public life in Rome, as well as their extensive use as athletes, symbols of power and civic identity, with a particular focus on the Julio-Claudian period. During this period public spectacle, displays and performances were fundamental to society, as tools of imperial propaganda as well as indicating social significance. It is due to this horses served as both living tools and cultural and economic symbols, taking part in chariot races, military triumphs, as well as immortalised in literature and art. This project intends to shed light onto how horses were used, maintained and cared for, as well as the perceptions and presentations of equines in Roman public life, and what this can tell the modern historian of Roman values, hierarchies and politics. This project combines two main personal interests, as a keen equestrian with a particular infatuation with early Imperial Rome. This period also encompasses many primary sources and some of the most enjoyable surviving Roman literature, such as the accounts of Tacitus, Juvenal, Pliny the Elder and the later Suetonius, all offering invaluable insight. Similarly, imperial iconography such as monumental art, inscriptions, mosaics and reliefs depicting horses that survive to this day offer insight into the importance of equines in Roman society, both as status symbols through athletic competition, to symbols of wealth and power.

Structure
[bookmark: _Int_d3Vy4cld]This project is likely to be split into three sections, with an introduction and conclusion outlining the aims of the piece with regard to understanding the day to day lives of both horses and their owners, with particular focus on performance horses in athletic competitions, as well as contemporary veterinary medicine and breeding practices.
· Introduction: Presenting project intentions, with reference to source material and areas of 	particular interest and focus. 
· Section One; Horses in Public Life: Uses of horses within athletic competitions, such as 	the hippikos agon and other public spectacle events. Also, intention to include 	how horses are used within military processions, triumphs and cavalry displays, 	as well as religious processions, 
· Section Two; Care, Training and Treatment of horses in Daily Life: Less focus on events 	and performance horses. The intention of this section is to outline practical 	management strategies such as logistics of stabling, feeding, grooming and 	breeding horses with reference to primary sources where available. As well as 	written sources, insights from archaeological remains and inscriptions will be 	used when (or if) found. 
· [bookmark: _Int_O7eOOTkK]Section Three; Symbolism and Divine Associations of Horses. Focus on literary and 	epigraphical evidence of horses relating to divine and religious processions and 	associations, such as the ‘hippomanes’ described by Pliny the Elder, and its links 	to Aphrodite. Similarly, there is intention to highlight the symbolic connections to 	the Roman values of loyalty and honour. 
· Conclusion: Summarise findings, highlight the horse as a practical as well as symbolic 	animal. Discuss how the treatment of horses during this period may reflect the 	Roman attitude towards animals, spectacle and control.

Methodology
This project will take an interdisceplinary approach to the study of the care and use of horses within Roman public life and athletic competition. It will intend to combine a litany of sources where appropriate collating both primary and modern written sources and analysis, in tandem with archaeological and cultural analysis. The primary focus will depend on corroboration from multiple sources such as Tacitus and Pliny the Elder, as well as contemporary visual archaeological evidence such as mosaics, statuary monuments, and coinage where found. As well as secondary scholarship on Roman spectacle and horses relating to the relevant period, animal welfare and performance, this project intends to combine viewpoints across centuries to gather the most comprehensive account of the uses, treatment and symbolism of the equine during the early Julio-Claudian period. Particular attention will be paid to horses as intermediaries between the mortal and the divine, and the symbolism associated with them. While this project’s primary focus will be on horses as performance animals and athletes, it will aim to place horses within a broader context of importance within Roman society.

Preliminary Sources & Bibliography
Pliny the Elder, Natural History
	Pliny provides a primary source of information regarding horse care and the uses of the animals. He discusses their care, uses and symbolism of horses including breeding practices and personality, such as the loyalty and honour associated with equines, as well as religious symbolism and Aphrodisian connections. 

[bookmark: _Int_20pVFeQx]Bell, S.W. (2020). Horse Racing in Imperial Rome: Athletic Competition, Equine Performance, and Urban Spectacle. The International Journal of the History of Sport. 
	Commentary on the uses and significance of horses in regard to social strata, emphasising the idea that they were not merely participants in contests, but directly entwined with the fabric of Roman society. 

Hyland, A. (1990) Equus: The Horse in the Roman World. London: Batsford
	Focused on the use of horses as riding animals, as part of the cavalry, as well as in domestic roles. This work also discusses ancient veterinary medicine and tack, including the treatment of stud animals and broodmares. 

Sidnell, P (2006) Warhorse: Cavalry in Ancient Warfare. Hambledon Continuum.
	This work gives a detailed overview of the variations between multiple cavalry forces across time, including that of the early Roman military, and argues for its importance despite its perceived weakness during the Republican period. While not being strictly Julio-Claudian focused, this source provides insight into how the cavalry worked, with details on formation and equipment useful for the study of the later Roman period.
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