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Discussing evidence-based policing and evaluating the use of body-worn cameras

This assignment will be covering evidence-based policing, its core ideas of it and the criminological theories that use evidence-based policing. It will include body-worn cameras, their use and what the strengths, weaknesses, and ethical limitations of which are. An evaluation of body-worn cameras regarding crime topics will also be discussed.

Evidence-based policing (EBP) has multiple core ideas, which include, finding and collecting the best evidence available, assessing the evidence, and making critical decisions. Evidence is used in evidence-based approaches to inform police and challenge policies and any decisions that must be made (College of Policing, 2023). Evidence-based approaches are effective because they can be supported by collaborating with academics (College of Policing, 2023). Evidence-based policing aids to identify what works in policing and what helps to prevent crime (College of Policing, 2023). (Gov. UK, 2021) also states that this approach helps people make well-informed decisions by using the best available evidence from research.

Hotspot is one of the main ideas for reducing the crime of EBP, it identifies specific locations where crime is at its highest (College of Policing, 2023). It finds the most vulnerable areas where crime occurs the most and creates different approaches on how to prevent crime from happening there. Hot spot policing uses tactics to prevent crime such as extra police patrols, the use of stop and search powers, and more surveillance cameras put in place (Newburn, 2017, p. 626). Adding more streetlights and security could also reduce crime in an area.
Repeat victimisation is another idea of EBP. It is the theory that investigates where a person, location, business, household, or vehicle is victimised more than once within a specific period of time (Newburn, 2017, p. 627). EBP aids to find a solution to prevent repeat victimisation such as more police patrolling streets, street lighting, and surveillance cameras.


Routine activities, rational choice, situational crime prevention, broken windows, and displacement theory, are all theories that use evidence-based policing approaches.

Routine activities theory states there must be three key conditions for a crime to occur. This includes a likely offender, a suitable target, and the absence of a capable guardian (Tilley, Farrell, and Clarke, 2015, p.59). It focuses on the crime itself and the offender and their lifestyle. This coincides with EBP because it focuses on crime patterns and hotspots, by finding out where offenders who want to commit crimes are more likely to do it.
Rational choice theory is known that criminals make rational decisions before committing a crime. They think of their reasoning for committing the act and try to rationalise why they do it (Bradshaw, 2021, p. 44). This focuses on the reasons for committing the crime and the crime patterns.
Situational crime prevention focuses on the setting where a crime occurs, it aids in identifying solutions on how to prevent crime in high-risk areas. This includes investing in more camera surveillance, streetlights, security, and police to be patrolling the streets, which is part of EBP’s reduction of crime approach. 
Broken windows theory suggests that low-level disorder must be fixed quickly or else it will escalate rapidly in the area (College of Policing, 2023). It is where crime is tackled by keeping areas tidy and mending the broken and damaged parts of an area to prevent more crime from happening. Crime is more likely to be committed in an area that is already seen as unkept and damaged with less security than in a clean and well-kept area with high-security demand. This uses EBP because it looks at different solutions on how to prevent crime most effectively.
Displacement looks at how to block people from committing crimes and puts barriers between them. This can be done by using EBP by identifying the best approach to reduce crime, such as CCTV, surveillance, locks, and security.


Body-worn cameras (BWCs) are recording devices that can collect video and audio data. They are used and worn by police officers when encountered by members of the public (College of Policing, 2021). (Lum et al, 2019, p. 93-118) states that body-worn cameras have an impact on behaviours, including police and public behaviours. It can deter rudeness and disrespect of officers and the public. It can also be used as evidence of what happened at a scene or how people behaved on camera, and it can show what and who was at the scene when the police got there. It can be evidence for both the court and the police to show what happened at the scene. This can deter any fake allegations made towards the police and it can be used as evidence if there was any evidence of an allegation. It protects both the police and the public.
The camera is to help people see the footage from the police officer’s point of view. It aids as a witness by itself. Police officers turn the small camera on when stopping a vehicle, arresting someone, performing a stop and search, using force against property, and attending to a domestic abuse report (Metropolitan Police, 2023). This is part of evidence-based policing because body-worn cameras are used to capture evidence from that moment by recording it, this allows the police to collect the best evidence available.


