Reflection of experience of returning to education

For this reflection, I will be using Gibbs (1988).

Description
In June 2021, I've decided to get more knowledge and improve my skills at the workplace, and for that, I applied to the school at the University of Wales at Leadership and Management, Skills for the Workplace Outreach (CertHE) level 4.
To be a student at this university, I had to pass an online interview with Mr Chris Felices to prove my ability to write and have a conversation.
In year one, we are going to study 6 module with 20 credits each:
	
	Module
	Lecturer

	1
	Academic and Employability Skills
	Laura James

	2
	Digital Skills and Research Methods
	Chris Felices

	3
	Effective Team Working and Communication
	Mel Squire

	4
	Managing Enterprise in the 21st Century
	Mel Squire

	5
	Problem Solving and Decision Making
	Chris Felices

	6
	Professional Career Development
	Mel Squire



The studies have started on 22nd September 2021 at one o'clock, where we have met our lectures in the University Campus inside a sports hall. I was very excited to be there, make new friends, and learn how to improve my skills at the workplace. In addition, I had the pleasure of meeting two of the members/students from the democratic Student Union who introduced us to some exciting things about the Union membership.
The lectors have also presented the application (HWB) that we will use to access the online modules and other valuable things to study.
The courses take place both at the university and online using Microsoft's "team meeting" application.

Feelings
It's been a while since I graduated college in my home country, and being put back in the same situation is a pleasant feeling.
I admit that I had emotions on the first day of school, and I felt that also for the other colleagues. Still, when the teachers introduced themselves and told us the modules that we were going to cover, although the information was quite a lot, the emotions disappeared, and I began to write and learn what I had to do.
The fact that some of the courses will be online has put me in a new situation. For that, I had to do research and learn from the tutorials available in Moodle app because I wanted to do everything needed to go well and to be able to participate correctly in those online courses.
I'm delighted that I've started to study again, and I hope that this will improve my skills at the workplace.

Evaluation
The things that went well for me were that I managed to use the necessary applications to run online courses. I think I understood how it works because I listened and applied when the teacher told us to follow the tutorials on how to use online applications, but it seems that for the other colleagues, this was a real problem not being able to handle this correctly.
I had a situation in which one of my colleagues did not know how to access the hub page (https://hwb.uwtsd.ac.uk/dashboard/student) on the computer and I, to help him, wrote in a comment, at the online lesson, the web address that he could access and could use in the future.

Analysis
I realise that being back to school is an opportunity to develop and cultivate my thinking skills and have my own business and become an entrepreneur in the future. 
I think that If I am going to be in the position to learn and experience new acknowledge or maybe things that I have done before at school, but this time I refresh them, this will improve my self-confidence and knowledge.
The fact that I started studying again at this age is a challenge, and I say that because I know it will not be easy. I have a wife and a daughter for whom I am responsible and have to give my time both to them and to the university education during this period.
I researched on the internet for mature students who have started studying, and I was delighted by the video interview given by Ged Bretherton (UCAS, nd, online) in which he said that "I wanted to prove something", words that characterised me and in which I find myself. Therefore, I will be more confident after finishing my studies, which I will look for.
I also think it is important what kind of person the student is. I mean how he can assimilate the information to be helpful to him as Leon Ho said in his article (lifehack, nd, online) as "every human has a specific learning style" and because of that we have to find our style of learning. So if we are not going to act now, we wouldn't know.

Conclusion
For me, taking online courses is something new and from which I consider that I will improve my skills in the digital world.
I have learned that it is never too late to start studying again and that it is an excellent opportunity to develop your skills no matter in what field you want to work. It is essential to identify your strengths and weaknesses because, in this way, you will understand how things work and become much better.
An example for me is Steven Spielberg where I read about him in an article on the internet (ADLC, 2019, online) that "he decided to return to education when in his fifties. He graduated with a bachelor's degree in film and electronic arts from California State University, Long Beach in 2002.". This is a proof that education is essential no matter how old you are.
Action Plan
On each course, I will write down everything that the lectors tells us so that at the end of the day, I will allocate time and write in about 200 words a summary of what happened and what I learned, so I will improve my ability to write. As a result, I will also be able to fulfil future assessments much faster.
Whenever I have the opportunity, I will ask for feedback to find out if I have improved my skills.
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