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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Safeguarding adults is not my usual area of practice; therefore, it will be my chosen topic for this assignment. In my role as a children’s social worker, I come across many adults within families and communities. Although, it is primarily my role to safeguard children, it’s also my responsibility to be vigilant for any safeguarding concerns for both adults and children, and report them appropriately in accordance with part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014). When encountering safeguarding concerns for adults, it is my responsibility to make a safeguarding referral to the Local Authority adult social services department for the area in which they reside, as stipulated in the SSWBA (2014) and my Local Authorities policy. If I require further guidance regarding adult safeguarding, I can access the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (SCW, 2024), which is available via an electronic app for easy access. As a registered social worker, I have a responsibility to ensure that my knowledge of safeguarding both adults and children is current and accreditable as this is underpinned by my Nation Occupational Standards (SCW, 2011) 

[bookmark: _Hlk180153045]The SSWBA (2014) was implemented in Wales in 2016. Post 2016, Wales implemented the Care Act (2014) to safeguard adults at risk of harm or likely to suffer harm. The Care Act (2014) currently continues to be the overarching legislation used across all counties in England to safeguard adults and I must use this legislation only if I am working in England. The SSWBA (2014) combined all previous adult and children’s safeguarding laws into one simplified legal framework that would be used across the whole of Wales to provide guidance on how services should be delivered to all. The Act is underpinned by 5 key principles: wellbeing, voice and control, prevention and early intervention, co-production and multi-agency working. The objective of these principles was to focus on prevention, empowering and assisting individuals to tailor their own care and support plans (SCW, 2024). Similar to the Care Act (2014), but a more simplified easily accessible framework.

The SSWBA (2014) underpins the same principle for additional layers of protection for adults at risk of harm as it does for children. It does this through the implementation of Local Adult Safeguarding Boards which are overseen by National Independent Safeguarding Boards. The safeguarding boards have a statutory duty to scrutinise the service delivery of social care across Wales, ensuring that the objectives and requirements are meeting the needs of the individuals. Part 7 of the Act: section 126 “Adults at Risk”, defines an adult at risk as “an adult who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect; has a need for care and support and as a result of those needs is unable to protected him/herself against abuse or neglect or the risk of it” (Welsh Government, 2014). An additional layer of protection for those over the age of 16 years comes in the form of the Mental Capacity Act (2005) and the implementation of Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards introduced in April 2007. 


Word Count 504.


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The SSWBA (2014) defines an adult as “a person who is aged 18 or over”. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) was implemented in 2007 and applies to all citizens in Wales and England over the age of 16. The MCA (2005) promotes and safeguards the decision-making process, empowering people to make decisions for themselves and promoting forward planning in case the individual lacks capacity in future. It serves to protects individuals who currently lack capacity to make decisions for themselves due to mental impairment (CQC, 2011). In contrast, a person with parental responsibility will make best interest decisions on behalf of a child. In the case of children looked after under S31-Children Act (1989), when the Local Authority have obtained overarching parental responsibility for the child. They will share responsibility with parents to ensure the child’s best interest are paramount.
 
Principle-1 of the MCA (2005) states that all individuals must be considered to have mental capacity until proven otherwise. Principle-2, indicates that all practical steps must be taken or considered to assess a person’s mental capacity. Including the allocation of an independent advocate as stated within S126-SSWBA (2014). However, principle-3 of the MCA (2005), states that adults “have the right to not be treated as lacking capacity merely because they make a decision that others deem unwise”. According to SCIE (2020) decisions that appear unwise to others may be based on the specific individuals’ values, beliefs and preferences, which are given much consideration. The appointment of an advocate enables professionals to gain a deeper understanding of the individuals rational for their decisions. In contrast, a child can be allocated an advocate to gather their wishes and feelings, but a best interest decision will be made by a person with parental responsibility if the risk presents as high. In the case of low to medium-risk decision making in older children, the Gillick Competency model will be implemented to assess understanding and consequence (NSPCC, 2022).

[bookmark: _Hlk181013844]The MCA (2005) was fully implemented in 2009 with the addition of the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards, which is relevant to individuals who cannot consent or are considered to not have capacity to protect themselves from significant harm. A DoLS is defined as an individual who is subjected to continuous supervision and control, who is being confined to an institute, home or routine without the freedom to leave to protect them from harm (AgeUK, 2024). This also applies to children and can be implement with older children specifically if they act in a way that places themselves at risk of harm. For example: a DoLS order may be obtained to prevent a 16/17 year old having access to the internet and unsupervised time, to prevent them being criminally/sexually exploited.
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