There are multiple strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras. The strengths of body-worn cameras include that they are accurate and reliable because they show footage of what happened at an incident and how the police dealt with it. It is a deterrent for violent behaviours towards police and the public and it can help stop people from making accusations against the police. They can prove someone’s behaviour and actions and provide reliable evidence to courts. It also aids in fewer complaints made towards the police, it allows the users of the camera to feel more reassured and safer (PeopleSafe, 2021). They are good for improving trust and relationships with the community. Another critical example as to why body-worn cameras are useful is because they are an important tool in domestic abuse cases.
The weaknesses of body-worn cameras include that a camera might record something that the police officer might not be able to see at the time, the view might also be blocked by something and depending on the angle, it might not capture everything the officer is seeing at that moment (Police1, 2014) Other weaknesses can include that the camera might have a better visual than in real life, it could have better light than the police officer had at the time. The speed could be different when watching the recording on camera than in real life. From the perspective of being in a difficult situation at that moment, it can feel quicker and more intense than just watching it from the camera. One camera may not be as efficient as having multiple cameras with different but similar views and perspectives. A camera is not enough just on its own, it is more effective to have physical evidence and witness statements and a proper thorough investigation just in case something critical happened that might have been missed before or after the camera had been recording. Even though they are more likely to help deter rudeness and violent behaviour when the camera is turned on, it doesn’t stop people from committing crimes and acting out violent behaviour when the camera is turned off or when the police have left. Another weakness of body-worn cameras is that it can be stressful for police officers to know that their every move is being recorded when it is on and if they make a mistake, it will be judged.
The ethical limitations include that some people do not want to be recorded and think it is an invasion of privacy. Some people can get very violent if they know they will be recorded or if they are being recorded. This could mean that they may not take it so lightly that they are being captured on video. This would not help the police officer’s case and could cause people to retaliate and be violent. Police officers are obliged to inform people that they are being recorded unless the situation they are in, is not possible for them to do so, they do not have to have consent to film someone (Metropolitan Police, 2023). If the camera is on, it would flash red lights in the centre of it.


Body-worn cameras aid in crimes such as domestic abuse, street crimes, and stop and search. It also reduces the risk of anti-social behaviour. Body-worn cameras are effective because they help reduce crime, people are less likely to commit a crime if they know that there is a chance of getting caught. Police officers can prevent crime by increasing the chance of people getting caught and reducing opportunities to commit crimes (College of Policing, 2021). This correlates with all of the crimes above because, with anti-social behaviour and street crime, people will be more likely to avoid doing the crimes at the risk of getting caught. With stop and search and domestic abuse calls, people would probably change their behaviour in front of the cameras to avoid getting in trouble or having any evidence of them committing such crimes and behaving cruelly and hostilely. Body-worn cameras provide evidence of what occurred during an incident that the police officers attend to. 
They are used for all types of incidents. They record how people act, what they say and what they do. This is a good tool to use in domestic violence cases because it can provide evidence that can be evaluated multiple times on how people act towards each other or when they are near each other. It can also record their expressions, what they look like at the time of the incident and the area they are in. When attending to all crimes, they act as evidence of how the police officers deal with the crimes and what solution they come up with to stop them. Body-worn cameras are essential for these crimes because of how effective they are, they provide evidence and video recording to look back at after an incident occurs, this allows the police to check if they had missed anything that the camera did not. It also acts as a deterrence of crime and hostile, anti-social behaviour towards the police and public. The weaknesses and strengths that have been stated above, show that body-worn cameras are a good and efficient tool to use when dealing with these crime topics.


In conclusion to this, body-worn cameras are overall effective in evidence-based policing because the weaknesses outweigh the strengths. They help with providing evidence, making the police and public feel safer, deterring crime and antisocial behaviour and reducing complaints against police. They may be expensive, but they are an asset to the police that aid in keeping communities and the police force safe. They are essential to use when attending an incident because it helps decrease the chances of people committing a crime in the fear of getting caught and helps to make people feel safer, especially the police that are using them. (College of Policing, 2021) states that the cameras cause the public to moderate their behaviour when encountered by the police and not exhibit socially unacceptable behaviour towards them. They can also reduce the chances of police officers being biased. (College of Policing, 2021) explains that police officers are deterred to use an excessive amount of force that is not needed because they know they are being recorded. Body-worn cameras are imperative in policing, they are a much-needed tool to use in incidents such as domestic violence and stop-and-search cases.
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